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Department's Position:
The Hawaii State Department of Education (Department) supports the intent of SB
2612, SD2.

The Department will need to procure utensils for the duration of the pilot project to
support approximately 1,000 students enrolled in Department schools on Moloka'i to
explore the use of reusable utensils in and by school cafeterias for student meals.

The Department has confirmed with the Department of Health (DOH) that multi-use
(reusable) utensils may be used and that they must be treated as any other food contact
surface which must be properly cleaned and sanitized prior to use. The Department has
also confirmed with the DOH that the feasible cleaning methods include the cafeteria's
current manual ware-washing method, which uses the three-compartment sink for
proper washing, rinsing, and sanitizing by the School Food Services Branch cafeteria
staff. Further, the Department will continue to explore the feasibility of statewide
implementation of a reusable utensil program.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments supporting the intent of this
measure.
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The Department of Budget and Finance (B&F) offers comments on this bill.

Senate Bill No. 2612, S.D. 2: 1) establishes a reusable utensil pilot project in
Department of Education (DOE) schools on Moloka‘i that shall start on August 1, 2022,
and end on June 30, 2023; 2) requires DOE to report to the Legislature on the feasibility
of statewide implementation; and 3) appropriates an unspecified sum of general funds
in FY 23 for the purposes of this measure.

B&F notes that, with respect to the general fund appropriation in this bill, the
federal Coronavirus Response and Relief Supplemental Appropriations Act requires that
states receiving Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief (ESSER) Il funds
and Governor’'s Emergency Education Relief Il funds must maintain state support for:

e Elementary and secondary education in FY 22 at least at the proportional level of the
state’s support for elementary and secondary education relative to the state’s overall

spending, averaged over FYs 17, 18 and 19; and
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e Higher education in FY 22 at least at the proportional level of the state’s support for
higher education relative to the state’s overall spending, averaged over FYs 17, 18
and 19.

Further, the federal American Rescue Plan (ARP) Act requires that states receiving

ARP ESSER funds must maintain state support for:

e Elementary and secondary education in FY 22 and FY 23 at least at the proportional
level of the state’s support for elementary and secondary education relative to the
state’s overall spending, averaged over FYs 17, 18 and 19; and

e Higher education in FY 22 and FY 23 at least at the proportional level of the state’s
support for higher education relative to the state’s overall spending, averaged over
FYs 17,18 and 19.

The U.S. Department of Education has issued rules governing how these
maintenance of effort (MOE) requirements are to be administered. B&F will be working
with the money committees of the Legislature to ensure that the State of Hawai'i
complies with these ESSER MOE requirements.

Thank you for your consideration of our comments.
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Kualapuu Public . .
Lydia Trinidad Conversion Charter Support Written Testimony
Only
School
Comments:

Aloha -- I am Lydia Trinidad, Principal of Kualapuu Public Conversion Charter School on
Molokai. For more than 20 years the Kualapuu School cafeteria has been using plastic
utensils and paper plates to serve breakfasts and lunches at school. Schools need to become
more sustainable by not purchasing supplies that will end up in the landfill after one use.

The school continues to use paper plates and plastic forks to serve over 800 meals daily.
This is unsustainable for our land and landfill. It is estimated that with 800 paper plates,
and 800 forks daily, and 180 school days, about 288,000 paper plates and plastic utensils
yearly are added to our limited Molokai landfill. Over 3 years, that adds up to 864,000
pieces of plates and plastic being added to the landfill.

The alternative is to eliminate single use plates, utensils, and cups when we serve school
meal to our students. However, we will need to upgrade and replace our kitchen
equipment so we can become a sustainable school. We have priced our
upgrade/refurburshing at $500,000. However over the past 20 years, we have spent about
$500,000 in paper plates, single use plastic utentils, and plastic cups -- all of this ended up
in the landfill.

Over the long term, by refurburshing our equipment and eliminating single use paper
plates, plastic utensils, and plastic cups will not only save costs, but more importantly save
our landfill and environment.

We also hope that Kualapuu Charter School can readily be part of this pilot
project. Thank you for your continued support of this measure.
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Beach Environmental Awareness Campaign Hawai‘i
P.O. Box 25284 - Honolulu - Hawaiv - 96825
(808) 393 2168 - www.b-e-a-c-h.org

DATE: 4th April, 2022
TO: Chair Luke, Vice-Chair Yamashita and Members of the House Finance Committee
FROM: Suzanne Frazer, President, Beach Environmental Awareness Campaign Hawai'i

RE: TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SB2612 SD2
Relating to environmental sustainability
Committee hearing on Tuesday Sth April at 2:30PM

Aloha Chair Luke, Vice-Chair Yamashita and Members of the House Finance Committee,

I am writing on behalf of Beach Environmental Awareness Campaign Hawai'i (B.E.A.C.H.) in
support of SB2612 SD2 which establishes a reusable utensil pilot project in Department of Education
schools on Molokai. Every single school throughout Hawai"i should be using reusable utensils. This
is the most cost-effective, efficient way to provide utensils and not produce unnecessary waste.
Dishwashing machines can be purchased to ensure that the utensils are sterilzed properly. As long

as pods are not put in the dishwasher, then no plastic pollution in the environment is being created.

I am concerned that this is only a “pilot” project for 11 months. Once the utensils and diswashing
machines are purchased there shouldn’t be any need for further funding so why is this only an 11
month pilot project? What will happen to the equipment and utensils after that? It should be a
permanent change to the way schools operate. And use of reusable utensils needs to be implemented
and required in every school throughout Hawai 1.

This is such an easy step towards plastic reduction. It’s sad that schools changed from metal to
plastic in the first place - so wasteful in both cost and to the environment. As one testifier wrote
$500,000 has been wasted on disposable plastic at their charter school on Molokai over the last
20 years and a huge amount of plastic waste has been added to the landfill as a result.

I would like to see this bill amended to go beyond a pilot project to a permanent change to all
schools throughout Hawai'i - a mandate to stop wasting taxpayer money on disposable, unnecessary
plastic in schools and to put in place reusable utensils, plates and cups.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony in support of this bill.

Sincerely,
> e Ve
e BEACH.

Asact PrairunraEni gl

Suzanne Frazer. Pl
B.E.A.C.H. Co-Founder & President.
Beach Environmental Awareness Campaign Hawait is a non-profit organization that brings awareness and solutions
to marine debris through environmental education, plastic reduction/litter prevention campaigns, and marine debris
removal and research in order to protect marine life, sea birds and the ocean/coastal environment.
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L Basha Individual Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Strongly support.
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