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RELATING TO THE KALAUPAPA MEMORIAL 
 
 The Department of Budget and Finance (B&F) offers comments on this bill. 

 Senate Bill No. 3338, S.D. 1, appropriates $5,000,000 in general funds in FY 23 

to the Department of Health for the design, plans, and construction of the Kalaupapa 

Memorial.  

 B&F notes that, with respect to the general fund appropriation in this bill, the 

federal Coronavirus Response and Relief Supplemental Appropriations Act requires that 

states receiving Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief (ESSER) II funds 

and Governor’s Emergency Education Relief II funds must maintain state support for: 

• Elementary and secondary education in FY 22 at least at the proportional level of the 

state’s support for elementary and secondary education relative to the state’s overall 

spending, averaged over FYs 17, 18 and 19; and 

• Higher education in FY 22 at least at the proportional level of the state’s support for 

higher education relative to the state’s overall spending, averaged over FYs 17, 18 

and 19. 
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Further, the federal American Rescue Plan (ARP) Act requires that states receiving 

ARP ESSER funds must maintain state support for: 

• Elementary and secondary education in FY 22 and FY 23 at least at the proportional 

level of the state’s support for elementary and secondary education relative to the 

state’s overall spending, averaged over FYs 17, 18 and 19; and 

• Higher education in FY 22 and FY 23 at least at the proportional level of the state’s 

support for higher education relative to the state’s overall spending, averaged over 

FYs 17, 18 and 19. 

 The U.S. Department of Education has issued rules governing how these 

maintenance of effort (MOE) requirements are to be administered.  B&F will be working 

with the money committees of the Legislature to ensure that the State of Hawai‘i 

complies with these ESSER MOE requirements. 

 Thank you for your consideration of our comments. 
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March 1, 2022 

TO: Honorable Donovan M. Dela Cruz, Chair 
 Senate Committee on Ways and Means 

FROM: Alice L. Lee 
 Council Chair 

DATE: March 1, 2022 
 

SUBJECT: SUPPORT FOR SB 3338, SD1, RELATING TO THE KALAUPAPA 
MEMORIAL 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify in SUPPORT of this important measure.  The 
purpose of this measure is to appropriate funds for the design, plans, and construction 
of the Kalaupapa Memorial.  

The Maui County Council has not had the opportunity to take a formal position on this 
measure.  Therefore, I am providing this testimony in my capacity as an individual 
member of the Maui County Council. 

I SUPPORT this measure for the following reasons: 

1. By supporting the Kalaupapa Memorial, this measure would allow for 
family members to reconnect with their ancestors and their stories and 
bring a crucial segment of Hawaii’s past to light.  

2. The design, plans, and construction of the Kalaupapa Memorial envision 
stone walls making two interlocking circles.  This design is representative 
of bringing the people of Kalaupapa and their families back together.  

3. The Kalaupapa Memorial will list the names of the nearly 8,000 people 
who were taken from their families and sent to Kalaupapa, appropriately 
bringing them honor and recognition. 

For the foregoing reasons, I SUPPORT this measure. 
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Senator Donovan M. Dela Cruz, Chair 

Ways and Means Committee 

Hawaii State Legislature 

415 South Beretania Street 

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

 

Bill Number: SB3338  SD1 

March 2, 2022, 10:15 a.m. Room 211 

Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Keith Agaran and Members of the Ways and Means Committee  

Dear Sir / Madam, 

We write in support of SB3338  SD1, funding $5 million for The Kalaupapa Memorial 

construction. 

Over the past decennium, the Damien Archives in Leuven and the Damien Museum in 

Tremelo (Belgium) have closely been working together with Anwei Law and Ka ‘Ohana O 

Kalaupapa doing research on the history of Father Damien and of the people who were sent 

to Molokaï.  

We were happy to give them free access to our collection in their effort to draw a 

comprehensive list of all people that were isolated on Kalaupapa in a timespan of more than 

100 years. They also assisted us in designing the new display and narrative of the Damien 

Museum in Tremelo that was opened to the public in 2017, enabling us not only to tell the 

story of Father Damien, but of all the people he shared his life with on Kalaupapa.  

We are writing to you in strong support of SB3338  SD1 which would provide funding for 

construction of The Kalaupapa Memorial. The Memorial will remember and honor the 8,000 

men, women, and children forcibly sent and isolated at Kalaupapa. One of them was Father 

Damien. Remembering his name side by side with the people he lived and died with, is a 

very powerful way to express our shared history. We also hope that by erecting the 

memorial present and future generations can pay homage to the people sent to Kalaupapa, 

find healing, and acknowledge this important part of history.  

Therefor we ask for your support of SB3338  SD1 to provide funding for The Kalaupapa 

Memorial.  

Respectfully, 

Bart Massart, president Board of the Damien Museum in Tremelo, Belgium 

Sonia Crabbé, member Board  of the Damien Museum in Tremelo, Belgium 

Pieter Geens, staff member Damien Museum in Tremelo, Belgium 

Patrik Jaspers, staff member Damien Archives in Leuven, Belgium 

Ruben Boon, staff member Damien Museum in Tremelo, Belgium and Damien Archives 

Leuven, Belgium 
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February 28, 2022 
 
Senator Donovan M. Dela Cruz, Chairperson 
Ways and Means Committee, Hawai‘i State Legislature 
415 South Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawai‘i  96813 
 
Hearing:  Wednesday, March 2, 2022, 10:15 a.m., Room 211 
 
In strong support of SB3338 SD1 – Relating to The Kalaupapa Memorial 
 
 
Dear Chair Dela Cruz, Vice-Chair Agaran and Members of the Ways and Means Committee 
 
The people of Kalaupapa and Kalawao have been speaking to us for more than 156 years. 
They have written and signed thousands of letters and petitions, participated in oral history 
projects, been interviewed for newspaper articles, and testified on numerous occasions 
before various government agencies.  
 

“I am proud of our people who, although they were taken away from their homes 
  and families, went on to make a difference in their own lives and in the lives of  
  so many others. This is our story – a story to be remembered, a story to be  
  treasured, a story to be held close to your hearts.”  
  – Bernard K. Punikai‘a, International Human Rights Advocate, Composer, Musician   
    (Kalaupapa: A Collective Memory) 

 
The Kalaupapa Memorial is the most important interpretive tool we have to tell an inclusive 
history of Kalaupapa. Over the last several years, Ka ‘Ohana O Kalaupapa has not only 
compiled a list of names from several different Department of Health admission records and 
other sources, but a list of individuals about whom we learn more every day.  
 
The Kalaupapa Memorial will proudly serve as a symbol of justice for the estimated 8,000 
individuals sent to Kalaupapa as it returns them to the history of Kalaupapa, the history of 
their families, the history of Hawai‘i and the history of the world. It is also a symbol of 
justice for people around the world who have experienced this disease and still face the 
injustice of prejudice and discrimination. 
 
I have been going to Kalaupapa for over 50 years – since I was 16 years old and a junior at 
Kalani High School. My father was on the Citizen’s Committee that abolished the  
century-old isolation policy in 1969. I have conducted more than 200 hours of oral history 
interviews with the residents of Kalaupapa, some of who were sent there as early as 1914 and 



IDEA	Center	for	the	Voices	of	Humanity,	32	Fall	Street,	PO	Box	651,	Seneca	Falls,	NY		13148;		
315-568-5838.	

1915, as well as people who have experienced leprosy from around the world. Kalaupapa: A 
Collective Memory was more than 500 pages long and filled with the names of and words of 
people who were taken from their families, friends and communities because they had 
leprosy, also known as Hansen’s disease. I have just finished editing the Memoirs of 
Ambrose Kanewalii Hutchison, who was sent to Kalaupapa in 1879, was best friends with 
Father Damien, worked closely with all the major figures in Kalaupapa’s history and lived 
there for a remarkable 53 years, but who had been left out of his own history until recent 
years. 
 
 “We who are segregated here . . . have made this our homeland.” 
   -- Ambrose Hutchison, Petition from “the oldest resident of Kalaupapa.”  
      Honolulu Star-Bulletin, February 1, 1929  
      (Yours Faithfully – Ambrose Hutchison. Recollections of Lifetime at Kalaupapa) 
 
Over a half century of researching the history of leprosy in Hawai‘i and working to present 
this history in the words of the people who experienced it, I have seen two constants: 1) A 
strong determination on the part of those individuals sent to Kalaupapa that this history and 
the people who lived it are remembered; 2) An expectation of justice. Petitions and letters 
expressed the belief that justice would prevail in a situation that was so filled with deep 
personal pain, separation, and hardship. A song written in Hawaiian (c. 1880s) by the boys 
of Kalawao and preserved by Ambrose Hutchison talked about “bringing peace to people on 
earth who desire righteousness.” 
 
I strongly urge the Hawai‘i State Legislature to support SB3338 so that the final residents of 
Kalaupapa, the family members of everyone sent there and generations to come will be able 
to personally witness all of the names come back to life and assume their rightful place in 
their own history. 
 

  We love this land, Kalaupapa. 
  Our pain and loneliness, tears and joys, 
  Our blood, our bones, our spirit are all here. 
  We are one with this land! 
	
		-- Makia Malo, Excerpt, Lele Uli – To Dispel Darkness, Composed for and Performed at  
      the Opening of the “Quest for Dignity” Exhibit at the United Nations, NY, 1997 
     (Kalaupapa: A Collective Memory) 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Anwei Skinsnes Law, M.P.H. 
Director, IDEA Center for the Voices of Humanity 
President for Heritage & Education, IDEA (the largest international human rights 
organization by and for people who have experienced leprosy) 
Historian, Ka ‘Ohana O Kalaupapa 
Author, Kalaupapa: A Collective Memory	



 
 
“When you see all the names on the Memorial, it will be like everyone from Kalawao 
and Kalaupapa is standing right there in front of you. It will bring tears to my eyes.” 
 
-- the late Clarence “Boogie” Kahilihiwa, resident of Kalaupapa for more than 50 years 
and President of Ka ‘Ohana O Kalaupapa, 2009-2021 
 

 
 

Senator Donovan M. Dela Cruz, Chairman 
Ways and Means Committee 
Hawaii State Legislature 
415 South Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 
 
SB3338 SD1: Providing $5 million to build The Kalaupapa Memorial 
Wednesday, March 2, 2022, 10:15 a.m., Room 211 
 
I write in strong support of SB3338 SD1 
  
Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Keith-Agaran and Members of the Ways and Means 
Committee: 
 
Thank you for your service to the people of Hawai`i and doing your best to make the islands a 
better place to live. I ask for your support of SB 3338 SD1 which would provide $5 million to 
build The Kalaupapa Memorial.  
 
As you might know, the Memorial will list the names of each of the nearly 8,000 men, women 
and children who were taken from their families and sent to Kalaupapa, usually for the rest of 
their lives, because they were diagnosed with leprosy. The Kalaupapa Memorial has been a 
longtime desire of many of the people of Kalaupapa, including our late President Boogie 
Kahilihiwa who spoke tirelessly about the importance of remembering every name and every 
person.  
 
If this full $5 million were appropriated to Ka ‘Ohana O Kalaupapa, that would come to just 
$650 for each person who was sent to Kalaupapa and their families who were left behind, a 
small price for the pain, sacrifices and courage of all these individuals. 
 
