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February 2, 2022

To: The Honorable Jarrett Keohokalole, Chair,
The Honorable Rosalyn H. Baker, Vice Chair, and
Members of the Senate Committee on Health

Date: Wednesday, February 2, 2022
Time: 1:00 p.m.
Place:  Via Videoconference

From: Anne Perreira-Eustaquio, Director
Department of Labor and Industrial Relations (DLIR)

Re: S.B. 2445 RELATING TO PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS

. OVERVIEW OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION

This measure seeks to broaden the scope and practice of physician assistants by
amending multiple chapters of the Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRS) including
Chapter 392, HRS, the Temporary Disability Insurance (TDI) law. The proposal will
allow physician assistants to provide care to and certify the disabilities of
individuals for TDI purposes.

DLIR supports this measure.

. CURRENT LAW

Sections 392-26(a) and 392-26(c), HRS, specify that an individual must be under
the care of and have the individual’s disability certified by a person duly licensed to
practice medicine, surgery, dentistry, chiropractic, osteopathy, or naturopathic
medicine, or an advanced practice registered nurse.

[ll. COMMENTS ON THE SENATE BILL

DLIR supports the intent of the measure to assist with the critical physician

shortage by allowing Physician Assistants to certify an employee’s disability after
receiving treatment.

Equal Opportunity Employer/Program
Auxiliary aids and services are available upon request to individuals with disabilities.
TDD/TTY Dial 711 then ask for (808) 586-8866.



Testimony of the Hawalii Medical Board

Before the
Senate Committee on Health
Wednesday, February 2, 2022
1:00 p.m.
Via Videoconference

On the following measure:
S.B. 2445, RELATING TO PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS
Chair Keohokalole and Members of the Committee:

My name is Ahlani Quiogue, and | am the Executive Officer of the Hawaii Medical
Board (Board). The Board supports this bill.

The purpose of this bill is to expand the authorized scope of practice for
physician assistants.

The Board supports this measure as it broadens physician assistants’ scope of
practice to provide a wide range of services, which would benefit the citizens of Hawaii.
The Board recognizes the important role physician assistants have in healthcare and
believes this bill is a step in the right direction.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this bill.
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Testimony of
Jonathan Ching
Government Relations Director

Before:
Senate Committee on Health
The Honorable Jarrett Keohokalole, Chair
The Honorable Rosalyn H. Baker, Vice Chair

February 2, 2022
1:00 p.m.
Via Videoconference

Re: SB 2445, Related to Physician Assistants

Chair Keohokalole, Vice Chair Baker, and committee members, thank you for this opportunity to
provide testimony on SB 2445, which modernizes the practice of physician assistants.

Kaiser Permanente Hawai‘i STRONGLY SUPPORTS SB 2445.

Kaiser Permanente Hawai‘i is Hawai‘i’s largest integrated health system that provides care and
coverage for approximately 265,000 members. Kaiser Permanente Hawai‘i believes that
physicians assistants should be permitted to practice medicine at the top of their training, education
and experience. Kaiser Permanente Hawai‘i appreciates the contributions made by licensed
physician assistants and has a great deal of confidence in the quality of health care they provide to
our members. Our physician-owned Hawai‘i Permanente Medical Group (HPMG) — Hawai‘i’s
largest multispecialty medical group — employs over 650 physicians and licensed medical
providers, including over 80 physician assistants. Within the Kaiser Permanente system, physician
assistants collaborate with physicians and other medical professionals to provide high quality
patient care in a variety of specialties and settings, including: Family Medicine, Internal Medicine,
Pediatrics, Dermatology, Orthopedics, Cardiology, Oncology, Obstetrics & Gynecology,
Emergency medicine, Nephrology, Occupational Medicine, Vascular, General and Cardiothoracic
Surgery, Infectious Disease, Radiology, Urology and Otolaryngology (ears, nose and throat).

Kaiser Permanente Hawai‘i supports SB 2445 because it removes barriers for the practice of
physician assistants and ensures greater access to health care for Hawai‘i residents, especially
those who reside on the neighbor islands where the need is greatest. As of 2021, Maui and the
island of Hawai‘i each needed to increase their number of care providers by a staggering 40%,
Kauai by 26%, and Oahu by 15%. Yet since 2016 the number of physician assistants has
increased by 105% on the island of Hawai‘i, 114% on Kauai, and 35% Maui. Despite increased
physician assistant presence throughout the islands, they remain unable to practice at the top of
their training and education due to Hawai‘i restrictive practice laws. As such, physician
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assistants are restricted from being able to adequately meet the healthcare needs for our
populations.

SB 2445 builds on the Legislature’s previous successes modernizing physician assistants’ practice
in Hawai‘i. SB 2445 will allow physician assistants, like Advanced Practice Nurses (APRNS), to
sign temporary disability insurance forms, disability parking permits, Provider Orders for Life
Sustaining Treatment (POLST) forms, and other administrative forms that are time sensitive and
critical for patients’ quality of life but, are often delayed by the physician shortage.

Physician assistants are skilled health care providers and authorized by the Affordable Care Act,
along with physicians and APRNSs, to provide primary care. They receive rigorous medical
training modeled on medical school curriculum which typically includes rotations in family
medicine, internal medicine, general surgery, pediatrics, obstetrics and gynecology, emergency
medicine and psychiatry. In practice, physician assistants routinely take medical histories, perform
physical examinations, order and interpret laboratory tests, diagnose illnesses, develop and manage
treatment plans, prescribe medications, and assist in surgery. With their skills and training,
physician assistants play a critical role on our care delivery teams and are represented in every
medical specialty within our medical group. Kaiser Permanente Hawai‘i continues to focus on
recruiting physician assistants because physician assistants possess a skillset and training that
allows them to be able to pivot quickly and supply care when and where it is needed most. This
has been invaluable during the pandemic when we rely heavily on our physician assistants” unique
adaptability to provide care in an ever-changing landscape.

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify in support of this important measure.

711 Kapiolani Boulevard
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813
Office: (808) 432-5210
Facsimile: (808) 432-5906
Email: jonathan.l.ching@kp.org



THE QUEEN'’S
HEALTH SYSTEMS

To:  The Honorable Jarrett Keohokalole, Chair
The Honorable Rosalyn Baker, Vice Chair
Members, Senate Committee on Health
From: Jacce Mikulanec, Director, Government Relations, The Queen’s Health Systems

Date: February 2, 2022

Re:  Support for SB 2445: Relating to Physician Assistants

The Queen’s Health Systems (Queen’s) is a nonprofit corporation that provides expanded health
care capabilities to the people of Hawai‘i and the Pacific Basin. Since the founding of the first
Queen’s hospital in 1859 by Queen Emma and King Kamehameha IV, it has been our mission to
provide quality health care services in perpetuity for Native Hawaiians and all of the people of
Hawai‘i. Over the years, the organization has grown to four hospitals, and more than 1,500
affiliated physicians and providers statewide. As the preeminent health care system in Hawai‘i,
Queen’s strives to provide superior patient care that is constantly advancing through education
and research.

Queen’s appreciates the opportunity to provide comments in support of SB 2445, which would
expand the scope of practice for physician assistants. We appreciate the intent of this measure to
help bring parity with APRN in scope of practice, supervision, and streamlining of record review
process. They continue to play an increasingly important role in expanding physician care —
especially on neighbor islands and in rural healthcare settings.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of this measure.

The mission of The Queen’s Health Systems is to fulfill the intent of Queen Emma and King Kamehameha IV to provide in
perpetuity quality health care services to improve the well-being of Native Hawaiians and all of the people of Hawai i.

1301 Punchbowl Street e  Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 e  Phone 808-691-5900



HAWAI'| ACADEMY of PAs

To: Senate Committee on Health
The Honorable Jarrett Keohokalole, Chair
The Honorable Rosalyn H. Baker, Vice Chair

Hearing Date/Time: February 2, 2022, 1:00 p.m.
Place: Via Videoconference
Re: SB 2445, Related to Physician Assistants

Dear Chair Keohokalole, Vice Chair Baker, and Committee Members,

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony on SB 2445, which serves to modernize
scope of practice for physician assistants in the state of Hawai'i.

Hawai'i Academy of Physician Assistants (HAPA) STRONGLY SUPPORTS SB 2445
WITH AMMENDMENTS

HAPA is the Hawai'i state chapter of The American Academy of Physician Assistants.
According to the 2021 annual report on findings from the Hawai i physician workforce
assessment report, Hawai i has an unmet need for 732 full time physicians across the state with
neighbor island counties facing the most severe shortages.

Paradoxically, physician assistant practice in Hawai'i has grown by 36% over the past five years.
This is most noticeable on some of the neighbor islands, where physician assistant presence has
grown over 100%.

Notably, physician assistants are one of the three health care professionals (along with physicians
and nurse practitioners) authorized by the Affordable Care Act to serve as primary care provider
(PCP).

Physician assistants already play an integral role in filling our well-known provider shortage
gaps in Hawai‘i, but state restrictions on physician assistant practice, some of the toughest in the
nation, limit physician assistants from practicing medicine to their highest ability.

