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THE SENATE 
THE THIRTY-FIRST LEGISLATURE 

REGULAR SESSION OF 2022 

 

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE AND ENVIRONMENT 

Senator Mike Gabbard, Chair 

Senator Clarence K. Nishihara, Vice Chair 

 

Monday, February 14, 2022  1:20 p.m. 

Conference Room 224 & Videoconference 

 

RE: SB2974 RELATING TO PESTICIDES 

My name is Eric S. Tanouye and I am the President for the Hawaii Floriculture and 

Nursery Association.  HFNA is a statewide umbrella organization with approximately 

300 members.  Our membership is made up with breeders, hybridizers, propagators, 

growers, shippers, wholesalers, retailers, educators, and the allied industry, which 

supports our efforts in agriculture.  

The Hawaii Floriculture and Nursery Association (HFNA) SUPPORTS SB2974 

As Hawaii agriculture landscape has changed we support this bill to allow the diversified 

agriculture industry (Floriculture Industry) to have a voice on the Advisory Committee on 

Pesticides. 

 

 

If you have any questions at this time, I would be happy to discuss them and can be 

reached by phone at 808-959-3535 ext 22, cell 960-1433 and email 

eric@greenpointnursery.com. 

      

Supporting Agriculture and Hawaii, 

 

 

     Eric S. Tanouye 

     President 

     Hawaii Floriculture and Nursery Association 

http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/committeepage.aspx?comm=AEN
mailto:eric@greenpointnursery.com
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Aloha Chair Gabbard, Vice-Chair Nishihara, and Members of the Committee: 
 
I am Brian Miyamoto, Executive Director of the Hawaii Farm Bureau (HFB).  Organized 
since 1948, the HFB is comprised of 1,800 farm family members statewide and serves as 
Hawaii’s voice of agriculture to protect, advocate and advance the social, economic, and 
educational interests of our diverse agricultural community.  
 
The Hawaii Farm Bureau recognizes the desire to update the membership of the advisory 
committee on pesticides, given that both the sugar and pineapple industry acreage and 
crop values have dropped significantly. 
 
We understand that this measure would substitute those industry representatives with 
members of two other agricultural industries; coffee and diversified agriculture, that each 
account for a substantial farm production value provided to the State. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide our comments and thank you for your continued 
support of Hawaii’s agricultural community. 
 



 
Testimony Presented Before the 

Senate Committee on Agriculture and Environment 
Monday, February 14, 2022 at 1:20 p.m. 

By 
Nicholas Comerford, Dean 

College of Tropical Agriculture and Human Resources 
And 

Michael Bruno, PhD 
Provost 

University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa 

SB 2974 – RELATING TO PESTICIDES 

Chair Gabbard, Vice Chair Nishihara, and members of the Senate Committee on 
Agriculture and Environment: 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in support of SB 2974 which is 
similar to SB 2410, but different levels of detail. 
 
This measure updates the composition of the Advisory Committee on Pesticides to 
replace representatives from the sugar and pineapple industries with representatives of 
the coffee and diversified agriculture industries. At the time of the Advisory Committee’s 
establishment, the sugar and pineapple industries were major stakeholders in the 
State’s agricultural landscape. Replacing the sugar and pineapple industries with 
representation from the coffee and diversified agriculture industries sounds logical. It is 
suggested that the Advisory Committee include members with expertise representing 
pesticide chemistry, pesticides with respect to public health, and pesticide efficacy. This 
is consistent with the mission of the committee that includes advising the Hawai‘i 
Department of Agriculture (HDOA) in pesticide problems. 
 
It is also important to note that the landscape of agriculture has changed drastically over 
the years, as has the use of pesticides. Today, biocontrol is becoming more available 
and we are seeing a decrease in the development and testing of chemical pesticides 
over the use of biocontrols. 
 
The development of biocontrols, however, requires much better facilities than Hawai‘i 
has today. The Hawai‘i Invasive Species Council has been pushing for two biosecurity 
facilities in Hawai‘i--one with the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Agricultural Research 
Service in Hilo and another in Kunia. The Hilo site will require significant support from 
the Hawai‘i legislature. Until these sites are developed the work that could be 
accomplished by biocontrol integrated pest management programs will continue to be 
difficult, even with HDOA and CTAHR active in developing biocontrol agents.  