We were here before you in 2020. The three Kalaupapa residents who were on our ‘Ohana 
Board of Directors came to our first Senate hearing: Boogie, our President; Pauline Ahulau 
Chow, our Vice President, and Gloria Lutu Marks, one of our Directors. Also Boogie’s wife, Ivy 



Kahilihiwa, who helps our ‘Ohana in other ways. They saw many old friends and made quite an 
impression on everyone. 
 
After the bill passed that first hearing at the Labor, Culture and the Arts Committee, it 
unanimously passed your Ways and Means Committee -- thank you again. We had been 
scheduled for a hearing in the House where we already had good conversations with the 
committee leaders when Covid hit and the Legislature was shut down.  
 
In the two years since, Boogie has died and our Kalaupapa residents are two years older. The 
average age is now at least 85 years. And, yet, three weeks ago, we got signatures of support 
for SB3338 from seven of the nine residents who have the right to live at Kalaupapa. They are 
at the age where they shouldn’t have to be signing letters for legislation or testifying simply to 
be remembered. We should be doing that for them.  
 
Some of you might recall hearing Boogie speak about the importance of the Kalaupapa 
Memorial. You heard how eloquent he was, how powerful his words were, how much he 
wanted to make sure all the people of Kalaupapa are honored and remembered, how future 
generations will find the names of their ancestors on the Memorial, touch those names and feel 
a connection to them and all that they went through. The Memorial will be life-changing for so 
many descendants who will be stronger individuals because of their Kalaupapa heritage. 
 
Ka ‘Ohana O Kalaupapa has raised more than $450,000 for planning and design of the Memorial 
over the years with some donations already coming in for construction -- and another $200,000 
in pro bono professional services. We have a beautiful design of the Memorial applauded by 
everyone so far. We have a local foundation talking to us about covering the costs of 
maintenance of the Memorial for the first few years after it’s built until we get an endowment 
established. We have momentum.  
 
We hope you can help us again and decide the best way to keep funding for the Kalaupapa 
Memorial moving forward through the Legislature. The time is now.  
 
Thank you again, Senator Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Keith-Agaran and all members of this 
Committee, for all that you do. Please let us know if there is anything we can do to help you 
help us. Together, we will forever remember and honor the nearly 8,000 people at Kalaupapa 
who, despite the odds, showed us strength, resiliency, aloha and the value of community. 
 
Sending all best wishes, 
 

 
Valerie Monson, Executive Director/Coordinator 
Ka ‘Ohana O Kalaupapa 
 
 



 

  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
March 1, 2022 
 
Re: Testimony on SB 3338 SD1, Relating to the Kalaupapa Memorial 
 
COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 
Senator Donovan M. Dela Cruz, Chair  
Senator Gilbert S.C. Keith-Again, Vice Chair 
Wednesday, March 2, 2022, 10:15 a.m. 
 
Dear Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Keith-Agaran, and members of the Senate 
Committee on Ways and Means:  
 
As an organization of Native Hawaiian physicians, ʻAhahui o nā Kauka strongly 
supports building a memorial in Kalaupapa to honor the more than 8,000 
Hansen’s Disease patients - mostly Native Hawaiian - who were forcibly 
removed from their homes and banished to the isolated northern Molokai 
peninsula since 1866.  Once a prison, Kalaupapa is now a refuge for the few 
remaining residents who arrived as children and suffered the devastation of 
being segregated from their families.  It is imperative for us, after more than 
150 years, to honor the tragic legacy of all of the patients. 
 
As Kalaupapa transitions to a National Park destination, the Kalaupapa 
Memorial would serve as a place where families might find the names of and 
memorialize missing loved ones. Meanwhile, visitors might appreciate both 
the stark beauty of Kalaupapa and its tragic history.   Kalaupapa will ever have 
a place on the international stage as the tiny remote Pacific Island peninsula 
where Damien de Veuster and Marianne Cope dedicated their lives serving 
Hansenʻs Disease patients and canonizations by the Catholic church.  
 
ʻAhahui o nā Kauka has strong ties to Kalaupapa: some of us have provided 
medical care to patients and others are relatives of past and current 
residents. So much was taken from these individuals. We humbly ask that 
they be given not only a place in history but a Memorial to tell their story.  
ʻAhahui o nā Kauka strongly supports SB 3338 SD1; we urge the Committee on 
Ways and Means to fund a Kalaupapa Memorial fully.   
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this important measure.  

‘Ahahui o nā Kauka 
677 Ala Moana Blvd., Suite 1015 

Honolulu  HI  96813 
Phone 808.548.0270 

E-mail huikauka@gmail.com 

2021-2022 Board 
  
Noa Emmett Aluli, MD  
                    President 
Martina Kamaka, MD 
             Vice-President 
N. Mahealani Lum, DO 
 Secretary 
Kara Wong Ramsey, MD 
                     Treasurer 
 
Clayton D.K. Chong, MD, 
MPH 
                    Kauka Kupuna 
 
H. Nalani Blaisdell-Brennan, 
MD 
 
Kapono Chong-Hanssen, MD 
 
S. Kuʻulei Christensen, MD 
 
Leah Dowsett, MD 
 
Tiffany C.K. Forman, MD 
 
Kaipo Pau, MD 
 
Kanoelehua Perry, MD 
 
Keola Richardson, MD 
 
Kelli-Ann Voloch, MD 
 
 

Programs   
 
Kim Ku‘ulei Birnie 

 



SB-3338-SD-1 

Submitted on: 2/25/2022 5:23:19 PM 

Testimony for WAM on 3/2/2022 10:15:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Remote Testimony 

Requested 

Mike Golojuch, Sr. Individual Support No 

 

 

Comments:  

I strongly support SB3338 for the proposed Kalaupapa Memorial.  When I worked for the 

Department of Health, I had the opportunity to make multiple trips to Kalaupapa.  Although 

there are many graves throughout the peninsula, there are still many unmarked locations.   The 

memorial will recognize all those who lived and died in isolation.   

Mike Golojuch, Sr. 

 



Senator Donovan M. Dela Cruz, Chairman 

Ways and Means Committee 

Hawai`i State Legislature 

Honolulu, Hawai’i 96813 

 

Bill Number: SB3338-SD1 

 

Hearing: March 2, 2022, 10:15 a.m. 

Room 211, Hawai`i State Capitol 

 

I write in support of SB3338-SD1, Requests that the State Legislature allocate 

funding for construction of The Kalaupapa Memorial 

 

Aloha Chair Donovan M. Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Gilbert S.C. Keith-Agaran and 

Members of Ways and Means Committee 

 

My name is Colin Brede. I am the nephew of David Kalani Kaluai Brede (1933-

2009) and Jimmy Aheana Brede (1929-2016) who was taken from their loved ones 

and sent to Kalaupapa 15 May 1942 at the young ages of 9 and 13.  David and 

Jimmy are siblings of my father John P Brede (1930-2017). 

  

I am writing in strong support of SB3338-SD1 which would fund construction of 

The Kalaupapa Memorial. Our ‘Ohana has been working on this important project 

since the Kalaupapa residents asked us to establish a Memorial at Kalaupapa that 

would list the names of everyone sent there.  

 

Uncle David is buried in the catholic section at Kalaupapa with a headstone 

marking his grave site. Uncle Jimmy and his wife Aunty Nancy ashes was spread 

in Kalaupapa Bay 2016. 

 

The names of the people of Kalaupapa have been mostly forgotten over the years 

and left out of the history that they helped to create. Their lifelong sorrow of being 

exiled to Kalaupapa will serve as a place of connection for descendants who will 

find healing and pride as they are surrounded by the names. It is for the generations 

of those to come to escapes one’s memory their sacrifices and suffering, in 

comparison to our current COVID-19 protocols. 

 

The United States Congress passed The Kalaupapa Memorial Act that was signed 

by President Barack Obama in 2009, authorizing Ka ‘Ohana to establish the 

Memorial. I ‘am an active member of Ka ‘Ohana O Kalaupapa, we have been 



involved in federal and state compliance processes, assembled a strong Memorial 

Committee that produced a beautiful and meaningful design for the Memorial, 

compiled the names of nearly 8,000 people who were sent to Kalaupapa, and 

developed a fundraising strategy.  Ka ‘Ohana is also raising $5 million for an 

endowment to make sure the Memorial is maintained and cared for in perpetuity. 

 

My Family the Brede’s and Apio’s, humbly ask for your support of SB3338-SD1 

to provide funding for The Kalaupapa Memorial. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Colin K Brede 

Nephew of David Brede, Jimmy Brede, and Nancy Brede 

Member of Ka ‘Ohana O Kalaupapa 

Friend of Rotary Club of Mililani Sunrise 

ckbrede@hawaii.rr.com  
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Senator Donovan M. Dela Cruz, Chair 

Ways and Means Committee 

Hawai’i State Legislature 

415 South Beretania Street 

Honolulu, Hawai’i 96813 

 

Bill Number: SB3338 SD1 

Hearing: Tuesday, March 2, 2022, 10:15AM, Room 211 

 

 

I write in strong support of SB3338 SD1, funding $5 million for the Kalaupapa Memorial 

construction 

 

 

Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Keith Agaran, and Members of the Ways and Means Committee, 

 

My name is Susan Woo Smith. I am the great-granddaughter of Wong Chew, who was taken from 

his family in 1931 and forced to reside in Kalaupapa from 1935 until his death in 1939.   

In 2016, I began a journey to learn about my great-grandfather.  At the time, I didn’t even know 

his name, as little was ever spoken about him.  I only knew he had been taken from his family by 

“Men in white coats.” His neighbors all thought he was taken to an insane asylum, and his family 

thought it better to remain quiet rather than share the truth and stigma of his disease.  

 

I have since come to know Wong Chew, my great-grandfather, as a successful businessman, 

husband, and father of thirteen children. The street where he resided in Honolulu was named for 

him and the other resident who lived on the street.  In 2018, I went to Kalaupapa to pay homage 

to my great-grandfather. I anticipated a trip of great sadness; but instead, I discovered Kalaupapa, 

a community of people whose strength and courage built a community.  Realizing this made me 

proud of my great-grandfather for his courage and brought pride, rather than shame, to my family. 

It brought his name back to light, no longer hidden from our history.    

 

I am writing in strong support of SB3338 SD1, which would provide $5 million for construction 

of The Kalaupapa Memorial.  The Memorial will provide dignity for the 8,000 men, women, and 

children forcibly sent and isolated at Kalaupapa and will remember and honor them by name. The 

Memorial will be a place where present and future generations can pay homage to the people sent 

to Kalaupapa, find healing, and where all can acknowledge this important part of history.   

 

I ask for your support of SB3338 SD1 to provide funding for The Kalaupapa Memorial. 

 

Respectfully, 

Susan Woo Smith 

Great-Granddaughter of Wong Chew  

susanjwsmith@gmail.com 
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SB-3338-SD-1 

Submitted on: 2/28/2022 8:51:32 AM 

Testimony for WAM on 3/2/2022 10:15:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Remote Testimony 

Requested 

Cheryl Reeser Individual Support No 

 

 

Comments:  

Senator Donovan M. Dela Cruz, Chair 

Ways and Means Committee 

Hawaii State Legislature 

415 South Beretania Street 

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

 

Hearing: Tuesday, March 2, 2022, 10:15 a.m. Room 211 

 

In Support of SB3338 SD1 

 

Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Keith Agaran and Members of the Ways and Means 

Committee; 

 

I am writing in support of SB3338 SD1, funding $5 million for The Kalaupapa Memorial. I am 

the great, great granddaughter of a Kalaupapa patient who was banished to Kalaupapa for the 

remainder of her life, removed permanently from her loved-ones. In addition, my late parents, 

Donald Reeser, retired former National Park Service Superintendent of Haleakala National Park, 

and Bunnie Reeser, both of the Big Island and Maui, worked tirelessly to bring this memorial to 

fruition and honor the patients who were sent there as well as the families who experienced such 

loss. 