HAPA appreciates the Legislature’s passage of Act 181, Session Laws of Hawai‘i 2019, which
was a monumental bill that modernized physician assistant chart review by collaborating
physicians. This has successfully lowered administrative burden for physicians, without
compromising patient care. SB 2445 will allow physician assistants, like Advanced Practice
Nurses (APRNSs), to sign temporary disability insurance forms, disability parking permits, Provider
Orders for Life Sustaining Treatment (POLST) forms, and other administrative forms that are time
sensitive and critical for patients’ quality of life but, are often delayed by the physician shortage.
Like 2019, we expect this change will continue to prioritize patient care while significantly
decreasing physician administrative burden.



HAWAI'| ACADEMY of PAs

To ensure continuity of care delivery for patients requiring occupational therapy rehabilitation,
HAPA respectfully requests that SB 2455 be amended to include physician assistant
authority to sign orders for occupational therapy and plans of care.

Currently under HRS 453-5.5, physician assistants can sign orders and plans of care for both
physical and speech therapies, but arbitrarily, not for occupational therapy. Allowing physician
assistants the ability to sign occupational therapy orders ensures that patient access to
occupational therapy is timely.

Proposed amendment would add line number (10) to HRS 453-5.5 and read as:

§453-5.5 Physician assistant; authority to sign documents. Any
physician assistant who holds a current, valid, and permanent
license to practice medicine pursuant to this chapter, and who
is under the supervision of a licensed physician or osteopathic
physician, shall have the authority to sign the following
documents:

(1) Certification of psychiatric medical condition of the
parents of a child applicant for aid from the
temporary assistance for needy families program;

(2) Evaluation forms for Hansen's disease patients;

(3) Orders for physical therapy and plans of care;

(4) Pharmacist orders to assist in monitoring and
management of anticoagulation anemia and atrial
fibrillation;

(5) Orders for speech therapy and plans of care;

(6) Applications for bracelets indicating compassionate
care only;

(7) Admissions applications for foster homes;

(8) Dietary consultations forms; aréd

(9) Medicaid application forms for nursing care facility
admission; and

(10) Orders for occupational therapy and plans of care.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony on this matter.

Hawai i Academy of Physician Assistants
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February 1, 2022

To: Honorabile Senator Jarrett Keohokalole, Chair, Committer on Health
Honorable Senator Vice Chair Rosalyn Baker

‘Hearing: Wednesday, February 2, 2022 ~ 1:00p.m.
RE: SB. 2445~ Relating to Physician Assistanis
1K SUPPORT with SUGGESTED AMENDMENT

We are occupational therapy prattitioners and are employed at Hawali Hand Rehabilitation
Services. We support the intent of S8 2445 ~ Relating to Physician Assistants which expands the
authorized scopeof practice for physician assistants. Currehtly under HRS 453-5.5, Physician
assistants are able to sign orders and plans of care for both Physical and Speech therapies,
however, riot for Occupations| Therapy. Occupational Therapy practitioners provide services to
poth inpatient and outpatients who have sustained a stroke, brain injury, spinal cord injury, hip
fractures, amputations, hand & upper extremity conditions. Occupational Therapy practitioners
are employed in hospitals; skilled nursing facilities, mental health agencies, schoolsto name a
few throughout Hawall,

At Hawail Hand Rehabilitation Services, work closely with Physician Assistants. On behaif of the
QT practitioners at-Heweil Hand Rehibifitation services and our professional state association,
Occupational Therapy Association of Hawall, we support the intent of the susgested
amendment to this bill, The suggested armendment is as follows:

hy inserting after Section 9

Section 10+

CHAPTER 453 MEDICINE AND SURGERY

§453-5.5 Physician assistant; authority to sign documents.

§453-5.5 Physician assistant; authority to sign documents. Any physician assistantwho holds a
current, valid, and permanent license to practice medicine pursuant to thischapter, and who is
ufider the supervision of 4 licensed physician or osteopathic physician, shall have the authority
to sign the following documents: {1) Certification of psychiatric medical condition of the parents
of a child applicant for ald from the temporary assistance for needy families program; (2)
‘Evaluation forms for Hansen's disease patients; (3) Orders for physical therapy and plans of
care; {(4) Pharmacist orders to assist in monitoring and management of anticoagulation anemia
and atrial fibrillation; {8) Orders for speech therapy aad plansof care; {6} Applications'for
hracelets indicating compassionate care.only; (7) Admissions‘applications for-foster homes; (8)
Dietary consultations forms; and (9} Medicaid application forms for aursing care facility
admission and {10} Orders for gotupativnal therapy and plans of care.

By adding this amendment with inclusion of occupational therapy, the consumer can receive
complete orders from one referral source, Atthe present time, the consumer needs to see
his/her physician to obtain a referral to:Occupational Therapy as orders from a physician
assistant is not covered under current regulation under HRS 453-5.5. Thusg, the consurmaet, will
expeérience a delay ity receiving services.  in same of our-hospitals and cutpatient facilities,
Physician Assistants work alongside the primary physicians and have been writing orders-for
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Occupational Therapy services. However, we have needed to ask that the MD's co-sign orders
or additional orders need to be re-written by the primary physician. By adding Occupationat
Therapy, this would allow our consumers to access 07 services in & timely mannerand when
prescribed by the Phissician Assistant. Furthermare, Medicare allows Physician Assistants to
‘prescribe OT services, but depending on the Medicare fiduciary they reference the individual
states statutes.

We reguest your suppart to amend $B 2445 by Amending §453:5.5 Physiciah assistant, and
adding section 10} which will allow Physician Assistants o-sign Occupational Therapy orders and
sigrigianas of care,

if you have any questions, we can be réached at {808) 593-2830

Sinceraly,

f{*:’?»éi»« %{%

Watie Hauper
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February 1, 2022

Tor Honorable Senator Jarrett Keohokalole, Chalr, Committee on Health
Honorable Senator Vice Chair Rosalyn Baker

Hearing: Wednesday, February 2, 2022 - 1:00 p.m.
RE: SB 2445 - Relating to Physician Assistants
N SUPPORT with SUGGESTED AMEMNDMENT

Faman gccupational therap ist em p‘i,@ye{é at Hawal Hand and Rehabilitation Serviceés, 1.LC
(HHRS). | support the intent of SB 2445 ~ Relating to Physician Assistants whith expands the
authorized scope of practice for physician assistants. Currently under HRS 453-5.5, Physician
Assistants are authorize to sign orders and plans of gare for both Physicai and Speech therapies,
however, not for Occupational Therapy, Occupational Therapy practitioners provide services to
both inpatient and outpatients who have sustained a stroke, brain injury, spinal cord injury, hip
fractures, amputations, hand & upperextremmily conditions: Occupational Therapy practitioners
are employed throughout the State of Hawail in various settings, such as hospitals, skiled
nursing facilities, mental health agencies, schools, etc.

At HHRS, occupational therapists work closely with Physician Assistants from All Access Ortho,
which are orthopedic urgent care facilities. These urgent carefacilities provide immediate and
specialized care for mildito moderate bone and joint injuries. Referrals from All Access Ortho
are-oftentime sensitive. Therefore, itis important for Physician Assistants to have the ability to
prder necessary care, including octupations! therapy services. Delaying medically necessary
¢are may delay.and negatively impact healing. At HHRS, we specialized inhand injuries.
Improper healing of one’s hands greatly impact one’s ability to fulfill school and job duties,
wssential self-care, and valied leisure and sockal activitiés.

On behalf of the OT practitioners at HHRS and our professional state association, Qccupational
Therapy Association of Hawail, 1 support the intent of the suggestediamendmentto this bill. The
suggssted amendment is as follows:

‘hy inserting after Section &

‘Saction 10,

CHAPTER 453 MEDICINE AND SURGERY

§453-5.5 Physician-assistant; authorityto sign documents.

8453-5.5 Physician assistant; autharity to sign-documents. Any physician assistant who holds a
current, valid, and permanent license to practice medicine pursuant to this chapter, and who is
under the supervision of a licerised physician or osteapathic physician;-shall have the authority
to sign the following documents: (1) Certification of psychiatric medical condition of the parents
of.a child applicant foraid from the temporary assistance for needy families program; {2)
Evaluation forms for Hansen's disease patients; (3) Orders for physical therapy and plans of care;
{4} Pharmacist orders to-assist in monitoring and management of anticoegulation anemia and
atrial fibeillation; {5) Orders for speech therapy and plans of care; (6) Applications for bracelets
indicating compassionate care only; {7} Admissions applications for foster homes; (8) Dietary
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consultations forms; and (9) Medicaid application forms for nursing care facility admission and
{10} Orders for occupational therapy and plansof care,

By adding this amendment with inclusion of occupational therapy, the consumer can receive
‘complete orders from one teferral source. Currently, the consumer needs to see his/her
physician to obtain a referral to Occupational Therapy as orders from @ Physician Assistant is not
coverad under current regulation under HRS 453-5.5, Thus, the consumer, will experience delay
i receiving medically necessary services. in seme of our hospitals and outpat ierit facilities,
Physician Assistants wieirk alongside the primary physicians and have been writing orders for
Qctupational Therapy services. Howaever, due to the lack of authorization under MRS 453-5.5,,
referrals with arder for Occupational Therapy are send back for phy&iui‘an signaiure or be re-
writter by pfimary ghysician. By adding Occupational Therapy, this would allow our consumers
to access Occupational Therapy services ina timely manner and when prescribed by the
Physician Assistant, Furthermore, Medicare allows Physician Assistants to prescribe
Occupational Thierapy services, hut depending on the nedicare fidugiary, they referencethe
individual states statutes.

request your support to amend $B 2445 by Amending §453-5.5 Physician assistant, and adding
section 10) which will aliow Physician Assistants 10 sign Occupational Therapy orgersgnd sign
plans of care.