  
Thus, chemical control will continue to be necessary in order to maintain our ecosystem 
integrity and counter invasive pests in agriculture. In fact, some level will probably 
always be necessary for agriculture productivity and human health. 
  
We support SB 2974, but defer to the HDOA as to their priorities. 
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PO Box 168, Kealakekua, HI 96750 
 
 

SENATE COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE AND ENVIRONMENT 
February 14, 2022 

 
RE: Testimony in Support for SB 2974; RELATING TO PESTICIDES 
 
Aloha Chair Gabbard, Vice Chair Nishihara and Senators, 
 
I am Chris Manfredi, Executive Director of Hawaii Coffee Association (HCA) testifying in support of SB 
2974. 
 
A report released on January 21, 2022 by USDA National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) suggests the 
value of Hawaii’s green coffee crop in the 2021-22 season is $113,013,600. This figure places coffee near 
the top of the charts in state crop value, and does not account for upstream and downstream revenue in 
terms of value-added products and ancillary businesses. It’s also important to note the coffee industry 
promotes tourism, and preserves open space, view planes and watersheds. 
 
The introduction of harmful invasive pests, like Coffee Berry Borer and Coffee Leaf Rust, combined with 
the industry’s importance to the state indicate that Hawaii’s coffee industry have a seat at the table when 
important decisions concerning pesticides are being made. 
 
Please pass this common-sense measure. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify and for your support for Hawaii’s coffee producers. 
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In Cooperation with the United States Department of Agriculture 
National Agricultural Statistics Service, Pacific Region 

 
 

Top 20 Agricultural Commodities Produced 
State of Hawaii, 2019 

 
 

Commodity Rank Value of Production  
(1,000 dollars) 

Seed Crops 1 109,500 
Coffee 2 54,298 
Macadamia Nuts  3 48,840 
Other Aquaculture¹ 4 47,937 
Cattle  5 41,387 
Algae 6 32,652 
Basil 7 28,030 
Food Crops Grown Under Protection  8 11,000 
Milk 9 9,492 
Landscape Palms 10 7,914 
Orchids-Other Potted Orchids² 11 6,685 
Papayas 12 4,943 
Bananas 13 4,659 
Dendrobiums-Potted 14 4,091 
Sweet Potatoes 15 3,630 
Phalaenopsis-Potted 16 3,509 
Palms-Potted for indoor or patio use 17 3,426 
Lettuce-Leaf 18 3,260 
Anthuriums-Cut 19 3,192 
Cabbage-Chinese 20 2,830 
1 Excludes algae and ornamental aquaculture. 2 Excludes dendrobium, oncidiinae and phalaenopsis potted orchids.  

 
Sources:  
USDA-NASS and HDOA-MANB 
 

 
 
 
 
January 2021 www.hdoa.hawaii.gov 

 

http://www.hdoa.hawaii.gov/
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TESTIMONY OF PHYLLIS SHIMABUKURO-GEISER 
CHAIRPERSON, BOARD OF AGRICULTURE 

 
BEFORE THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE AND THE ENVIRONMENT  
  

February 14, 2022 
1:20 PM 

VIA VIDEOCONFERENCE 
 

SENATE BILL NO. 2974 
RELATING TO PESTICIDES 

 
 

Chairperson Gabbard and Members of the Committees: 
 
 Thank you for the opportunity to testify on Senate Bill 2974, relating to the 

Advisory Committee on Pesticides.  The bill removes the statutory requirement for 

representatives of the pineapple and sugar industries and adds the statutory 

requirement for representatives of the coffee and diversified agriculture industries on the 

Advisory Committee on Pesticide. 

The Department strongly supports the measure. It is well documented that the 

pineapple and sugar industries do not have the same economic or agricultural footprint 

that they did at the time when the Advisory Committee on Pesticides was established. 

There are few growers and people able to fill these seats on the committee. The Sugar 

and Pineapple Industry seats have had multiple vacancies throughout the past several 

years and have been the most difficult to fill. Coffee is the third most economically 

significant crop in Hawaii after seed corn and macadamia nuts, with hundreds of 

growers big and small throughout the islands. Diversified agriculture would allow for a 

greater selection of small and large growers of fruits, vegetables, and other 

commodities across the state. The large number of growers representing both the 

coffee and diversified agriculture industries would reflect a more up to date 
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representation of pesticide users. The Advisory Committee on Pesticides would benefit 

from these new seats contributing to the committee.  

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure.  
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