 

Mahalo for your consideration. 

 

Warm regards, 

Cheryl Kuulei Reeser 

 



SB-3338-SD-1 
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Requested 
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Comments:  

I am honored to submit my written testimony in favor of SB 3338 SD1 relating to the funding of 

the Kalaupapa Memorial.   

My father was born in Kalaupapa and is now 93-years old.  He holds out hope that this memorial 

will built in his lifetime, as is the hope of our kupuna who continue to reside there, and many 

who have passed. 

My grandparents and two uncles are also buried in Kalaupapa and have headstones and a 

gravesite for us to pay honor to their lives.  However, many of our kupuna have unmarked 

gravesites or have been destroyed due to tsunami and other weather conditions.  It's my hope that 

we can honor their lives through this memorial. 

Aloha nui, 

Lopaka Hoopii (former interim president of Ka 'Ohana o Kalaupapa. 

 



Senator Donovan M. Dela Cruz, Chair 

Ways and Means Committee 

Hawaii State Legislature 

415 South Beretania Street 

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

 

Bill Number: SB3338 SD1  Relating to the Kalaupapa Memorial 

Hearing:  Wednesday, March 2, 2022, 10:15 a.m. Room 211 

 

I write in support of SB3338 SD1 

 

Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Keith Agaran and Members of the Ways and Means 

Committee, 

 

My name is Marcia Weight Lyons.  My father, Edward Weight, was born in Kalaupapa, taken 

from his parents who he never knew, and lived his childhood in an orphanage and foster 

homes.  My grandparents, Marcia Ka-ne Weight and Harold Weight, who were sent to 

Kalaupapa, and two of their five children are buried there. 

 

I am writing in support of SB3338 SD1 which would provide $5 million to fund construction of 

the Kalaupapa Memorial.  Ka ‘Ohana O Kalaupapa has been working on this project at the 

request of Kalaupapa residents who expressed their desire to establish a Memorial in Kalaupapa 

that would list the names of those sent there as a way to remember and honor them. 

  

I have been a member of, and a volunteer with Ka ‘Ohana O Kalaupapa for over a decade and I 

have had multiple opportunities to hear Kalaupapa residents share their stories, feelings, and 

thoughts on what it would mean to them to have this memorial built.  I feel that they speak for 

my family and all of those who lived and died in Kalaupapa since 1866. 

  

My Dad was 81 years old when he connected with Ka ´Ohana O Kalaupapa and met other 

families with Kalaupapa connections.  I saw my Dad come to a new awareness of who he was.  

Through his involvement with Ka ‘Ohana members and visits to Kalaupapa he had a sense of 

belonging to a place and a new understanding of his own family.  This is why I know that the 

Memorial will serve as a place of reconnection and healing for descendants. 

  

Please support SB3338 SD1 to provide funding for The Kalaupapa Memorial. 

  

Mahalo, 

Marcia Weight Lyons 

marciL.email@gmail.com 
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Comments:  

Senator Donovan M. Dela Cruz, Chair 

and members of the Committee on Ways and Means: 

I strongly support this measure which will preserve for future generations the memory and 

legacy of the thousands of people who have lived and died at Kalaupapa.  I reiterate my 

testimony offered to the Senate Committee on Labor, Culture and the Arts Commitee--noting the 

changes as reflected in the SD1 version. 

I am pleased to see that the amount of $5 million remains in the latest draft and recommend that 

it be kept in the bill as it passes from your committee to the full Senate. 

Mahalo for your support over the years for Kalaupapa and its people who have have suffered 

from leprosy. 

With aloha, 

Wally Inglis 

  

 



Kehaulani Lum 
99-045 Nalopaka Place 
`Aiea, Hawai`i 96701 

 
 
 

February 28, 2022 

 
 
Senator Donovan M. Dela Cruz, Chair 

Committee on Ways and Means 

Hawai`i State Legislature 

Honolulu, Hawai`i 96813 

Re:  Testimony in Support of Bill Number: SB3338, SD1, Relating to the Kalaupapa Memorial 

Hearing:  Wednesday, March 2, 2022 at 10:15 AM 
Hawai`i State Capitol Conference Room 211 & Videoconference 
 
Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Keith-Agaran, and Members of the Committee on Ways and 
Means, 

Mahalo nui loa for the opportunity to testify in strong support of SB3338, SD1, which 
appropriates $5,000,000 for the design, plans, and construction of the Kalaupapa Memorial. 
 
My name is Kehaulani Lum, and I am a Board member of Ka `Ohana o Kalaupapa.  I am also a 
descendent of four family members from Ninole and Wailea, Hawai`i Island, who were exiled to 
Kalaupapa in the 1900s, as children, when government quarantine policies meant a one-way 
ticket to a life of isolation, scarcity and death.  Only one of my ancestors, my late granduncle, 
Henry Kalalahilimoku Nala`ielua, was ever heard from again.  His beloved sisters Evelyn and 
Christina, and his Uncle Joe were separately taken away from the family home, without 
explanation, and died within months of their arrival at the peninsula. 
 

Uncle Henry was only a 10-year-old child, when he was “taken into custody,” a term of practice, 
on May 12, 1936.  He was given a new identity, Patient Number 3367, and it would be his 
number, for the rest of his life.   
 
Uncle Henry joined his fellow residents, when he testified to the U.S. Senate, in 2009, calling for 
the creation of a Memorial, saying: 
 
“I believe that the Memorial will be a place that people could go to,” he said, “and just by 
looking at the list, they find a relative or friends they knew...I think for me it would be a 
cherished memory to have a monument that tells the people this is what we wanted and this is 
what they have.” 
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A year after delivering his testimony, Uncle took his last breath. He did not live to see his 
earthly dream fulfilled.  Through your compassion and caring, and the commitment of the 
'Ohana and a prestigious volunteer design team, we can say to him, in pule, that it is coming to 
fruition. 
 
8,000 innocent individuals were exiled to Kalaupapa, during this dark period of Hawai`i’s 
history, most of whom died there and are buried in unmarked graves, separated in life and in 
death from their parents and families.  Yet, we have no sacred site to honor and connect to 
them and their selfless sacrifices. There is no edifice that speaks their names. 
 
I have had the great fortune to stand at the Vietnam Veteran’s Memorial, in Washington, D.C., 
and lovingly touch the names of the warriors who gave their lives for their country.  And, I have 
read the names that line the wall of honor of the Arizona Memorial, in solemn ceremony.  One 
does not need to know them or be related to them to feel profoundly touched and grateful. 
 
In the same way, the Kalaupapa Memorial will remember and honor these heroes who paid the 
ultimate sacrifice, to alleviate the suffering of others, by their name. Many of them belong to 
children who were separated from their families, forever, because they had no immunity to the 
disease.  They have been left out of history and their family genealogy and are waiting to be 
rediscovered.  The Memorial will serve as a symbol of justice, a place of healing, family 
reunification and remembrance, especially, for our `ohana, who still carries the pain of 
separation, from one generation to the next. 
 
The National Park Service writes of Kalaupapa in this way: 
 
 “Few places in the world better illustrate the human capacity for endurance or for 
charity than the remote Kalaupapa Peninsula on the island of Molokai. The area achieved 
notoriety when the Kingdom of Hawai'i instituted a century-long policy of forced segregation of 
persons afflicted with Hansen's disease...On January 6, 1866, the first group of nine men and 
three women were dropped off at the mouth of Waikolu Valley, the closest accessible point to 
Kalawao on the southeast side of the peninsula. By October of the same year, 101 men and 41 
women had been left to die at Kalawao.”  
 
The law forcing the permanent exile of children, women and men diagnosed with Hansen’s 
Disease would remain in full execution until 1969, when it was finally abolished.  Can we even 
imagine such a fate, today, even as we suffer the greatest pandemic of our time?  Absolutely, 
not.  The Kalaupapa Memorial is a way for us, a civilized and enlightened society, to give these 
heroes, in death, the dignity and honor that they were denied in life...our deepest gratitude and 
Aloha 
 
Ka ‘Ohana is requesting $5 million from the Legislature for construction of the 
Memorial, and we are raising an additional $5 million for an endowment to make sure 
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the Memorial is maintained and cared for in perpetuity. The cost, per person, of this request is 
miniscule ($625.00), compared to the price that they paid, so that the rest of society could 
breathe free.  
 
What is the value of a human life, which suffered and died in exile, so that our ancestors and 
we could survive?  
 
Mahalo nui loa for your leadership and support and for shining a light on Hawai`i’s true heroes.  
Our gratitude will run, for generations. 
 
Aloha nui loa, 
 
 
Kehaulani Lum 
Grandniece of Evelyn, Christina and Henry Nala`ielua  
and Great grandniece of Joe Nala`ielua 
 



Senator Donovan M. Dela Cruz, Chair                                                     Feb. 28, 2022 
Ways and Means Committee, Hawaii State Legislature 
415 South Beretania Street, Honolulu, Hawai`i 96813 
Bill Number: SB3338  

Hearing: Tuesday, March 2, 2022, 10:15 a.m.   Room 211 

I write in strong SUPPORT of SB3338 SD1, funding $5 million for the 
Kalaupapa Memorial construction 

Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Keith Agaran and Members of the Ways and 
Means Committee,  

My name is Hitoshi Hida. It is my honor to be invited to assist the Memorial 
Committee as an architect in developing the conceptual design for an 
historically very important memorial such as this Kalaupapa Memorial.  

It was in June of 2015 when I went to Kalaupapa first time with the Memorial 
Committee members. It was on the flight to Kalaupapa that I was shown a 
conceptual design of the memorial and I strongly believe that it was divinely 
inspired as a result of my prayer. When we arrived at the very site where the 
memorial is to be constructed, I verbally presented the design among the 
members of the Committee and Ka ‘Ohana O Kalaupapa. They all happily 
accepted the design. Since then, the design has been used as the project vision 
and to promote the project and now developed into construction document.  

The concept is composed of two circles: Mauka circle representing the 8000 
people with Hansen’s disease who were sent away to Kalaupapa and Makai 
circle representing the family who were left behind. The two circles were 
pulled and  juxtaposed together at the middle. The juxtaposition represents 
one of the main purposes of the memorial: that is to reconnect the families 
who were separated forever.  

There will be a stone wall surrounding Mauka circle as if embracing the circle. 
It will have the names of the 8000 patients to be inscribed onto it to celebrate 
and memorialize their lives.   

I believe it is important for our generations to memorialize these people and 
their families as well as the place.  Therefore we humbly ask for your support 
of SB3338 to provide funding of $5 million for the Kalaupapa Memorial.  