If you have-any questions, | can be reached at Hawali Hand and Rehabilitation Services, LLT.

§Err‘%c3ere'iyf

~ i ; < £ ]

@%* iy W e ove
Ma Ia Shing e
‘Oceupational Therapist
Hawaii Hand and Rehabilitation Services, LLC
1407 5. Beretania Street, Suite 730
Honoluly, Hi 36814
1808) 593-2830
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February 1, 2022

To: Honorable Senator jarrett Keohokalole, Chair, Committee on Heatth
Honorable Senator Vice Chair Rosalyn Baker

Hearing! Wednesday, February 2, 2022 ~1.00 p.m,
RE: 5B 2445 ~Relating to Physician Assistants
INSUPPORT with SUGGESTED AMENDMENT

{ am an occupationat therapy practitioner and am employed at Hawaii Hand and Rehab (HHrR).
I support the intent of SB 2445 ~ Relating to Physician Assistants which expands the authorized
scope of practice for physician assistants. Currently under HRS 453-5.5, Physician assistants are
able 1o sign ordérs and plans of care for both Physical and Speech therapies, however, not for
Occupational Therapy. Occupational Therapy practitioners provide services to both inpatient
and outpatients who have sustained a stroke, brain injury, spinal cord Injury, hip fraciures,
amputations, hand & upper extreniity conditions. Occupational Therapy practitioneérs are
employed in hospitals, skilled nursing facilities, mental health agencies, schools toname a few
throughout Hawail.

On behalf of the OF practitioners at HHRS, and our professional state association, Ocoupational
Therapy Association of Hawali, | support the intent of the suggested amendment {¢ this bill. The
suggested amendmentis as follows:

by inserting after Section 9

Section 10.

CHAPTER 453 Mﬁﬁiﬁmﬁ AND SURGERY

§453-5.5 Physician assistant; authority to sign documents.

§453-5.5 Physician assistant;.authority to sign documents. Any physic%&n&ssiétaht who holds a
current, valid, and permanent license to practice medicine pursuant to this chapter, and who is
under the supervision of 2 licensed physician or osteopathic physician, shall have the authority
to. sign the following documents: (1) Certification of psychiatric medical condition of the parents
of a child applicant for aid from the temporary assistance for needy families program; {2}
Evaluation forms for Hansen's disease patients; {3} Orders for physical therapy and plans of
care; (4) Pharmacist orders to assist in monitoring and management of anticoagulation anemia
and atrial fibritlation; (5) Orders for speech therapy and plans of care; (6} Applications for
bracelets indicating compassionate care only; {7} Admissions applications for foster homes; {8].
Dietary consultations forms; and (9) Medicaid application forms for nursing care facility
admmission aag (10 Orders fpr occupanional therapy snd plans of core, '

By adding this amendment with inclusion of occupationial therapy, the consumer can receive
complete orders fraom one referral source. At the present time, the consumer needs 1o see
his/her physician to obitain a referral to Occupational Therapy as orders from a physician
assistarit is not covered under current regulation under HRS 453-5.5, Thus, the consumer, will
experience a delay in receiving services, In some.of our hospitals and outpatient facilities,
Physician Assistants work alongside the primary physicians and have been'writing orders for
Occupational Therapy services. However, we have needed to ask that the MD's co-sign orders
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Occupational Therapy services. However, we have needed to ask that the MD's co-sign orders
or-additional orders need to be re-wiitten by the primary physician. By adding Occupational
Therapy, this would allow our consumers to access OT services in a timely manher and when
prescribed by the Physician Assistant. Furthermore, Medicare allows Physician Assistants to
prescribe OT services, but depending on the Medicare fiduciary they reference the individual
states statutes:

[ request your support toamend S8 2445 by Amending §453-5.5 Physician assistant, and adding
section 10) which will altow Physician Assistants to sign Occupational Therapy orders and sign
plans of care.,

1f you have any questions; | ¢an be reached at 808-677-4263.

Singerely,

M cezf Gl
Sisan Pinho, OTRACHT

Registered Occupational Therapist; Certified Hand therapist
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February 1, 2022

To: Honorable Senator Jarrett Keohokalole, Chair, Committee on-Health
Honorable Senator Vice Chair Rosalyn Baker

Hearing: Wednesday, February 2, 2022 1300 pim.
RE. SB 2445 - Relating to Physician Assistants
IN-SUPPORT with SUGGESTED ANMENDMENT

i am an occupational therapy practitioner and am employed at Hawali Hand and Rehab (HHrR).
i support the intent.of S8 2445 - Relating to Physician Assistants which expands the autharized
scape of practice for physician assistants. Currently under HRS 453-5.5, Physician assistants.are
able torsign orders and plans.of care for both Physical and Speech therapies, however, not for
Geeupational Therapy.- Dccupational Therapy practitioners provide services 1o hoth inpatient
and outpatients who have sustained a stroke, brain injury, spinal cord injury, hip fractures,
amputations, hand & upper extremity conditions. Occupational Therapy practitioners are
employed in hospitals, skilled nursing facilities, mental health agencies, schools to name'a few

throughout Hawail.

On behalf 6fthe OT practitioners at HHRS, and our professional state association, Qeccupational
Therapy Association of Hawaii, | support the intent of the-suggested amendment to this bill.. The
suggested amendment is as folows:

by inserting alter Section 9

Saction 10,

CHA‘?TERASE MEDICINE AND SURGERY

§453-5.5 Physician assistant; authority to sign documents.

§453-5.5 Physician assistant; authority to sign documents: Any physician assistant who holds a
current, valid, and permanent license to practice medicine pursuant o this chapter, anid who is
under the supervision of a licensed physicianor osteopathic physician, shall have the authority
to sign the following documents: {1} Certification of psychiatric medical condition of the parents
of 2 child applicant for aid from the temporary assistance for needy families program; {2}

gvaluation forms for Hanseft's disease patients; {3) Qrders for physical therapy and plans of
ment of anticoagulation anemia

care; (4) Pharmacist orders to assist in‘moniteringand manage

arid-atrial fibrillation; {3} Orders for speech therapy and plans of care; (6) Appiihatiﬁaﬁs for
bracelets indicating compassionate care onty: {7} Admissions applications for foster homes; (8)
Dietary consultations forms; and {9} Med icaid application forms for nursing care facility
admission ang (10) Qrders for ocgunational therapy and plans otcare,

usion of occupational therapy, the-CONSUMer can receive
the present time, the consumer needstosee
ational Therapy as-orders from @ physician
on under HRS 453-5.5. Thus, the consumer, wit)

8y adding this amendment with incl
£o m,p.-i&%:,é ordersfrom one referral source. At
his/her physician to obtain a referral to Occup
assistant is not covered under current regulati
experience a defay in receiving services. In some of our hospitals and outpatient facilities,
Physician Assistants work alongside the primary physiciane and have baen writing ardare for
Occupational Therapy services. However, we have needed {0 ask that the:MD's co-sign orders
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Occupational Therapy services. However, we have needed to ask that the MD’s co-sign orders
or additional orders need to be re-written by the primary physician. By adding Oceupational
Therapy, this would allow our consumers. 1o access 07 services in a timely manner and when
prescribed by the Physician Assistant. Furthermore, Medicare allows Physician Assistants to
prescribe OT services, but depending on the Medicare fiduciary they reference the individual
states statutes,

| request your support to amend 5B 2445 by Amending §453-5.5 Physiclan assistant, and adding
section 10) which wilt- allow Physician Assistants to sign Occupational Therapy orders and sign
glans of care.

if you have any questions, | can be reached at 808-677-4263.

Sincerely,
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rebruary 1, 2022

To: Honorabie Senatar farrett Keohokalole, Chair, Committee on-Health
Honorable Senator Vice Chair Rosalyn Baker

Hearing: Wednesday, February.2, 2022 - 1:00 p.m.
RE: SB 2445 — Relating to Physician Assistants
IN SUPPORT with SUGGESTED AMEN DRMENT

| am an occupational therapy practitioner and amemployed at Hawail Hand and Rehab [HHR).
Fsupport the intent of S8 2445 - Relating to Physician Assistants which expz»zhd's‘théiau-{h-ar's'zéd-
scope-of practice for physician assistants. Currently under HRS 453-55, Physician assistants arg
able to-sign orders and plans of care for both Physical and Speech therapies, however, not for
Cccupational Therapy. Occupational Therapy practitioners provide services to both impaﬁenf
and outpatients whe have sustained a stroke, brain injury, spinal cord injury; hip fractures,
amputations, band & upper extremity conditions. Occupational Therapy practitioners are
employed in hospitals, skilled nursing facilities, mental health agencies, schools to narhe's few
throtghout Hawaii.

On behalf of the QT practitioners at HHRS, and our professional state association, Ocs:;:pa-tinna%-
Therapy Association of Hawali, | support the intant of the suggested amendment to this bill. The
suggested amendment is as follows;

by inserting after Section 9

Section 10,

CHAPTER 453 MEDICINE AND SURGERY

§453-5.5 Physician assistant; authority to sign documents.

8453-5.5 Physician assistant; authotity ta sign documents. Any physician assistant who holds a
current, valid, and permanent license 1o practice medicine pursuant 1o this chapter, and whois
under the supervision of a licensed physician of gsteopathic physician, shali have the authority
to sign the foflowing documentst. (1) Certification of psychiatric medical condition of the parents
of a-child applicant for aid from the temporary assistance for needy families program; {2}
gvaluation forms.for Hansen's disease patients; (3) Orgers for physical therapy and plans of
care; (4) Pharmacist orders to assist in-monitaring and management of anticoagulation anemia’
and atrial fibrillation; (5} Orders for speech therapy and plans of care; (6] Applications for
bracelefs indicating compassionate care only; {7) Admissions applications for foster homes; {8}
Dietary consultations forms; and (9) Medicaid appii_caﬁion"fmmsf@f nursing care facility
admission and {10} Orders for gecunational therapy and plans of care.

on of occupationat therapy, the CONSUrNer can receive
complate prders from onereferral source. Atthe present time, the consumerneeds to see
his/hier physician to obtain a referral to Occupational Therapy.as orde rs from @ physician
assistant is not covered under current regutation under HRS 453-5.5. Thus, the consumer, will
experiénce a defay inrecelving services, insome of our hospitals and outpatient facilities,
Physician Assistants work alongside the primary physicians and have been writing ardare for
Occupational Therapy services. However, we have needed to ask that the MD's co-sign orders

By adding this amendment with inciusi
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Occupational Therapy services, However, we have needed toask that the MD’s co-sign orders
or additionat Grders heed to be re-written by the primary physician. By adding Occupational
Therapy, this would aliow our consumers to.access OT services in a timely manner and when
prescribed by the Physician Assistant. Furthermore, Medicare allows Physician Assistants to
prescribe OT services, but depending on the Medicare fiduciary they reference the individual
states statutes.

| request your support to amend 5B 2445 by Amending §453-5,5 Physician assistant, and adding
section. 10} which will allow Physician Assistants to sign Occupational Therapy orders and.sign
plans of cere,

if you have any questions, | can be reached arg08-677-4263,

Sincerely,
2o Lis il Grefu, 01
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February 1, 2022

To: Honorabie Senator Jarrett Keohokalole, Chair, Committee-on Heaith
Honorabie Sepator Vice Chidir Rosalyn Baker

Heafing: Wednesday, February 2, 2022 - 1:00 p.m.
RE: §B 2445 —Relating 1o Physiclan Assistants
it SUPPORT with SUGGESTED AMENDMENT

We are proupational therapy practitioners and are enployed at Howait Hand & Rehabilitation
Services LLC. We stipport theintent of $8 2445 — Relating to Physician Assistants which expands
the authorized scope of practice for physician assistants. Currently under HRS 453-5.5, Physician
assistants are able tasign orders and plans of care for both Phiysicat and Speechtherapies,
however, not for Oecupational Therapy. Occupational Therapy praciitioners provide services to
both inpatient and outpatients who have sustained a stroke, brain infury, spinal cordinjury, hip
fractures, amputations, hand & upper extremily conditions. ‘Octu pational Therapy practitioners
are-employed in hospitals, skifled nursing facilities, mental health agencies, schools to name a
few throughout Hawail.

At Hawall Hand & Rehabilitation Services LLC, we work closely with Physiclan Assistantsin upper
extrermity rehabilitation. On behalf of the:OT practitioners at Hawail Hand & Rehabilitation
Services LLC and our professional state association, Occupational Therdpy Assotiation of Hawail,
we support thie intent of the suggested amendment to this bill. The suggestad amendment is as.
follows:

by inserting sfter Section 9

Section 10,

CHAPTER 453 MEDICINE AND SURGERY

§453-5.5 Physician assistant; authority to sign documents.

§453-5.5 Physitian assistant; authority to sigh documents. Any physician assistant who holds a
current, valid, and parmanent license to practice medicine purstant 1o this chapter, and who is
under the supervision of a licensed physician of os&’e}epath ic physician, shiall have the autharity
to sign the following. documerts: { 1} Certification. of psychra{r ic medicat condition of the parents
of a child applicant for ald from the temporary assistance for needy families program; {2)
Evaluation forms for Hansen's disedse patients; (3) Orders for physical therapy and plans of
care; {4} Pharmiacist orders to assist in monitoring and management of antgceaguiat len ahemia
and atrial fibrilfation; {8 Orders for speech therapy and plans of care; (6) Applications for
bracelets indicating compassionate care only; {7} Admissions applications for foster homes; (8]
Dietary corsultations forms: and {9) Medicaid application forms for nursing care facility
admission and (10) Orders for occupational therapy and plans of care,

By aﬁdang this amendment with inclusion of oceupational therapy, the consumer can receive
complete orders from one referral source. At the present time, the consumer needs to see
his/her physician to obtein a referral to Occupational Therapy as orders from a physician
assistant is ot covered under qurrent regulation under HRS 453-5.5. Thus, the. e:oasumef will
experience a delay in receiving services. In some of our. hospitals and outpatrent facilities,
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Physician Assistants work alongside the primiary physitians ang have been writing orders for
Occupational Therapy $erviges, However, we have needed 1o ask that the MEs co-sign orders ot
additional orders need to be reswritten by the primary physiciar. By adding Occupational
Therapy, this would allow our consumers to access OT services in a timely manner and when
prescribed by the Physician Assistant. Furthermore, Medicare.allows Physician Assistants to
'prescr;be OT services, but depending on the Medicare fiduciary they reference the individual

states statutes.

We request your support to amend $B 2445 by Amending §453-5.5 Physician. assistant, and
adding section 10) which will allow Physician Assistants to sign Qceupational Therapy orders and.
sign g_;.i-a'ns.gf care,

if you have any.guestions, we can be reached at {808} 593-2830.

Sinterely,

Lity Yang, OTR/L
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Februpary 1, 2022

Ta: Hanorable Senator Jarrett Keohokalole, Chair, Committes on Mealth:
Honorable Senator Vice Chair Rosalyn Baker

Hearing: Wednesday, February 2, 2022 ~ 1:00 p.m.
RE: SB 2445 ~ Relating to Physiclan Assistants.
N SUPPORT with SUGGESTED AMENDMENT

I'am an-occupational therapy practitioner and am. employed st Hawail Hand and Rehabilitation
Services. | support the intent of SB 2445 ~ Relating to Physician Assistants which expands the
‘authorized scope of practice for physician assistants. Currently under HRS 453-5.5, Physiciah
assistants are able to sign ardafs and plans of care for hoth Physical and Speech therapies,
however, nét for Occupational Therapy. Occupational Therapy practitioners provide services to
both Inpatient and outpatients who have sustzined a stroke, brain injury, spinal cord injury, hip
fractures; amputations, hand & upper extremity conditions, Gecupational Therapy practitioners
are émployed in hospitals, skilled nursivig facilities, mental heaith agencies, schools to name a
few throughout Hawaii.

At Hawali Hand and Rehabilitation Services we work closely-with Physician Assistants. On behalf
of the OF practitioners at Hawall Hand and Rehabilitation Services and our professional state
association, Dccupational Therapy Association of Hawall, | support'the intent of the suggested
amendmaent to this bill. The suggested amendment s as follows:

by ingeriihg after Section 9

Section 10|

CHAPTER 453 MEDICINE AND SURGERY

§453-5.5 Physician assistant; authority to sign documents.

§453-5.5 Physician assistant; authority to sign documents. Any physician assistant who holds a
current, vafid, and permanent license to practice medicine pursugnt to this chapter, and who is
under the supervision of a licensed physician or osteopathic physician, shall have the authority
to sign the following docurnents: {1} Certification of psychiatric medical condition of the parents
of a child gpplicant foraid from the temporary assistance for needy families program; {2)
Evaluation forms for Hansen's disease patients: {3) Orders for physical therapy and plans of
care: (4) Pharmacist orders to assist i monitoring and management of anticoagulation anemia
and atrial fibeillation: (5) Orders for speech therapy and plans of care; (6] Applications for
bracelets indicating compassionate care only; (7) Admissions spplications for foster homes; {8}
Dietary consultations forms; and {9} Medicaid apphcat;an farms fc;ar ﬁur’smg care faciiity
sdimission angd {101 Orders for occunational the - :

By adding this amendment wi ith inclusion of occupational therapy, the consumer can receive
complete orders from one referral source. At the present time, the consumer: needs to see
his/her physician to obtain a referral to Occupati ional Therapy as orders'ifrom a physician
assistant i hot covered under currentregulation under HRS 453-5.5, Thus, the consumer, will
experience a delay in receiving services. In some of our hospitals and outpatient facilities,
Physician Assistants work alongside the primary physicians and have been writing orders for
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Occupational Therapy services. However, | have needed to ask that the MD's co-Sign orders of
additional ordere nesd fo be re-wiitten by the primaty physician. By-adding Occupational
Therapy, this would-allow our consumers to access OT services in a tmely mannerand when
prescrived by the Physician Assistant. Furthermore, Medicare allows Physician Assistantsto
‘prescribe OT services, but depending on the Medicare fiduciaty they reference the individual
states sfatutes.

frequest your supportto amend 5B 2445 by Amending §453-5,5 Physician assistant, and adding
section 10} which will allow Physician Assistants to'sign Occupational Therapy orders and sign
plans of care.

if you have any guestions, | can be reached at 808-583-2830.