Respectfully submitted,  
Hitoshi Hida 
Hitoshi.hida@outlook.com 

mailto:Hitoshi.hida@outlook.com




  
 
 

  
 



Senator Donovan M. Dela Cruz, Chair                                      March 1, 2022 
Ways and Means Committee 
Hawaiʻi State Legislature 
Honolulu, Hawaiʻi 96813 
 
Bill Number SB3338 SD1 
 
Wednesday, March 2, 2022 10:15 a.m.- Room 211 
 
 
Support of SB3338 SD1, for the $5 million construction funding for the Kalaupapa 
Memorial. 
 
Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Keith Agaran and Members of the Ways and Means 
Committee 
 
My name is Tim Leong. I am a resident of Molokai and am writing in support of SB3338 SD1 to 
provide funding for the construction of the Kalaupapa Memorial. 
 
On February 14, 1888, my great-great grandfather, Kahoʻoilimoku and his thirteen year old 
son, Alapaʻi, were sent to Kalaupapa. They were reunited with another son, fourteen year old 
Kaʻaea, who had been sent on January 30, 1888. They died within a span of four years and 
were buried in unmarked graves. They started their lives in Kawaipapa, Maui and ended their 
lives in Kalaupapa, Molokai: exchanging the Wai (fresh water) for the Lau (leaf). 
 
It wasn't until I was in my 60's that I found out I had family that were sent to Kalaupapa. In our 
household, genealogy was the domain of the women. Nothing was written. My mother,  aunts 
and older sister would  sometimes gather after dinner, to "talk-story" about our ancestors, over 
cups of tea and dessert. I found out later that family stories could have contradicting versions, 
outlandish embellishments and convenient omissions. In 2010, I became a member of Ka 
ʻOhana O Kalaupapa and was able to get confirmation that I had three family members that 
were sent to Kalaupapa. This led me on an amazing journey to the Hawaii State Archives, the 
Bureau of Conveyances and worldwide web to fill in the missing pieces. 
 
Kahoʻoilimoku was granted 18 acres in Kawaipapa, Hāna, Maui in 1855. He was an awa 
grower and with his wife raised a family of one daughter and four sons. In 1888, he and two of 
his sons were diagnosed with leprosy and were sent to Kalaupapa.  He was an Elder of 
Kanaana Hou Church.  
 
Kahoʻoilimoku died on June 14, 1890. He was 57 years old.  
Alapaʻi died on September 10, 1891. He was 16 years old. 
Kaʻaea died on January 27, 1892. He was 18 years old. 
 
As a tribute to my great-great grandfather, Kahoʻoilimoku and to all the many other Hawaiian 
citizens throughout the islands who sacrificed so much for the benefit of others, I respectfully 
request your support for SB3338 SD1t o provide funding for the construction of the Kalaupapa 
Memorial. Mahalo. 
 
Respectfully submitted,        Tim Leong, Molokai 



March 1, 2022 
 
Senator Donovan M. Dela Cruz, Chair                           
Ways and Means Committee 
Hawai’i State Legislature 
Honolulu, Hawai`i 96813 
 
Bill Number: SB3338 SD1  
 
Hearing: Wednesday March 2022  10:15 am – Room 211Conference  
 
I write to STRONGLY SUPPORT of SB3338 SD 1, funding $5 million for the Kalaupapa 
Memorial construction. 
 
My name Marilyn Puanani Janssen Cleghorn .     
 
I am writing on behalf of the family of Margarete Lucie Georgine Buns Weber who was a   
patient that died on February 25, 1917 and is buried in Kalaupapa, Moloka`i.  We assume because 
of her date of death that she is buried in the area where many of the markers were washed away 
by the tidal wave. 
 
Kalaupapa is a place like no other.  Once you visit there, you leave a different person.  There are 
more than 8,000 stories of pain and sorrow by people of many different races and cultures who 
were forced to come together and as a result created their own culture. 
 
A memorial honoring the people sent to Kalaupapa would not only help the families bring long 
awaited closure of their loved ones buried there but be a profound life experience to all those that 
visit.  Kalaupapa has a story to tell and that story is a very important part of our history here in 
the Islands as well as around the world. 
 
My great-grandmother’s life and death in Kalaupapa was a huge mystery to my family, as was her 
young grandson “Willie Olsen” who died at the Leahi Hospital on Oahu.  I learned of her from my 
father when I was a young child and as an adult, when I wrote to my family about her, I 
discovered that I was one of the two family members who knew of her illness and where she was 
laid to rest.  What a shame that her family wasn’t able to mourn her as she deserved, but that’s 
the way it was for many of the patients at Kalaupapa in those days. 
 
Like many of the Ohana O`Kalaupapa , I anxiously await the day that I will have a place to lay my 
lei in honor of my great-grandmother who traveled as a young lady from Germany with dreams of 
raising her family in her new country which she loved and now called home. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Marilyn Puanani Janssen Cleghorn      
P.O. Box 359, 
Kula, HI 96790  
(808)878-6170 



Patrick Boland 
45-665 Uhilehua St. 
Kaneohe, HI 96744 
February 28, 2022 

 
To:  Honorable Donovan Dela Cruz, Chairman 
  Members of the Committee on Ways and Means 
 
Date:  Wednesday Mar 2, 2022 
Time:  10:15 a.m. 
Place:  Conference Room 211 
 
Re:  SB 3338 SD1 Relating to the Kalaupapa Memorial 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this bill.  I am Patrick Boland, a long-time friend of 
Kalaupapa and its people, and an occasional driver/guide for a patient-operated tour business 
there. 
 
Between 1866 and 1969 approximately 8000 of our brothers and sisters thought to have 
leprosy were banished to Kalaupapa.  They were deprived of their freedom and gave the rest of 
their lives for the benefit of the rest of us – for our perceived safety. 
 
In 2008, through SCR 298, the Legislature recognized our debt to them.  The resolution 
acknowledged the people of Kalaupapa and their families and apologized for harsh government 
policies.  A copy of the resolution is attached. 
 
This is an appropriate time to implement the findings of the resolution and repay the debt in a 
concrete way.  Funding the Kalaupapa memorial is a way to do this. 
 
It is also simply a matter of justice. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
 
Attachment: SCR 298 SD1 from 2008 
 
 
 
SB3338 SD1 testimony 

 
  



 

S.C.R. NO. 208 
TWENTY-FOURTH LEGISLATURE, 
2008 

S.D. 1 

STATE OF HAWAII   
    

  
  

SENATE CONCURRENT 
RESOLUTION 

  
  
RECOGNIZING, ACKNOWLEDGING, AND EXPRESSING GRATITUDE TO THE 

PEOPLE OF KALAUPAPA AND THEIR FAMILIES FOR THEIR GREAT 
SACRIFICES AND HARDSHIPS AS A RESULT OF THEIR FORCED 
ISOLATION, WHICH AT THE TIME WAS BELIEVED TO PROTECT THE 
PUBLIC'S HEALTH, AND APOLOGIZING TO THE PEOPLE OF KALAUPAPA 
AND THEIR FAMILIES FOR ANY HARSH RESTRICTIONS THAT CAUSED 
THEM UNDUE PAIN AS THE RESULT OF FORMER GOVERNMENT POLICIES 
SURROUNDING LEPROSY. 

  
  
 
 
     WHEREAS, from 1866 to 1969, an estimated 8,000 citizens of 
Hawai‘i were forced to leave their families and to be isolated, 
most often on the Kalaupapa peninsula, because of society's fear 
of leprosy (also known as Hansen's disease); and 
  
     WHEREAS, these individuals were mothers and fathers, sons 
and daughters, brothers and sisters who were separated at all 
ages, from very young to very old; and 
  
     WHEREAS, for many of these residents, the separation was 
permanent, yet, because they felt they were protecting the 
general public from a disease that was not curable until the 
1940s, most people diagnosed with leprosy willingly made this 
greatest of sacrifices; and 
  
     WHEREAS, these sacrifices were made because these heroic 
individuals did not want anyone else to experience this disease, 
which was not only physically painful, but also emotionally 
difficult to bear; and 
  
     WHEREAS, despite being exiled by their own government and 
suffering great deprivations and injustices throughout much of 



their lives, the people of Kalaupapa have been remarkably 
resilient and have responded to their situations with kindness, 
generosity, and forgiveness rather than anger, bitterness, and 
despair; and 
  
     WHEREAS, the families of those sent to Kalaupapa also 
suffered unimaginable pain; and 
  
     WHEREAS, fathers and mothers were forced to take their 
unsuspecting children diagnosed with leprosy to a designated 
facility and leave them there, resulting in farewells of agony 
and sorrow; and 
  
     WHEREAS, those same parents would later watch from the 
docks as their children were loaded onto the ships destined for 
Kalaupapa, possibly the last time they would see one another; 
and 
  
     WHEREAS, children born to the people of Kalaupapa were 
immediately taken away at birth and grew up with other relatives 
or in orphanages, and, if they were fortunate, would eventually 
get to know their parents, but not until they were nearly adults 
or older; and 
  
     WHEREAS, relationships between parents and children could 
be difficult to establish and maintain because of the forced 
separation; and 
  
     WHEREAS, the Kalaupapa residents and their families have 
mostly accepted their circumstances throughout the years and put 
their lives back together as best they could; and 
  
     WHEREAS, the government has maintained Kalaupapa for the 
last remaining residents as long as they choose to remain there, 
and provides for their medical, food, and housing needs; and 
  
     WHEREAS, there has never been an official acknowledgement 
to the people of Kalaupapa for all that they did and the 
exemplary manner in how they have lived their lives; now, 
therefore, 
  
     BE IT RESOLVED by the Senate of the Twenty-fourth 
Legislature of the State of Hawaii, Regular Session of 2008, the 
House of Representatives concurring, that the Legislature 
recognizes, acknowledges, and expresses gratitude to the people 
of Kalaupapa and their families for their sacrifices, for 
thinking more of the public than of themselves, for giving up 



freedoms and opportunities the rest of society takes for 
granted, for rebuilding their lives with pride and dignity, for 
overcoming prejudice and discrimination, and for consistently 
reaching out to others in need; and 
  
     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that while with the adoption of this 
measure, the Legislature does not confer any legal cause of 
action or any legal rights, remedies, relief, restitution, or 
reparations on any person, it nonetheless apologizes for the 
past actions against, and treatment of, past and current 
residents of Kalaupapa; and 
  
     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this overdue action be issued 
with the utmost respect and admiration for those remaining 
Kalaupapa residents, the descendents of those who have died and 
family members who all have endured separation from loved ones 
and the anguish that came with it, with the hope that if any 
quarantine or isolation is necessary in the future to protect 
public health and safety, it will be used only with appropriate 
safeguards to protect every individual's dignity and rights; and 
  
     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that certified copies of this 
Concurrent Resolution be transmitted to all the residents of 
Kalaupapa, Ka‘Ohana O Kalaupapa, the Governor, the Director of 
Health, and the Superintendent of Kalaupapa National Historical 
Park. 
 
 



Senator Donovan M. Dela Cruz, Chair                                               March 1, 2022 
Ways and Means Committee 
Hawaiʻi State Legislature 
Honolulu, Hawaiʻi 96813 
 
Bill Number SB3338 SD1 
 
Wednesday, March 2, 2022 10:15 a.m.- Room 211 
 
I write in Strong Support of SB3338 SD1, for the $5 million construction funding for the 
Kalaupapa Memorial. 
 
Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Keith Agaran and Members of the Ways and Means 
Committee 
 
My name is Ellen Christine Storm. I am a founding member of Ka ‘Ohana O Kalaupapa. 
 
My husband, Rev Dr Lon Rycraft was the Protestant minister in Kalaupapa for Kana’ana Hou  
and Siloama churches (UCC) from 1993 to 2005. 
 
Living in Kalaupapa for almost 12 years gave us a unique experience and perspective. 
The residents of Kalaupapa are survivors in the deepest sense. 
They were able to move beyond the pain, the suffering, the sadness in ways that are examples 
of strength and inspiration to all of us. 
 
They are the true heroes. 
 
Ka ‘Ohana O Kalaupapa is requesting that the Hawaii  State Legislature allocate $5 million for 
construction of the Memorial.Ka ‘Ohana O Kalaupapa is also raising $5 million for an  
endowment to make sure that the Memorial is maintained and cared for in perpetuity. 
 
The Kalaupapa Memorial will remember and honor all of the people by their name. 
The Memorial will return the names to the history that they helped create. It will serve as a 
symbol of justice.  
 
The Memorial will help family members find healing and closure. It will be a living Memorial as 
future generations visit and learn about ancestors they might not have known about.  
 
Keeping alive the important history of Kalaupapa and preserving the legacies of the thousands 
of men, women and children who were forcibly isolated there.  
 
Thank you for all for your work on Senate Bill 3338 SD1 
  
Thank you for your support to provide funding for the Kalaupapa Memorial.  
 
Sincerely, Ellen C Storm 
February, 2022 
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Remote Testimony 
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Tessa Munekiyo Ng Individual Support No 

 

 

Comments:  

My name is Tessa Munekiyo Ng and I am a member of the Kalaupapa Memorial Design 

Committee. I have been working with the Ka ‘Ohana O Kalaupapa for many years to 

help make this important Memorial a reality. 

 

I am writing in strong support of SB 3338 which would provide $5 million for 

construction of The Kalaupapa Memorial. 

The United States Congress passed The Kalaupapa Memorial Act that was signed by 

President Barack Obama in 2009, authorizing Ka ‘Ohana to establish the Memorial. 

Since that time, the ‘Ohana has been involved in federal and state compliance 

processes, assembled a strong Memorial Committee that produced a beautiful and 

meaningful design for the Memorial, compiled the names of nearly 8,000 people who 

were sent to Kalaupapa, and developed a fundraising strategy. 

 

The names of the people of Kalaupapa have been mostly forgotten over the years and 

left out of the history that they helped to create. The Kalaupapa Memorial will make 

certain that they will be forever remembered and returned to the history of Kalaupapa 

and their family histories. The Memorial will serve as a place of reconnection for 

descendants who will find healing and pride as they are surrounded by the names. 

 

We humbly ask for your support of SB3338 to provide funding for The Kalaupapa 

Memorial. 

 

Tessa Munekiyo Ng 
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Comments:  

Aloha mai e Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Keith-Agaran, and members of the Senate Ways and 

Means Committee.  

My name is Monica Morris, and I am submtting testimony in support of SB3338 SD1.   

  My grandfather is Alfred Clement Hoopii, who at the age of 23 was taken from his young wife 

and daughter and removed to Kalaupapa in 1927.  He passed away four years later.  

Alfred Hoopii's daughter, my mother, rarely spoke about her father.  She does remember going 

to Honolulu Harbor as a young girl, and along with her mother, waving to her father as he left on 

a ship.  They would never see him again.  Father Damien of Kalaupapa, now St. Damien, became 

a source of comfort to my mother throughout her life.   

My search to learn more about my grandfather began in earnest in 1990.  I have visited 

Kalaupapa three times.  I have not located my grandfather's tombstone or gravesite, and believe 

he is buried in an umarked grave.  My visits to Kalaupapa have been profound, and I have met 

proud, courageous and resilient people who built their community, and who live with joy and 

dignity.  Ka 'Ohana o Kalaupapa has been a vast resource in my search for information, and has 

become my loving and extended family.  We ask for your support of SB3338 SD1, which would 

fund the Kalaupapa Memorial and honor the 8,000 men, women and children who were removed 

to Kalaupapa, their families that were left behind, and their descendants.  The Memorial would 

also honor my grandfather and others who are buried in unmarked graves.  It would also 

memorialize an important part of Hawaii's history, which should never be forgotten.   

I respectfully ask you to support SB3338 SD1, and pass it out of your committee.  Mahalo nui 

loa.   

  

 



Sister M. Davilyn Ah Chick, osf 
Sisters of St. Francis ~ Marianne Cope Convent 

2102 Liliha Street, Honolulu, HI  96817 
 
Senator Donovan M. Dela Cruz, Chairman 
Ways and Means Committee 
Hawai'i State Legislature, Honolulu, HI  96813 
 
Bill Number:  SB-3338 SD1 
Funding $5,000,000.00 million dollars for the Kalaupapa Memorial Construction 
 
Hearing on March 2, 2022, at 10:15 a.m. in our Hawaii State Capitol 
 
Dear Chair Dela Cruz, Vice-Chair Keith Agaran, and Committee Members, 
 
Aloha and the blessings of our Lord Jesus Christ and all the Saints!  

 
I am Sister M. Davilyn Ah Chick, osf, a Sister of St. Francis, a Board Director of Ka 'Ohana O Kaluapapa, Chairperson 
of St. Francis Healthcare System of Hawai'i, Honolulu, Hawaii.   I am proud to be a Sister of St. Francis, because I 
belong to Saint Marianne Cope's religious community and able to serve our People of Hawai'i.   In 1883, Mother 
Marianne Cope and six of my Sisters of St. Francis answered the plea of King Kalakaua and Queen Kapiolani to care 
for those afflicted by Hansen's disease.  St. Marianne Cope served the people of Kalaupapa for 30 years and was 
declared by Pope Benedict as a saint, “The Beloved Mother of Outcasts.” We, the Sisters of St. Francis, are honored 
and happy to serve God and His People here in Hawai'i now for 139 years and beyond. 
 
I am writing to strongly support Senate Bill 3338 SD1 requesting funding of $5,000,000.00 for the Kalaupapa 
Memorial construction, because  

• The Kalaupapa Memorial will list and preserve the names of each of the estimated 8,000 men, women, and 
children who were taken from their families and forcibly isolated at Kalaupapa, Molokai.  This Memorial 
will return the people of Kalaupapa to the history they helped create while providing families and visitors 
with a place to find healing and pride for all eternity. 

• Today, fewer than 1,000 graves remain that can be identified with names.  The Kalaupapa Memorial will be 
a living memorial as new generations learn of the sacrifices, strength, and resilience of their ancestors. 

• May I share with you what Representative Mazie Hirono (now Senator Hirono) from the press release 
announcing the signing of the Kalaupapa Memorial Act into law by President Barack Obama on March 30, 
2009, stated: “The passage of the Kalaupapa Memorial Act should be a proud moment for all 
Americans. We will now be able to recognize the Hansen’s disease patients of Kalaupapa for the 
way they led dignified, inspirational lives under extremely challenging circumstances. I would like 
to thank the members of Ka ‘Ohana O Kalaupapa for their ongoing efforts. . . I will continue to 
work with them until the Kalaupapa Memorial becomes a reality.”  

 
Thank you very much for making it possible for me to ask you for your support of SB-3338 SD1for $5,000,000.00 
for the Kalaupapa Memorial construction.  All of you are reassured of my humble prayers.  May God continue to 
bless you and all you do for God's people here in Hawai'i and beyond! 
 
Gratefully and sincerely yours in Christ and St. Marianne Cope, 
 
Sister M. Davilyn Ah Chick, osf 
Board Director of Ka 'Ohana O Kalaupapa 
sisterdavilyn@gmail.com 
(808) 538-1526 
 
 
 



Sister M. Davilyn Ah Chick, osf 
Sisters of St. Francis ~ Marianne Cope Convent 

2102 Liliha Street, Honolulu, HI  96817 
 
Senator Donovan M. Dela Cruz, Chairman 
Ways and Means Committee 
Hawai'i State Legislature, Honolulu, HI  96813 
 
Bill Number:  SB-3338 SD1 
Funding $5,000,000.00 million dollars for the Kalaupapa Memorial Construction 
 
Hearing on March 2, 2022, at 10:15 a.m. in our Hawaii State Capitol 
 
Dear Chair Dela Cruz, Vice-Chair Keith Agaran, and Committee Members, 
 
Aloha and the blessings of our Lord Jesus Christ and all the Saints!  

 
I am Sister M. Davilyn Ah Chick, osf, a Sister of St. Francis, a Board Director of Ka 'Ohana O Kaluapapa, Chairperson 
of St. Francis Healthcare System of Hawai'i, Honolulu, Hawaii.   I am proud to be a Sister of St. Francis, because I 
belong to Saint Marianne Cope's religious community and able to serve our People of Hawai'i.   In 1883, Mother 
Marianne Cope and six of my Sisters of St. Francis answered the plea of King Kalakaua and Queen Kapiolani to care 
for those afflicted by Hansen's disease.  St. Marianne Cope served the people of Kalaupapa for 30 years and was 
declared by Pope Benedict as a saint, “The Beloved Mother of Outcasts.” We, the Sisters of St. Francis, are honored 
and happy to serve God and His People here in Hawai'i now for 139 years and beyond. 
 
I am writing to strongly support Senate Bill 3338 SD1 requesting funding of $5,000,000.00 for the Kalaupapa 
Memorial construction, because  

• The Kalaupapa Memorial will list and preserve the names of each of the estimated 8,000 men, women, and 
children who were taken from their families and forcibly isolated at Kalaupapa, Molokai.  This Memorial 
will return the people of Kalaupapa to the history they helped create while providing families and visitors 
with a place to find healing and pride for all eternity. 

• Today, fewer than 1,000 graves remain that can be identified with names.  The Kalaupapa Memorial will be 
a living memorial as new generations learn of the sacrifices, strength, and resilience of their ancestors. 

• May I share with you what Representative Mazie Hirono (now Senator Hirono) from the press release 
announcing the signing of the Kalaupapa Memorial Act into law by President Barack Obama on March 30, 
2009, stated: “The passage of the Kalaupapa Memorial Act should be a proud moment for all 
Americans. We will now be able to recognize the Hansen’s disease patients of Kalaupapa for the 
way they led dignified, inspirational lives under extremely challenging circumstances. I would like 
to thank the members of Ka ‘Ohana O Kalaupapa for their ongoing efforts. . . I will continue to 
work with them until the Kalaupapa Memorial becomes a reality.”  

 
Thank you very much for making it possible for me to ask you for your support of SB-3338 SD1for $5,000,000.00 
for the Kalaupapa Memorial construction.  All of you are reassured of my humble prayers.  May God continue to 
bless you and all you do for God's people here in Hawai'i and beyond! 
 
Gratefully and sincerely yours in Christ and St. Marianne Cope, 
 
Sister M. Davilyn Ah Chick, osf 
Board Director of Ka 'Ohana O Kalaupapa 
sisterdavilyn@gmail.com 
(808) 538-1526 
 
 
 



SB-3338-SD-1 

Submitted on: 3/1/2022 4:43:27 AM 

Testimony for WAM on 3/2/2022 10:15:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Remote Testimony 

Requested 

Debra Collard Individual Support No 

 

 

Comments:  

In Support of SB3338 SD! 

Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Keith Agaran and Members of the Ways and Means 

Committee 

My mother Odetta Weight, was born in Kalaupapa in 1931. She was raised in an orphanage and 

foster homes along with her 2 brothers. She searched for her parents only to find they were all 

separated because of Hansen's Disease and discovered she had two additional brothers who also 

contracted the disease and are buried in Kalaupapa. She was fortunate to be able to locate her 

father's marked grave but her mother and brothers graves nearby are unmarked. She was so 

thankful to have been shown where they rest and given some information about them. But many 

families are not so fortunate.This memorial will list the names of all 8,000 residents for families 

and future generations. This will give families the opportunity to find the names of theiir loved 

ones, to be remembered with dignity and honored for their sacrifices endured by the entire 

family.  

Mahalo nui,  

Debra Collard (Staff RN Kalaupapa Care Home and Ka Ohana O Kalaupapa, Board of 

Directors) 

 



March 1, 2022

Senator Donovan Dela Cruz
Hawai`i State Legislature
Hawai`i State Capitol -- Room 208
415 -- South Beretania Street
Honolulu, Hawai`i 96813

Aloha Senator Dela Cruz,

My name is Charmaine Woodward, great granddaughter of David and Alana Kamahana.  Both of my great
grandparents were sent to Kalaupapa.  In 1888 when my great grandfather was 13 he was sent to Kalaupapa.  In
1904 when my great grandmother was 16, she too was sent to Kalaupapa.  At the tender age of 13 and 16 they
were ripped apart from their family to nearly a lifelong sentence of isolation in Kalaupapa.

This is a picture of my great grandparents on their wedding day January 1, 1911.

Starting from a push-cart my great grandparents created a store in the heart of Kalaupapa town.  The store was a
symbol that even through adversity, our families were able to create a beautiful life.  They were taken away from
their families, their children were taken away from them but they found ways to love even through the distance.



These past few years living through a COVID filled world all of us for a brief moment got to feel what that isolation
might have felt like for the patients of Kalaupapa.  All of us hunkered down with food and water, locked ourselves
down in our homes to protect ourselves from the sickness that was lingering outside the doors.  Many of us were
forced to face holidays without our families or sent our aloha from six feet away through air hugs and honis - how
painful it was to long for an embrace of a grandparent but unwilling to risk the possibility of getting them sick.  Each
and everyone of us lived through that.  Now for a moment imagine saying goodbye to the ones who mean the most
to you, never seeing them or embracing them again.  That is what the patients of Kalaupapa endured their entire
lifetime.

Almost four years ago on February 10, 2018 after a meeting in Kalaupapa I asked Uncle Boogie, Aunty Gloria, and
Aunty Pauline why is it so important to build the memorial now? Here is what they had to say:

Link: https://share.icloud.com/photos/078eCH1fXvOYmh7zPpgFXwARA

Generations after us need to understand that Kalaupapa is important because they hold the stories of our people -
strong, resilient, aloha-filled people.  Even through adversity they found a way to overcome and create beautiful

https://share.icloud.com/photos/078eCH1fXvOYmh7zPpgFXwARA
https://share.icloud.com/photos/078eCH1fXvOYmh7zPpgFXwARA


lives that we should celebrate.  Look at Uncle Boogie, Aunty Gloria, Aunty Pauline they don’t hold grudges - only
aloha.

Last year we lost one of my most favorite people, Uncle Boogie and every year we wait we will lose more and more
patients.  At the time of this video there were 13, now only 9.  When will their wishes be granted?  When will the
lives of these strong, beautifully resilient people who endured so much be honored and remembered?  This
memorial will honor not just them but the 8,000 other patients who were sent to Kalaupapa so we can say their
name and tell their stories, so their ohana generations after can begin to understand and heal.  My son Nainoa
Woodward said, “The memorial is not just for our generation but for future generations so we can learn and evolve
from what happened there.”  It is time to celebrate and honor them for the beautiful people they are and for the
opportunity we had to soak in the presence, to hear their stories so we too can be grounded in the possibility of
the life we too can lead despite adversity.

Me ka ha’aha’a,

Charmaine Woodward
Ka Ohana o Kalaupapa Board President



2744 Lower Lake Road
Seneca Falls, NY  13148

February 28, 2022

Senator  Donovan Dela Cruz, Chairperson
Ways and  Means Committee
Hawai‘i State Legislature
415 South Beretania Street
Honolulu, Hawai‘i  96813

Hearing: Wednesday, March 2, 10:15 am, Room 211 

In support of SB3338 SD1 – Relating to The Kalaupapa Memorial

To Chairperson Donovan, Vice-Chair Agaran  and Members of the Ways and Means Committee:

I strongly support SB3338 that will fund the construction of the The Kalaupapa Memorial. 

I first visited Kalaupapa in 1977 as an historical architect with the National Park Service. I was part 
of a month long effort to review the condition of some 400  structures and buildings and make 
recommendations on repair needs including rough cost estimates. This was part of a legislated planning 
effort to determine the feasibility of having Kalaupapa designated as part of the National Park System. 

Kalaupapa National Historical Park (NHP) was authorized by an act of Congress and signed into law 
in December 1980. I was hired in 1982 as the first and only permanent NPS employee until Kalaupapa 
NHP received its first annual appropriations in fiscal year 1985. At that time I was appointed the first 
Superintendent. Having lived in the settlement more than five years, three years of which I was the only 
NPS employee, I became part of the community.  I made several life long friends while living there, 
most of whom have passed away.  In conversations with the residents about what they felt was most 
important for the National Park Service to focus on, they overwhelmingly said that they wanted to see 
the graveyards cleared and all of the graves taken care of. It was clear that they wanted to be remembered 
and wanted those who had come before them to be remembered. 

Clearing the graves is a way to honor both the past and present residents and it became the top priority 
for the NPS when I was Superintendent. However, there are only a little more than 1,000 identified 
graves at Kalaupapa out of an estimated 8,000 people who were sent there. 

There is a field next to Father Damien’s Church and across the road from the chosen site for the 
Kalaupapa Memorial that reportedly contains 2,000 unmarked graves. The Kalaupapa Memorial will 
honor all of these individuals and ensure that every person who was sent to Kalaupapa is remembered 
and included in their own history. The Kalaupapa Memorial will serve to remember their lives and 
legacies for the education and inspiration of present and future generations.



With 26 years experience working for the NPS, I am very familiar with the National Park Service’s 
policies regarding memorials and monuments within National Park sites. So was Don Reeser, who 
served as Superintendent of Haleakala National Park for many years. However, we both also recognized 
that Kalaupapa is still in its historic period and that the wishes of the residents should be honored as part 
of Kalaupapa’s ongoing history. Don Reeser (who has since passed away) and I have both worked closely 
with Ka ‘Ohana O Kalaupapa on plans for the Kalaupapa Memorial in order to see that the wishes of the 
people of Kalaupapa, past and present, are respected.      

Sincerely, 

     
Henry G. Law
First Superintendent, Kalaupapa National Historical Park
Photograph Specialist, IDEA Center for the Voices of Humanity
hlaw@idealeprosydignity.org; 315-224-3415



Senator Donovan M. Dela Cruz, Chair 
Ways and Means Committee 
Hawai`i State Legislature 
415 South Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawai`i 96813 
 
Bill Number: SB3338  
 
Hearing: March 2, 2022, 10:15 a.m. 
Room 211, Hawai`i State Capitol 
 
I write in support of SB3338 SD1, funding $5 million for The Kalaupapa Memorial 
construction 
 
Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Keith Agaran and Members of the Ways and Means 
Committee, 
 
My name is Jason Umemoto. I was a long serving member on the Board of Directors of 
Ka ‘Ohana O Kalaupapa and have continued serving as the Chairperson of the 
Kalaupapa Memorial Committee. My involvement is directly related to my relationship 
with my grand-uncle Ed Kato, who was a long-time resident-patient at Kalaupapa.  The 
Committee is comprised of current residents, descendants, ‘Ohana members and 
dedicated professional consultants all seeking to realize this dream to provide a 
touchstone to ancestors and celebrate their community. 
 
I am writing in strong support of SB 3338 SD1 which would provide $5 million for 
construction of The Kalaupapa Memorial.  In particular, my Uncle Ed spoke to me 
about the idea of a memorial for many years when it was just an idea being carried by 
the community to try and establish a way to memorialize the community and dramatic 
history of the peninsula 
 
The names of the people of Kalaupapa have been mostly forgotten over the years and 
left out of the history that they helped to create.  The Memorial will serve as a place of 
reconnection for descendants who will find healing and pride as they are surrounded by 
the names.  
 
We humbly ask for your support of SB3338 SD1 to provide funding for The Kalaupapa 
Memorial. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jason Umemoto  
Chair, Kalaupapa Memorial Committee 



March t,2022

Senator Donovan M. Dela Cruz

Ways and Means Committee
Hawai'i State Legislature
Honolulu, Hawai'i 96813

Bill Number 583338 SDl

Wednesday, March 2,202210:15 a.m.- Room 211

Strong Support for 583338 SDl, for the 55 million construction funding for the Kalaupapa Memorial.

Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Keith Agaran and Members of the Ways and Means Committee

I am writing this support letter as a founding member of Ka 'Ohana 0 Kalaupapa ('0hana) in 2003.

I currently serve as a Board member and as Secretary of the organization. I have also had the privilege of
representing Santa Claus at Kalaupapa's annual Christmas party for over a quester of a century.

My letter is also written in remembrance of the many friends I was fortunate to have at Kalaupapa, who have
passed away. The Memorial project was their dream, a dream that they fostered over the years with the support
of their extended family members and long-time friends of the Kalaupapa community.

At the beginning of 202t there were 12 residents living with the right to live at Kalaupapa. Today only 9 remain.
ln 2021 the community lost three heroes- Makia Malo and Barbara Marks, both founding members of Ka

'Ohana O Kalaupapa and Ka Ohana President, Clarence "Boogie" Kahilihiwa. They like so many who have passed

away would have wanted to be present at the unveiling of the completed Memorial, a tribute to all their brave
peers who sacrificed so much for the perceived betterment of society. The Memorial is a long overdue and well
deserved honor.

The attached exhibit includes strong statements from those residents who have passed away expressing why it
was important to them to see a completed Memorial in their lifetime. The exhibit also references a letter dated
August 23, 1960 to the residents of Kalaupapa from Helen Keller in which she expresses the following sentiment:
"For mony yeors I hove reod with offection obout you ond my heart goes out to in this messoge. You ore omong
the bravest people of whom I know."

The Memorial will include the names of all the approximate 8,000 individuals who were forcibly separated from
their families and lives and sent to Kalaupapa-individuals from all walks of life and from all islands throughout
the State. This is reflected on a short video on the'Ohana website (www.kalaupapaohana.ors). The video
earned a historic preservation award from Historic Hawaii Foundation, one of six such awards the organization
has bestowed on Ka 'Ohana for its historic preservation work at Kalaupapa.

Less than 1,000 of the individuals who died at Kalaupapa still have a marked grave that can be identified. Nearly

7,000 rest in unmarked graves and their names are no longer part of the landscape where they lived together
and built a community under the most difficult of circumstances.

The Most Reverend Larry Silva, Bishop of Honolulu wrote, 'The Memoriol would serve os o kind of communol
"tombstone" so thot oll buried on the Peninsulo, whether in morked or unmorked groves could be remembered.

March 1, 2022

Senator Donovan M. Dela Cruz
Ways and Means Committee
Hawai‘i State Legislature
Honoiuiu, Hawai'i 95813

Bill Number 5B333B SDI

Wednesday, March 2, 2022 13:15 a.m.- Room 211

Strong Support for SP-3338 SDI, for the $5 million construction funding for the ltalaupapa Memorial.

Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, vice Chair Keith Agaran and Members of the ways and Means Committee

lam writing this support letter as a founding member of Ha ‘Ghana ii lialaupapa i'Bhana} in 2£iiJ3.
I currently serve as a Board member and as Secretary of the organization. I have also had the privilege of
representing Santa Claus at iialaupapa’s annual Christmas party for over a auester of a century.

My letter is also written in remembrance of the many friends I was fortunate to have at iialaupapa, who have
passed away. The Memorial project was their dream, a dream that they fostered over the years with the support
of their extended family members and long-time friends of the iilalaupapa community.

At the beginning of 2021 there were 12 residents living with the right to live at Kalaupapa. Today only 9 remain.
in 2Ei21 the community lost three heroes— Makia Mala and Barbara Marks, both founding members of ita
“Ghana O Kalaupapa and ita Uhana President, Clarence "Boogie" iiahilihiwa. They like so many who have passed
away would have wanted to be present at the unveiling of the completed Memorial, a tribute to all their brave
peers who sacrificed so much for the perceived betterment of society. The Memorial is a long overdue and well
deserved honor.

The attached exhibit includes strong statements from those residents who have passed away expressing why it
was important to them to see a completed Memorial in their lifetime. The exhibit also references a letter dated
August 23, 1960 to the residents of italaupapa from Helen iieller in which she expresses the following sentiment:
"For many years i have read with affection about you and my heart goes out to in this message. You are among
the hrovestpeopie of whom i know.”

The Memorial will include the names of all the approximate B,i]iiii individuals who were forcibly separated from
their families and lives and sent to Kaiaupapa—individuals from all walks of life and from all islands throughout
the State. This is reflected on a short video on the ‘Ghana website iwvww.kaiaupapaohana.org]i. The video
earned a historic preservation award from Historic Hawaii Foundation, one of six such awards the organization
has bestowed on lta ’Cihana for its historic preservation work at lialaupapa.

Less than 1,UiZiiJ ofthe individuals who died at Kalaupapa still have a marked grave that can be identified. Nearly
?,iIiEiiJ rest in unmarked graves and their names are no longer part ofthe landscape where they lived together
arid built a community under the most difficult of circumstances.

The Most Reverend Larry Silva, Bishop of Honolulu wrote, “The Memorial would 5E'i"l-‘E as a kind of communoi
“tombstone” so that aii buried on the Peninsuio, whether in marked or unmarireci graves could he remembered.
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I noticed in the testimony subnlitted by architect Hitoshi Hida that he inctuded some beautifui renderings he

drew ofthe Memorial's final design。 l have attached one ofthose renderings.The design has been praised

statewide.

Ka'Ohana has been fo「 tunate to have manv highly respected professionalfirmsinvoived in the Memorial

project,These inctude,among others,G70 international,an award‐ winning design firm of architects,and civil

engineers,Munekivo and Hiraga,a planning consuitancv and proieCt management firrn,Goodfe‖ ow Brothers,

seⅣ ing asthe contractorForthe Memo「 ial project,Donald J Stastny,an archК ect who wasinvoived in

coordinating the design development for severai maiOr prOjects,including the Flight 93 and Oklahoma City

memorials,RoM.Towi‖ suⅣeyors,who provided a‖ the suⅣey work maps forthe Memoriaisite and Carbonaro

CPA and Management G「 oup.

A tremendous amount oftime,effbrt and investment has been made to bring the Memoriaito the point where

it is today.The time to rnove is now and we are hopefulthat your cOmmittee witisuppottthe requested

S5,000,000 budgeted for construction ofthe Kalaupapa Memorial.

The'Ohana is atso planning to raise an additionaI S5,000,000 from the private sectorto establish an endowment

fund to ensure that the Memorialvvi‖ be maintained in a pristine condition in perpetuitv o The endowment wi‖

also assist to sustain Ka'Ohana's highiy successfui community outreach prOgrams,inctuding our″ Restoration of

Fanlily Ties″ progranl,which has enabled our o「 gani2atiOn to reconnect over 900 farnilies、 vith thei『 Kalaupapa

ancestors,

I have attached the testimonies of Kalaupapa residents from the Senate's Labo「 ,Cuiture and the Arts(LCA)

hearing,due to the shortturnaround tirne between the Ways and Means committee hearing.

!respectFu‖y request again for your suppott of sB3338 SDl and the S5,000,000a‖ ocation it promotes forthe

construction of the Kataupapa Memorial.Mahalo.

Sincereiv,

DeGray Vanderbitt

it would serve as a communal tombstone for these thousands ofpeople, rnore than Eli] percent of whom were
Native Hawaiians, to ensure that they are an integral part of the history that they helped to create.

The Memorial would also provide family members with a fitting place to pay tribute to their ancestors and rind
pride and healing. Time is of the essence for this project as there are not many Kaiaupapa patient residents
remaining. The small remaining population is elderly. it would he ideal to establish the Memorial so that the
patient residents can see it become a reality. ”

I noticed in the testimony submitted by architect Hitoshi Hide that he included some beautiful renderings he
drew of the Memorials final design. I have attached one of those renderings. The design has been praised
statewide.

l<a ‘Ghana has been fortunate to have many highly respected professional firms involved in the Memorial
project. These include, among others, G]-‘Cl International, an award-winning design firm of architects, and civil
engineers; Muneltiyo and Hiraga, a planning consultancy and project management firm; Goodfellow Brothers,
serving as the contractor for the Memorial project; Donald] Stastny, an architect who was involved in
coordinating the design development for several major projects, including the Flight B3 and Oklahoma City
memorials; R.l‘vl. Towili sunreyors, who provided all the survey work maps for the Memorial site and Carbonaro
CPA and Management Group.

Atremenclous amount oftime, effort and investment has been made to bring the Memorial to the point where
it is today. The time to move is now and we are hopeful that your Committee will support the requested
$5,000,000 budgeted for construction of the lialaupapa Memorial.

The “Ghana is also planning to raise an additional $5,000,000 from the private sector to establish an endowment
fund to ensure that the Memorial will be maintained in a pristine condition in perpetuity .The endowment will
also assist to sustain lta 'Clhana's highly successful community outreach programs, including our "Restoration of
Family Ties“ program, which has enabled our organization to reconnect over 900 families with their Kalaupapa
ancestors.

I have attached the testimonies of lialaupapa residents from the Senate's Labor, Culture and the Arts [LCM
hearing. due to the short turnaround time between the Ways and Means Committee hearing.

I respectfully request again for your support of E-B3333 SD1 and the $5,i]ElCl,Cl[lD allocation it promotes for the
construction of the ltalaupapa Memorial. Mahala.

Sincerely,
r_r—'.

i @i/ailza/t%‘e~
DeGray Vanderbilt
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the people oilialaupapa
before i die.
lwantto see all the nonfies lhese
peopie are my lrien-ds— -even
though many ofthem died before
I came here and ldidnt know

F"

together. l know their hearts and
’i think wedeservcto beremembered. We are portalthis world. We
didnt want to-be senthere. it was for the safety aiot_iterpeo,_alc that we
were para-way. Greaterlove hath no man than to giveuphrs llli:'li1'.h" a
iriend. That‘: what wedid.”
- Cathrlne Puahala, sent to Kataupapa in I942. a few years allot
being taken away from her familir at 5'39 9-
Photo: lfalerie Manson

souls."
— Olivia Breltha, author, sent
to lialaupapa in 193?. Mrs. Breitha died In 2DDi5 on the day that these very
words were read into the Congressional record in Washington DC.
i1l|oro.'l-lolerieivionson

"Et-erylaodtfs name. ..l want tasee their
names on the l'rl'emor.'i:.|l.. iwantmy
children and granu'ch.i.'dren and areat-
grandchildren to know that we were here.”
—ltuulel Bell postrnistresit first

“M5 gggdfgrpefipiéifl remember whowere here before H5. ll-55
yU;rlri;g [hose who went to war and died there are monurneflifi
with their names onit. My mother was also sent toitalaupapa.”
_ . Faber [Burg _||-__, [|;_‘)|_,|f driver and musician, sent to President of ltaillhana Ci Kalaupa pa, _
Kalaupapa in I 94D. sent to Kaiatipapa in I 95:5.
p,i;gg;._- yg-gr,-re it-1o,n_-;on Photo: Defiray Vanderbilt

them personally ill spiritweare all

E"§l.f.i.QL.> ‘T

RESIDENTS EXPRESS THE
IMPORTANCE UF THEM BEING
ABLE TU SEE THE NAIVIES AT TH]
UNVEILING OF THE COIHPLETED
IQELAUPAPA MEMORIAL

in a letter to Kalaupapa Residents
Helen Keller wrote the following in lSl-fit
“Yon are among rite bravest

people of whom I lli'1aw”

All the “brave people” pioturod
will not be present when the
completed .lvlomorial is unveiled;
Olivia passed away in illill-E3, Peter
in 2lIli]'i, Calhritte in EDGE,
Kuulei and Bortiarcl in Zlllllsl and
most recently, Boogie in 21321.
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February 10,2022

Senator Brian T. Taniguchi, Chairman, Labor, Culture and the
Arts Committee

SB3331I: Providing $5 million for eonstruetion ofThe
Kalaupaps Memorial
Monday, Febmary 14, 3:1!) p.m., Room 325 .

I write in strong support ofSB333B

Aloha Chairman Taniguehi and members of the Labor, Culture
and Arts Cornruittee,

My name is Pauline Ahulau Chow. I have been a resident of
KaIaupepafor6[lyeers.Th1eeofmysisterswhowere sentto
Kslaupapa before me are buried there.

The Kalaupapa Memorial is veqv important lo me. I hope you
help us make it happen.

I was a founding memherofKa ‘Ohana 0 Kaleupspe in 2003.
I{a‘OhanawastheideaofBemardPm1ikai‘a,ooeofthegreat
leedersofourpeopIe.ThatfirstmeefingofKa‘0hanabrought
toged1erI(alaupopapoIients,fe1nil3rnren1hersnodo1n'fiiends
whoofienvisitltwesanexeitingtimeofknowimlgweoould
makeadifl’e1'eneetogell1er-a.ndl:nowingthatom'fami]iesand
fiiendswouldearryooforusinthefirmre.

Sinee2008,IhavesenredontheBoa1-dofDh'eetorsofKa
‘0hana;io2009Iwsseleetedas‘v"roeP1'esidentandl1aveser\retl
in that ofiioe ever since.

rhstlhe Kalaupapa Memorial should heapnonty ofouroew
organization. We haveheenworldngonplansfortlme lvlemorial
ever siooe. We are now looking st eoosuuefion ofthe Memorial
and truly hope ibis Commitlaee will support this funding to

It was at the first ‘Ghana meeting in 2003 when we all decided

:1
flUdIB1flflmbCT&|]fl1BpflUpl0flfKB1flflp&p&Wh0h&df0lC3VGDil§=fl.-
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色milies n make ncw i拘∝ for Otttlv鶴。

I∝p∝iЛりwant的 閉 血e nanesoFdi he people who wmt

befott me,peOptt who surettd缶 蝉 hanl m.Many Of
thott poop腱 時V∝ SaW t脆静fam工儘 叩 血 IttO W』t to購

山e namesofmy s慟碍 and othばれ戯ド m henameば
my latt husband ttd tte nam∝ ofso―y ofmy attxttL

havedЫ n― Ptta.