Sincerely,

Bryson Calma, oTo, 0TRAL
{Etectronically Signed 02/01/2022 @ 7 04am)
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February 1, 2022

Tor Honorable Senator arrett Keohokaiole, Chair, Committes on Health
‘Honorabile Senator Vice Chair Rosalyn Baker

Hearing: Wednesday, February 2, 2022 - 1:00 p.m.
RE: 5B 2445 ~ Relating to Physician Assistants
N SUPPORT with SUGGESTED AMENDMENT

1 am an.occupationst therapy practiticners employed at Hawail Hand and Renhabilitation
Services. | support the intentof 58 2445 - R&iatmg to Physician Assistants which expands the
authorized scope of practice for physiclan assistants. Currently under HRS 453-5.5, Physician
sésistants are abile to sign orders and plans of care for both Physical and Speech therapies,
however, not tor Occupational Therapy. Ocoupational Therapy practitioners provide services to
both inpatient and cutpatiants who have sustained a stroke, brain injury, spinal ¢ord injury, hip
fractures, amputations; hand & upper extremity conditions. Occupational T ‘herapsf practitioners
are employed in hospitals, skilled nursing facitities, mental health agencies, cutpatient clinics,
schools toname a few throughout Hawail..

At Hawail Hand and Rehabilitation Services we work closely with Physician Assistants who
regularly recommend that their patients with hand/upper extremity injuties receive care from
our clinic, On hehalf of the OT practitioners at Hawaii Hand and Rehabilitation Services, and our
professional state association, The Oocupational Therapy Assoaation of Hawail, we support the
intent of the suggested amendmernt to this bill. The suggested amendment is as foliows:

by inserting after Section ¥

CHAPTER 453 MEDICINE AND SURGERY
§453-5.5 Physician assistant; authority to sign documents,

545355 Physicarassistant; authority to sign documents, Any physician assistent witi holds o
current, valid, and permanent license to practice medicine pursuant to this chapter, and who is
under the supervision of a licensed physician or osteopathic physician, shall have the authority
ta sign the following documents: (1} Certification of psychigtric mriedical condition of the parerts
af a child applicant for aid from the temporary assistance for needy families program; {2}
Eyaluation forms for Hansen's disease patients; (3} Orders for physical therapy and plans: of

care; {43 Pharmacist orders 1o assist in monitoring and management of anticoagulstion anemia
and atrial fibriflation; 5} Orders for speech therapy and plans of care; B} Applications for

tracelets indicating compassionate care only; {7) Admissions applications for foster homes; (8]
Dietary consultations forms; and { @ Medzmasd app}zmtwn fmrng for nursing care facility
admission st {105 Do o woapatimal y e}

By adding this amendment with inclusion of occupational therapy, the consumer can receive
complete orders from one referral source. At the present time, the consumer needsto see
tis/her physician to ebtain a referral to Occupational Therapy as orders from a physician
assistant is not covered under current regulation under HRS 453-5.5. Thus, the consurmier, will
experignce 2 delay in receiving services, insome of bur hospitals snd cutpetient facilities,
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Physician Assistants work slongside the primary physicians and have been writing orders for
Oceupational Therapy services, However, we have needed 1o ask that the MO's co-sign orders
or additions! orders need to berevwritten by the primary physician. Byadding Occupational
Therapy, this would alléw our consumersto access OT Services in a timely manner, apdwhen.

prescribed by the Physician Assistant. Furthermore, Medicare allows Physician Assistarits to
prescribe OF services, but depending on the Medicare fiduciary they reference the individuat
states statutes,

i respectfully requestyour sum}mt to amend S8 2445 by Amending §453-5.5 Physician-assistant,
and adding section 10} which will allow Physiclan Agsistants to sign chu;}anenai Therapy orders
and sign plans of care,
if you have any questions, | can be reached at 808-593-2830.

%iasere%y
gés~¥f£ /}{%‘(’g { ff‘{\}f R {égéfff

Catoi A T Yes, m&?{w GHT
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February 1, 2022

To: Honorable Senator Jarrett Keohokalole, Chair, Committee on Health
Honorable Senator Vice Chair Rosalyn Baker

Hearing: Wednesday, February 2, 2022 ~ 1:00 p.m.
RE: $B 2445 — Relating to Physician Assistants.
IM SUPPORT with SUGG_&STEE AMENDMENT

lam an occupational thera;;«y practitioner and function as both practitioner and co-owner of
Hawaii Hand & Rehabilitation Services LLC. We support the intent of SB 2445 — Relating to
Physician Assistants which expands the authorized scope of practice for physician assistants.
Curcently under HRS 453-5.5, Physician assistants are able to sign orders and plans.of care for
bath Physical and Speech therapies, however, not for Occupational Therapy, Occupational
Therapy practitioners provide services to both inpatient and outpatients who have sustained a
stroke, brain injury, spinal cord injury, hip fractures, amputations, hand & upper extremity
conditions. Occupational Therapy practitioners are émp.ieyed in hospitals, skilled nursing
facilities, mental health agencies, schools, outpatient clinics to name a few throughout Hawali,

At Hawali Hand & Rehabilitation Services LLC, we workclosely with Physician Assistants whe
often recammernd their patients to receive our specialized services (custom orthesis fabrication
and hand/upper éxtremity rehabilitation). On behalf of the OT practitioners at Hawaii Hand &
Rehabilitation Services LLC and our professional state association, Occupational Therapy
Association of Hawal, we supportthe intent of the suggested amendment to this bill. The
suggested amendment s as follows:

by inserting after Section 9

Settion 10.

CHAPTER 453 MEDICINE AND SURGERY

"$453-5,5 Physician assistant; authority to sign documents.

§453-5.5 Physician assistant; authority to sign documents. Any physician assistant who holds a
cutrent, valid, and permanent license to practice medicing pursuant to this chapter, and whois
‘unider the supervision of 4 licensed physician or osteopathic physician, shall have the authority
to sign the following documents: (1) Certification of psychiatric medical condition of the parents
of a child applicant for aid from the tempofary assistarice. forneedy families program; {2)
Evaluation forms for Hansen's.disease patients; (%) Orders for physical therapy and plans of
arg; (4} Pharmacist orders to assist In monitoring and management of anticoagulation anemia
and atrial fibrillation; {5) Orders for speech therapy and plansof care; (6} Applications for
bracelets indicating compassionate care only; {7) Admissions-applications forfoster homaés; (8)
Dietary consultations forms; and (9) Médicaid application forms for nursing care facility
admission and (10) Orders for occupational therapy and plans of care,

8y-adding this amendment with inclusion of accupational therapy, the consumer can receive
complete orders from one referral source. At the present time, the consumer needs to see
his/her- phys%c#an to olbitain a referral to Qccupational Therapy as orders from a physician
assistant is not covered undercurrent regulation under HRS 453-5.5: Thus, the consumer, will
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expériance a delay in receiving services. nsome of our hospitals and outpatient facilities,
Physician Assistants work alongside the primary physicians and have been writing orders for
Occupational Therapy services, However, we have needed 1o ask that the MD's co-sign orders
oy additional orders need to be re-written by the primary physician. By adding Octupaticnal
Therapy, this would allow our consumers to access OT services in.a timely manner and when
‘prescribed by the Physician Assistant. Furthermore, Medicare alfows Physician Assistants 1o
préscribe OT services, but depending on the Medicare fidutiary they reference.the individual

statesstatutes.

We request your support to amend S8 2445 by Amending §453-53.5 Physician assistant; and
adding section 10) which will 2llow Physician Assistants 1o sign Occupational Therapy orders and
sign plansof care,

if you have any questions, we can be reached at {808 593-2830.

Sincerely,

B Apfrags 010, 0
Sherl Azama, OTD, OTR/L, CHT
Managing Member

o LR
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Fabirdary 1, 2022

To: Honorable Senator Jarrett Keohokalole, Chalr, Commiittee on Health
Honorable Senator Vice Chair Rosalyn Baker

Heating: Wednesday, February 2, 2022 - 1:00 p.m,
RE: $B 2445 — Refating to Physician Assistants
IN SUPPORT with SUGGESTED AMENDMENT

{-am an occupational therapist and function as both practitioner and co-owner of Hawaii Hand &
Rehabilitation Services LLC. | am in support of the intent of SB 2445 - Relating to Physician
Assistants which expands the authorized scope of practice for physician assistants. Currently
under HRS 453-5 5, Physician assistants are able to sign orders and plans-of care for both Physical
and Speech therapies, however, not for Occupational Therapy. Occupational Therapy
practitioners provide services W both inpatient and Gutpatients:who have sustained a stroke,
brain: injury, spinal cord injury, hip fractures, amputations, hand & upper extremity conditions.
Occupational Therapy practitioners are employed in varied healthcare settings including
hospitals, skilled nursing facilities, ﬂumat;ent clinics; mental health agencies and schools to name.
a few throughout Hawail.

At Hawaii Hand & Rehabilitation Services LLC, we work closely with Physician Assistants who are
often the first source of contact with an individuat that has sustained a traumatic injury, Theyare
able 1o screen and care-for patients-appropriate to their level of licensed intervention, Asan ©7
‘that specializes in the care of individuals with upper extremity conditions at Hawail Hand &
Rehabilitation Services LLC as well:as our professional state association, Occu;zatioﬁak Therapy
Association of Hawau, ‘support the intent of the suggested amendment to this bill. The suggested
amendment is as follows:

by inserting after Section 9

Section 16,

CHAPTER 453 MEDICINE AND SURGERY

§453-5.5 Physician assistant; authority to sign documents.

845355 ?hy&tc;an assistant; authority to sign documents, Any physician assistant who holds a
current, valid, and permanent license to practice medicine pursuantto this chame:’, and who is
under the supervisionof a licerised physician qr osteopathic physfman shall have the authority to

sign'the following documents: (1) Certification of psychiatric medical condition of the parents.of
a child applicant for aid from the.temporary assistance for needy families program; {2} Eveluation
forms for Hansen's disease patients; [3) Orders for physical therapy and plans of care; (4]
Pharmacist orders to assist in monitoring and management of anticoagulation.anemia and atrial
fibriliation; (5) Orders for speech therapy and plans of care; (6) Applications for bracelets
indicating compassionate care only; {7) Admissions applications for foster homes; (8} Dietary
consultations forms; and (9) Medicaid application forms for nursing care- facility admission and
{10} Orders for occupational therapy and plans of care.
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By addirig this amendment with inclusion of cccupational therapy, the consumer can receive
complete orders from one referral source and thereby reduce the redundancy that otcurs to
receive services. These services inay at times impact an individual's health and/or recovery.

At the present time, the consumer needs to see his/her physician to obtain a referral for
Occupational Therapy--as orders from a physscmn asslistant is not recognized under current
regulation under HRS 453-55 This: inevitahly results in unnecessary delay in receiving services.
With the added burden that COVID has created in our healthcare system, recognizing OT as 3
service that Physician Assistants can prescribe allows. for streamlined access to services.
interestingly, Medicare allows Physician Assistants to prescribe OT services. but the Medicare
fiduciary reference the individual states statutes.

in some of our hospitals and outpatient facilities, Physician Assistants work alongside the.primary
physicians and have been writing orders for Occupational Therapy services. However, we have
needed to ask MD's to either co-sign orders or reguest additional orders be re-written by the
primary physician which can tax them unnecessarily. in the interest of consumers access to
medically necessary services, fam requesting your support to amend SB 2445 by Amending §453-
5.5 Physician assistant, anid adding section 10} which will allow Physician Assistants to sign
Occupational Therapy orders and sign plans of care.

if you have any questions, we can be reached at (808) 593-2830

Sincerely,

Tammy Momohara, OTR/L CHT

[(Electronically Signed 02/02/2022)
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February 1, 2022

To: Honorabie SenatorJarrett Keohokalole, Chalr, Committee on Health
Honorahle Sénatot Vice Chair Rosalyn Baker

Hearing: Wednesday, February 2, 2022 — 100 'p.m.
RE: SB 2445 - Relating to Physician Assistants
IN SUPPORT with SUGGESTED AMENDMENT

I'am an occupational therapist. employed at Hand & Rehabilitation Services LLC. 1 am in support
of the intent of SB 2445 ~ Relating to Physician Assistants which expands the authorized scope of
‘practice for physician assistants. Currently under HRS 453-5.5, Physician assistants are able to
sign’ orders and plans of care for hoth Physical and Speech therapies, however, not for
Ocrupational Therapy. Occupational Therapy practitioners provide services 1o both inpatient and
outpatients who have susteined a stroke, brain injury, spinal cord injery, hip fractures,
amputations, hand & upper exfremity conditions. Occupational Therapy practitioners are
emploved in varied healthcare settings including hospitals, skilled nursing facilities, outpatient
clinics, mental health agencies and schools to name a few throughout Hawaii.

At Hawali Hand & Rehabilitation Services LLC, we work closely with Physician Assistants who are
often the first source of contact with an individual that has sustained a traumatic injury. They are
abile to screen and vare for patients appropriate to their level of licensed intefvention. Asan Ot
that speciatizes in the care of individuals with upper extremity conditions at Hawaii Hand &
Rehabilitation Services LLEC as well as our professional state association, Occupational Therapy
Association of Hawaii, | support the intent of the suggested amendment to this bill, The suggested
amendment is as follows:

by inserting after Section 9

Section 13

CHAPTER 453 MEDICINE AND SURGERY

-§453-5.5 Physician assistant; guthority to sign documents,

§453-5.5 Physician-assistant; authority o sign docaments. Any physician assistant whe holds a.
current, valid, and permanent license to practice medicine pursuant'to this chapter, and who is
under the supervision of a ficensed physician or osteopathic physician, shall have the authority to
sign the following documents: {1} Certification of psychiatric’ medical condition of the parents of
‘& child zpplicant for aid from the temparary assistance for needy families program; {2) Evaluation
forms for Hansen's. disease patients; (3) Ordefs for physical therapy and plans of care; {4)
pharmacist orders to assist in monitoring and management of anticoagulation anemia and atrial
fibrillation; (3} Orders for speech therapy and plans of care; (B) Applications for bracelets
indicating compassionate care only; {7) Admissions applications for foster homes; (8) Dietary
consultations forms; and {9) Medicaid application forms for nursing care: facility admission and
(10) Orders for occupational therapy and plans of care,

By adding this amendment with inclusion of occupational therapy, the consumer can receive
complete orders from one referral source and thereby reduce the rédundancy that octurs to
receive services. These services may at tmes impactan individual's heaith ahg/or vecovery,
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At the present time, the consumer needs to see his/her physician 1o obtain a referral for
Occupational Therapy--as orders from a physician assistant is not recognized under current
‘regulation under HRS 453~ 5.5, This inevitably results in unnecessary delay In receiving services.
With the added burden that COVID has created in our Healthcare system, recognizing OT as a
service that Physician Assistants can prescribe allows for streamlined access to senvices.
Interestingly, Medicare aliows Physician Assistants to prescribe OT services but the Medicare.
fiductary reference the individual states statutes,

in‘'sormie of our hospitafs and outpatient facilities, Physician Assistants work alongside the primary
physicians and have been writing orders for Occupational Therapy services. However, we have
needed to ask MD's to efther co-sign orders.or request additional orders be re-written by the
primary physician which can tax them ume«:essarliy in the intérest of consumers access to
medically necessary services, lam requesting your supportto amend S8 2445 by Amending §453-
5.5 Physician assistant, and adding section 10} which will aliow Physician Assistants to sign
Occupational Therapy orders and sign plans of care.

if you have any questions, we can be reached at (808) 593-2830
Sincerely,

Rachelle Lam, OTR/L

(Eiwctionically Signed 02/02/2022)
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February 1, 2022

To: Honorable Senator jarrett Keohokalole, Chair, Committee.on Health
Honorable Senator Vice Chair Rosalyn Baker

Hearing: Wednesday, February 2, 2022 — 1:00 p.m.
RE: S8 2445 —Relating to Physician Assistants
1N SUPPORT with SUGGESTED AMENDMENT

laman occupational therapy practitioner and emptoyed at ﬁ,a,w,a.i.;j Hand angd Therapy, ] support
the intent of SB 2445 — Relating to Physician Assistants.which expands the authorized scope of
practice for physician-assistents. Currently under MRS 453-5.5, Physician assistants are able to
sign orders and plans of care fot both Physical and Speech therapies, however, not for
Geeupational Therapy, Occupational Therapy practitioners provide services to both inpatient
and outpatients who have sustained a sirake, brain injuty, spinal cord injury, hip fractures,
amputations, hand & upper extremity conditions. Occupational Therapy gractitioners are
employed in hospitals, skitted nursing facilities;, mental health agencies, schools to name a few
throughout Hawail.

At Hawail Hand and Therapy, | work closely with Physician Assistants. On behalf of the OT
practitioners at Hawail Hand and Therapy and our'-gm-fess’iona% state-association, Odcupational
Therapy Association of Hawaii, Lsupport the intent of the suggested amendment to this bill. The
suggested amendment is as follows:

by inserting after Section 9

Section 1

‘CHAPTER 453 MEDICINE AND SURGERY

§453-5.5 Physician assistant; authonty 10 sngﬁ documents,

§453-5.5 Physician assistant; authority to sign documents, Any physician assistant wha holds &
current, valid, and permanent license to practice medicine pursuant to this chapter,and who is
under the supervision of & licensed physician or osteopathic physician, shall have the authority
to sign the following documents: {1} Certification of psychiatric medical condition of the parents
of a child applicant for aid from the temporary assistance for needy families program; (2}
Evaluation forms for Hansen's disease patients; {3) Orders for physical therapy and plans of
care; (4) Pharmacist orders to assist-in monitoring and management of anticoagulation anemia
and atrial fibrillation; {5) Qrders for speech therapy and plansiof care; {6) Applications for
‘bracelets indicating compassionate care only; {7) Admissions applications for foster homes; (8}
Dietary consultations forms; and {8 Medicaid application forms for nursing care facility
admission and:(10) Orders for oceupational therapy and plans of care.