駒 劇 町 Ou SO much for his o即 o血ュn的 tO Shatt my

wantto be ableto attd he劇 面 oaofhe
Mem∝ m ands∝ Л l of血鶴 田 meS fOF my欝 H

て:と,"定れyυP,1

families to make new lives forourselves.

I especially want to see the names ofall the people who went
beforemepeople who sufi'eredfargr'eatertI1snIdid. Many of
those people never saw their families again. I also want to sec
the names ofmy sisters and other Ahulau ‘ohana; the name oi?
my late husband and the names ofso many of my fiiends whoa
have died at Kaiaupapa.

Thank you so much for this opportunity to share my
want to be able to attend the dedication of'I11e
Memorial and see all of these names for myself‘.

23‘. ii ~_
*fia.@".@/as amps



February lo,2022

SenatOr Brian T.Taniguchi,chairman,Labor,culture and the Arts Cottwnittee

SB3338:Providing ss mili,On to build The Kalaupapa MemOttat

Mondav,February 14,3:10p.m。
,Room 325

We writein ttrong suppo『 t OfsB3338

AIoha Chairman Taniguchiand,nembers Ofthe Labor,cuiture and Arts Comrnittee,

協訂紀
I招
宿器軍踪常屋絡!甘脇 埒氾読旱紀線瑠:=ぞ七iF選躍lttages

are 97,91 and 86。

We wanttO see the names of everyone whO wassent to Kalaupapa engraved on The Kalaupapa

Memorial.we wanttO see the Memorialdedicated while we a『
e sti‖ living,Please hetp us.

The Kaiaupapa coFnmunitv has wanted a Mem。
『tal since 198S,The Memorial wasthe idea of

the late Paul Harada,husband of one Ofthe signers ofthis tetteL whO was sent to Kaiaupapa in

i綿 買 獣 i濡 龍 ri辮 留 常 片器w釈 躍 略 寵縄 謂 協 黙 監 密 協 |

VVhen Ka'Ohana o Kaiaupapa organized in 2003,those oF us who were founding members Of

the'Ohana agreed that one of our priorities wOu,d be to establish a MemoriaithatwOuld list

the names of everyone sent here.MOst Ofthe people who came befOre us no,Onger have

marked tombstones ―their familiesare always disappointed not tO see the narnes of their

ancesto「 s,

The Memorial wiliforever remember eachand every name with digniw.A‖
the names萌‖be

together as they should be.Future generatiOns wil,find the names oftheir ancestors On the

Memorialand hOpefu‖ y feel a sense of healing and pride.

We are gettng oider,our numbers are getting fewerand we want tO see the Memorial.

鼻撫辮紬郡拙辮幣燥斡:帥秘I陪
Piease heip make the Memorial possible and pass sB3338 to provide SS milliontO ttnd

constructiOn ofThe Kaiaupapa Memorial.Thank you sO rnuch fOr yOur consideratiOn。

々子〈〃12叛九″
彎

と●″了粥″呼   1並
弾 ・(

February ll], 2022

Senator Brian T. Taniguchi, Chairman, La bor, Culture and the arts Committee

553338: Providing $5 million to build The ltalaupapa Memorial

Monday, February 14, 3:10 p.m., Ftoom 325

We write in strong support of 533333

Aloha Chairman Taniguchi and members of the Labor, Culture and Arts Committee,

We are all longtime residents of ltalaupapa who were taken from our families and isolated
under the old laws regarding people affected by leprosy,i'Hansen's disease. Dur respective ages
are 3?, '31 and B5.

We want to see the names of everyone who was sent to Kalaupapa engraved on The ltalaupapa
Memorial. We want to see the Memorial dedicated while we are still living. Please help us.

The Kalaupapa community has wanted a Memorial since 1935. The Memorial was the idea of
the late Paul Harada, husband of one of the signers of this letter, who was sent to ltalaupapa in
1945. Paul feltthe people of italaupapa had sacrificed their freedom and so many rights to
protect the health of others in the community. He felt everyone should be remembered.

when iia ‘Ghana Cl ltalaupapa organized in 2003, those of us who were founding members of
the ‘Ghana agreed that one of our priorities would he to establish a Memorial that would list
the names of everyone sent here. Most of the people who came before us no longer have
marked tombstones — their families are always disappointed not to see the names of their
ancestors.

The Memorial will forever remember each and every name with dignity. All the names will be
together as they should be. Future generations will find the names of their ancestors on the
Memorial and hopefully feel a sense of healing and pride.

We are getting older, our numbers are getting fewer and we want to see the Memorial.
lta ‘Ghana 0 Kaiaupapa has been working hard on completing the needed compliance,
obtaining the needed permits and working with others to see this Memorial brought to life. We
all love the design of the Memorial and we all strongly support the site where it will be located,

Please help malte the Memorial possible and pass 533338 to provide $5 million to fund
construction of The ltalaupapa Memorial. Thank you so much for your consideration.

ll“Q. 51 .\FN g/"Q" _ 1? ‘l‘t:}—4'L"~"\--\’-»\.:lQi.\,__
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Toi Senato「 Brtan T.Taniguchi,Chair,■ an,Labor,Cuiture and the Arts Com,nittee

F『om:Kalaupapa residents at ieahi Ho印 市tat,Haie Mohalu

Re:SB3338:Providing S5『nillion to bu‖ d The Kataupapa Memorial

Hearing:Mondav′ February 14 3:10p.m。 ,Room 325

Wew『tte in償『ong stBppo武 orSB3338

AIoha Chairrnan Taniguchi and『 nembers ofthe Labor,Cuiture and Arts Corngnittee,

We are residents of Kalaupapa currentivat Hale Mohatu at Leahi Hosttta1 0n Oahu.We have

been excited to read a‖ the recent ooverage of Kataupapa Morlh and about a bitito fund

construction ofthe Kataupapa Memorial being introduced to the Hawal｀ i State Legistature.

We urge this Corn『 nittee to pass on this ЫII.We ttntto see the Memortaibu‖ t during our

itfedmes,we want to see altthe names of 8,000 peo,te who were forced to teave their ttmities,

most ofthem being sent to Kataupapa.

We have al‖
"ed at Kalaupapa for manvvearso We ttve experienced the ittuStiCes,the tack of仕eedom and other aspects oftife that rnost people in Hawai｀ i ttke fbr grantedo Sti:1,we have

cvercome those circunistances and have found our own biessings,

We know thatthe people who were sentto Kalaupapalong before us had『 nuch more to

overco『ne・中theSe arethe people whose names are stiti not as we‖ known,people whose
families have vet to learn about them.Tに Kataupapa Memorial司‖makesure that the names

of a‖ of us are alwaysremembered。

Thank vou for cattng about the people of Kataupapa,our famities and the impottance of

remenbering our names and ourtives.

With respect,

ン ん 焼 み ジ

To: Senator Brian T. Taniguchi, Chairman, Labor, Culture and the Arts Committee
From: itaiaupapa residents at Leahi Hospital, Hale Mohaiu

fie: 553338: Providing $5 million to build The llialaupapa Memorial

Hearing: Monday, February 14, 3:10 p.rn., Room 325

We write in strong support ofSB?-338

Aloha Chairman Taniguchi and members of the Labor, Culture and Arts Committee,

we are residents of italaupapa currently at Hale Mohaiu at Leahi Hospital on Oahu. We have
been excited to read all the recent coverage of ltalaupapa Month and about a bill to fund
construction of the italaupapa Memorial being introduced to the Hawai‘i State Legislature.

We urge this Committee to pass on this bill. We want to see the Memorial built during our
lifetimes; we want to see all the names of 8,060 people who were forced to leave their families,
most of them being sent to italaupapa.

We have all lived at ltalaupapa for many years. We have experienced the injustices, the lack of
freedom and other aspects of life that most people in Hawai‘i take for granted. Still, we have
overcome those circumstances and have found our own blessings.

We know that the people who were sentto Kalaupapa long before us had much more to
overcome - these are the people whose names are still not as well known, people whose
families have yet to learn about them. The ltaiaupapa Memorial will make sure that the names
of all of us are always remembered.

Thank you for caring about the people of Kalaupapa, our families and the importance of
remembering our names and our lives.

With respfct, I VJ

7l».»@»uf five v4Wvw%
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March 1, 2022 
 
Senator Donovan M. Dela Cruz, Chairman 
Ways and Means Committee 
Hawaii State Legislature 
415 South Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 
 
Hearing : Wednesday, March 2, 2022, 10:15 a.m. Room 211 
 
My testimony is IN  SUPPORT of SB3338  SD1 
 
Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chairman Keith Agaran and Members of the Senate Ways and Means 
Committee.  
 
My name is Cummins Kameeiamoku Mahoe III.  I have enjoyed a lifetime of interaction with the 
Kalaupapa community since the mid-1960s.  As a teenager working for an air cargo service on Oahu, I 
visited Kalaupapa monthly even prior to the lifting of the leprosy isolation policy in 1969. As Postmaster 
of Kaunakakai Post Office, I jointly conducted a monthly finance audit with Kuulei Bell, the last Patient-
Postmistress at Zip Code 96742.  Involved in tutoring the Molokai Catholic Youth Ministry in 2009, our 
group transported Saint Damien’s reliquary down the trail for a special post-canonization event.  Even 
after my own retirement in 2009, I would do yard service every Tuesday for the last two long residency 
Catholic nuns at the Bishop Home for Women, Srs. Theresa Chow and Rose Annette Akuna.  Finally, 
Edwin Lelepali, who conducted the weekly volleyball games, would sponsor my fiancé and I for 
visitations, which led to our honeymoon in Kalaupapa, in 2012. 
 
As a Vietnam Veteran, when visiting The Wall in Washington, D.C.,I can honor by touch, over 58,000  
names of fallen soldiers.  I will be able to embrace a similar experience when I visit The Kalaupapa 
Memorial and am able to honor by touch the inscribed names of the 8,000 Hawaiian citizens throughout 
Hawaii Nei who endured prejudice, leprosy stigma, and isolation from family separation.  Their 
communities’ advocacy for fair treatment, dignity, and respect has benefitted other illness afflicted 
groups. It is not surprising the Roman Catholic Church has two canonized Saints, Damien De Veuster and 
Marianne Cope, and has initiated a third possible sainthood for Brother Joseph Dutton.  This is the 
specialty, Kalaupapa, is for their Kalawao County, our State, our Country, and the World. 
 
Again, I am asking for your support, as I support SB3338 SD1, for $5 milllion for the Kalaupapa Memorial.  
Never a patient or an actual resident of Kalaupapa, I have been privileged and honored to have spent 
my lifetime with many personal interactions with members of this special community. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Cummins Kameeiamoku Mahoe III 
Retired Kaunakakai Postmaster, 96748 
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