By adding this amendiment with inclusion of occupational therapy, the.consumer can receive
complete arders from one referral source, Atthe present time, the consumer needs 1o see
his/her physician to obtain a referral to Occupational Therapy as orders froma prhysician
‘assistant is not covered under current regulation under HRS 453<5.5. Thus, the consumer; will
experience a delay in receiving services: In some of our hespitals and outpatient facitities,
Physician Assistants work-alongside the primary physicians and have been writing orders for
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Qeoupationsl Therapy services. However, | have needed to ask that the MD's ce-sign orders or
additional rders need to be re-written by the primary physician, 8y adding Occupational
Therapy, this would allow our consumers to access OT services in-a timely manner and when
prescribed by the Physician Assistant. Furthermore, Medicare allows Physician Assistants to
prescribe OT services, but depending on the Medicare fiduciary they reference the individual
states statutes.

P reguest your support to amend S8 2445 by-Amending §453-5.5 Physician assistant, and-adding.
section 10) which will allow Physician Assistants to sign Gecupstional Therapy orders andsign
plang of care.

If you have any guestions, we can be reached at 808-593-2830

Sincerely,
Krigten Christénsen

e PR _
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February 1, 2022

To: Honorable Senator Jarrett Keohokalo le, Chair, Cominittee on Health
Honorable Senator Vice Chair Rosalyn Baker

Hearing: Wednesday, Febroary 2, 2022 - 1:00 pom.
RE; SB 2445 - Relating to Physician Assistants
IN SUPPORT with SUGGESTED AMENDMENT

I am an Oceupational Therapy practitioner employed at Hawaii Hand and Rehabilitation
Services, LLC (HHRS). Isupport the intent of $B 2445 — Relating to Physician
Assistants which expands the authorized scope of practice for physician assistants.
Currently under FIRS 453-5.5, Physician assistants are able to sign.arders and plans of
care for both Physical and Speech therapies, however, not for Occupational Therapy.
Oecupational Therapy practitiofiers provide services to both inpatient and outpatients
who hdve sustained a stroke, brain injury, spinal cord injury, hip fractures, amputations,
hand & upper ﬁxatrcmstj, conditions. Occupational T herapy practitioners dre employed in
hospitals, skilled nursing facilities, mental tealth agendies, schools to name:a few
throughout Hawaii.

At HHRS, | work closely with Physician Assistants from All Access Ortho, which are
orthopedic urgent care facilities. These urgent care facilivies provide immediate and
specialized care for mild to moderate bone and joimntinjuries. Referrals from All Access
Ortho are often time seisitive. Therefore, it is important for Physician Assistants to have
the ability to-order necessary care, including occupational therapy services. Delaying
medically necessary care:-may delay and negatively jmpaci healing. At HHRS, [
specialize in hand injuries. Improper healing of one’s hands greatly impact one’s ability
to falfill schoo! and job dutics, essential self-care, and valued leisure and soctal activities.

AUHHEIRS, I work closely with Physician Assistants in-the All Actess Ortho and
physician offices with offices in and out of the building. At HHRS and my professional
state association, Occupational Therapy Association of Hawaii, T support the intent of the
suggested amendment to this bill. The' suggested amendimient is as. follows:

by inserting after Section 9

Sectien 10, _

CHAPTER 453 MEDICINE AND SURGERY

§453-5.5 Physician dssistant; authority to sign documents,

§453-5.5 Physician assistant; authority to sign.documents. Any physician assistant who
holds a current, valid, and pemmmm license 1o practice medicine pursuant to this
chapter, and who is under the “&L'tp&,ﬁfi%i()ﬂ of a licensed physician or osteopathic
physician, shall have the authority to sign the following-decuments; (1) Certification of
psyehiatric medical condition of the parents of a child applicant for atd from the
temporary assistance for needy families programy (2) Evaluation forms for Hansen's
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disense patients; (3) Orders for physical therapy and plans of cares (4) Pharmacist ovders
{0 assist i monitoring and management of anticoagulation anemia and atrial fibrillation;
(5) Orders for speech thumpv and plans of care; (6} Applications for bracelets indicating
{:{}mpasemnam care only; {7) Admisstons applications for foster homes; (8) Dictary
consultations forms; and (9) Medicaid -application forms for fiursing care facility
admiission and (10} Orders for occupational therapy and plans of care.

By adding this amendment with inclusion of occupational therapy, the consumer can
receive complete orders from one referral source. At the prosent time, the consumer
needs to see his/her physician o obtain a referral to OQccupational Therapy as ordets from
a physician assistant is not covered under current mguia{mn under HRS 453-5.5. Thus,
the consumer, will experience a delay in receiving services. Insome of our hmapﬁam and
outpatient facilities, Physician Assistants work alongside the primary physicians and have
been writing orders. for Occupational Therapy sérvices. However, we have needed to ask
that the MDY co-sign orders oradditional orders need to be re-written by the primary
physician, By adding Occupational Therapy, this woeuld allow our consumers to access

OT services in a timely manner and when prescribed by the Physician Assistant.

Furthermore, Medicare allows Physician Assistants 16 preseribe OT services, but
depending on the Medicare fiduciary they reference the individual states statutes.

T request your support to amend SB 2445 by Amending §453-5.5 Physician assistant, and

adding section 10} which will allew Physician Assistants to sign Occupational Therapy
orders and sign plans of care.

If vou have any questions, 1.can be reached at Hawaii Hand and Rehabilimtion Services,

LLC at (R08)-593-2830.

%Wff’i&fé/ﬂ« 5 AT OTES L

Christina Lindop, MSOT, OTR/L

Oceupational Therapist
Hawaii Hand and Rehabilnation Scz’vices,_ LLC
1401 S. Beretania Street, Suite 730

Honolulu, HI 96814

PAGL

aired
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February 1, 2022

To: Honorable Senator Jarrett Kechokalole, Chair, Committee on Health
Honorable Senator Vice Chair Rosalyn Baker

Hearing: Wednesday, February 2, 2022 - 100 p.m.
RE: 5B 2445 — Relating to Phiysician Assistarifs
IN SUPPORT with SUGGESTED AMENDMENT

| am an occupational therapy practitioner and am employed at Hawaii Hand & Rehabilitation
Services (HHRS). 1 support the intent of SB 2445 — Relating to Physician Assistants which
expands the authorized scope of practice for physician assistants. Currently under HRS 453-5.5,
Physician assistants are able to sign orders and plans of care for both Physical and Speech
therapies, however, not for Occupational Therapy. Occupational Therapy practitioners provide
services to both inpatient and outpatients who have sustained a stroke, brain injury, spinal cord
injury, hip fractures, amputations, hand & upper extremity conditions. Occupational Therapy
practitioners are employed in hospitals, skilled nursing facilities, mental health agencies, schools
to name a few throughout Hawaii.

At Hawaii Hand & Rehabilitation, we work closely with Physician Assistants rehabilitation upper
extremity injuries. On behalf of the OT practitioners at HHRS and our professional state
association, Occupational Therapy Association of Hawaii, | support the intent of the suggested
aimiendment to this bill. The suggested amendmeént is as follows!

by inserting after Section 9

Section 10.

CHAPTER 453 MEDICINE AND SURGERY

§453-5.5 Physician assistant; authority to sign documents.

§453-5.5 Physician assistant; authority to sign documents. Any physician assistant who holds a
current, valid, and permanent license to practice medicine pursuant to this chapter, and who is
under the supervision of a licensed physician or osteopathic physician, shall have the authority
to sigh the following documents: (1} Certification of psychiatric medical condition of the parents
of a child applicant for aid from the temporary assistance for needy families program,; (2)
Evaluation forms for Hansen's disease patients; {3) Orders for physical therapy and plans of
care; (4) Pharmacist orders to assist in manitoring and management of anticoagulation anemia
and atrial fibrillation; (5) Orders for speech therapy and plans of care; (6} Applications for
bracelets indicating compassionate care only; {7) Admissions applications for foster homes; (8}
Dietary consultations forms; and {9) Medicaid application forms for nursing care facility
admission and {10} Orders for occupational therapy and plans of care,

By adding this amendment with inclusion of occupational therapy, the consumer can receive
complete orders from one referral source. At the present time, the consumer needs to see
his/her physician to obtain a referral to Occupational Therapy as orders from a physician
assistant is not covered under current regulation under MRS 453-5.5. Thus, the consumer, will
experience a delay in receiving services. In some of our hospitals and outpatient facilities,
Physician Assistants work alangside the primary physicians and have been writing orders for
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Occupational Therapy services. However, we have needed to ask that the MD’s co-sign orders
or additional orders need to be re-written by the primary physician. By adding Occupational
Therapy, this would allow our consumers to access OT services in a timely manner and when
i.ii‘ééél""lbe'd by the Physician Assistant. Furthertniore, Medicare allows Physiciai Assistants 1o
prescribe OT services, but depending on the Medicare fiduciary they reference the individual
states statutes.

We request your support to amend S8 2445 by Amending §453-5.5 Physician assistant, and
adding section 10) which will allow Physician Assistants to sign Occupational Therapy orders and
sign plans of care.

If you have any questions, we can be reached at 808 598-2830

Sincerely,

lg‘ﬁ-uuv‘;.r;,

] 1%
Bonnie Y, Moy  DTR/
Hawaii Hand & Rehabilitation Services

Qccupational Therapist
Hand Therapist
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February 1, 2022

To: Honorable Senator Jarrett Keohokalole, Chair, Committee on Health
Honorable Senator Vice Chair Rosalyn Baker

Hearing: Wednesday, February 2, 2022 —1:00 p.m.
RE: SB 2445 — Relating to Physician Assistants

We are occupational therapy practitioners and are employed at Kuakini Medical Center. We
support the intent of SB 2445 — Relating to Physician Assistants which expands the authorized
scope of practice for physician assistants. Currently under HRS 453-5.5, Physician assistants are
able to sign orders and plans of care for both Physical and Speech therapies, however, not for
Occupational Therapy. Occupational Therapy practitioners provide services to both inpatient
and outpatients who have sustained a stroke, brain injury, spinal cord injury, hip fractures,
amputations, hand & upper extremity conditions. Occupational Therapy practitioners are
employed in hospitals, skilled nursing facilities, mental health agencies, schools to name a few
throughout Hawaii.

At Kuakini Medica! Center, we work closely with Physician Assistants. On behalf of the OT
practitioners at Kuakini Medical Center and our professional state association, Occupational
Therapy Association of Hawaii, we support the intent of the suggested amendment to this bill.
The suggested amendment is as follows:

by inserting after Section 9

Section 10.

CHAPTER 453 MEDICINE AND SURGERY

§453-5.5 Physician assistant; authority to sign documents.

§453-5.5 Physician assistant; authority to sign documents. Any physician assistant who holds a
current, valid, and permanent license to practice medicine pursuant to this chapter, and who is
under the supervision of a licensed physician or osteopathic physician, shall have the authority
to sign the following documents: (1) Certification of psychiatric medical condition of the parents
of a child applicant for aid from the temporary assistance for needy families program; (2)
Evaluation forms for Hansen's disease patients; (3) Orders for physica! therapy and plans of
care; (4) Pharmacist orders to assist in monitoring and management of anticoagulation anemia
and atrial fibrillation; (5) Orders for speech therapy and plans of care; (6) Applications for
bracelets indicating compassionate care only; (7} Admissions applications for foster homes; {8)
Dietary consultations forms; and (9) Medicaid application forms for nursing care facility
admission and {10) Orders for occupational therapy and plans of care.

By adding this amendment with inclusion of occupational therapy, the consumer can receive
complete orders from one referral source. At the present time, the consumer needs to see
his/her physician to obtain a referral to Occupational Therapy as orders from a physician
assistant is not covered under current regulation under HRS 453-5.5. Thus, the consumer, will
experience a delay in receiving services. In some of our hospitals and outpatient facilities,
Physician Assistants work alongside the primary physicians and have been writing orders for
Occupational Therapy services. However, we have needed to ask that the MD’s co-sign orders
or additional orders need to be re-written by the primary physician. By adding Occupational
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Therapy, this would allow our consumers to access OT services in a timely manner and when
prescribed by the Physician Assistant. Furthermore, Medicare allows Physician Assistants to
prescribe OT services, but depending on the Medicare fiduciary they reference the individual
states statutes.

We request your support to amend SB 2445 by Amending §453-5.5 Physician assistant, and
adding section 10) which will allow Physician Assistants to sign Occupational Therapy orders and
sign plans of care.

If you have any questions, we can be reached at {808)547-9128.

Sincerely,
LesliAnn Kikuchi, Manager, Kuakini Rehabilitation Services

&7% apeabs o

Stephanie Clements, OTR

2

Wanda !Ishiki, OTR /




January 31, 2022

To: Honorable Senator Jarrett Keohokalole, Chair, Committee on Health
Honorable Senator Vice Chair Rosalyn Baker

Hearing: Wednesday, February 2, 2022 - 1:00 p.m.
RE: SB 2445 - Relating to Physician Assistants

On behaflf of the Occupational Therapy Association of Hawaii (OTAH) we support the
intent o

SB 2445 - Relating to Physician Assistants which expands the authorized scope of
practice for physician assistants. Currently under HRS 453-5.5, Physician assistants are
able to sign orders and plans of care for both Physical and Speech therapies, however,
not for Occupational Therapy. Occupational Therapy practitioners provide services to
both inpatient and outpatients who have sustained a stroke, brain injury, spinal cord
injury, hip fractures, amputations, hand & upper extremity conditions. Occupational
Therapy practitioners are employed in hospitals, skilled nursing facilities, mental
health agencies, schools to name a few throughout Hawaii.

We have discussed our suggested amendment with the Hawaii Academy of Physician
Assistants (HAPA) and they are in agreement. OTAH would like to suggest an
amendment to this bill by inserting after Section 9

Section 10.

CHAPTER 453 MEDICINE AND SURGERY

§453-5.5 Physician assistant; authority to sign documents.

§453-5.5 Physician assistant; authority to sign documents. Any physician assistant who
holds a current, valid, and permanent license to practice medicine pursuant to this
chapter, and who is under the supervision of a licensed physician or osteopathic
physician, shall have the authority to sign the following documents: (1) Certification of
psychiatric medical condition of the parents of a child applicant for aid from the
temporary assistance for needy families program; (2) Evaluation forms for Hansen's
disease patients; (3) Orders for physical therapy and plans of care; (4) Pharmacist
orders to assist in monitoring and management of anticoagulation anemia and atrial
fibrillation; (5) Orders for speech therapy and plans of care; (6) Applications for
bracelets indicating compassionate care only; (7) Admissions applications for foster
homes; (8) Dietary consultations forms; and (9) Medicaid application forms for nursing
care facility admission and (10) Orders for occupational therapy and plans of care.

By adding this amendment with inclusion of occupational therapy, the consumer can
receive complete orders from one referral source. At the present time, the consumer
needs to see his/her physician to obtain a referral to Occupational Therapy as orders
from a physician assistant is not covered under current regulation under HRS 453-5.5.
Thus, the consumer, will experience a delay in receiving services. In some of our
hospitals and outpatient facilities, Physician Assistants work alongside the primary
physicians and have been writing orders for Occupational Therapy services. However,
we have needed to ask that the MD’s co-sign orders or additional orders need to be re-
written by the primary physician. By adding Occupational Therapy, this would allow
our consumers to access OT services in a timely manner and when prescribed by the
Physician Assistant. Furthermore, Medicare allows Physician Assistants to prescribe OT
services, but depending on the Medicare fiduciary they reference the individual states
statutes.



We request your support to amend SB 2445 by Amending §453-5.5 Physician _assistant,
and adding section 10) which will allow Physician Assistants to sign Occupational
Therapy orders and sign plans of care.

Sincerely,

o0 ,ow{
Brooke Nakamura, OTD, OTR/L
Doctorate of Occupational Therapy .
President, Occupational Therapy Association of Hawai
(808)542-1882



JE MV |l Wimda W TWw 7RIV T 1TW 1 Wi W Tw 7

February 1, 2022

To: Honorable Senator Jarrett Keohokalole, Chair, Committee on Health
Honorable Senator Vice Chair Rosalyn Baker

Hearing: Wednesday, February 2, 2022 —1:00 p.m.
RE: SB 2445 — Relating to Physician Assistants

We are occupational therapy practitioners and are employed at Pali Momi Medical Center. We
support the intent of SB 2445 — Relating to Physician Assistants which expands the authorized
scope of practice for physician assistants. Currently under HRS 453-5.5, Physician assistants are
able to sign orders and plans of care for both Physical and Speech therapies, however, not for
Occupational Therapy. Occupational Therapy practitioners provide services to both inpatient
and outpatients who have sustained a stroke, brain injury, spinal cord injury, hip fractures,
amputations, hand & upper extremity conditions. Occupational Therapy practitioners are
employed in hospitals, skilled nursing facilities, mental health agencies, schools to name a few
throughout Hawaii.

On behalf of the OT practitidners at Pali Momi Medical Center and our professional state
association, Qccupational Therapy Association of Hawaii, we support the intent of the suggested
amendment to this bill. The suggested amendment is as follows:

by inserting after Section 9

Section 10,

CHAPTER 453 MEDICINE AND SURGERY

§453-5.5 Physician assistant; authority to sign documents.

§453-5.5 Physician assistant; authority to sign documents. Any physician assistant who holds a
current, valid, and permanent license to practice medicine pursuant to this chapter, and who is
under the supervision of a licensed physician or osteopathic physician, shall have the authority
to sign the following documents: (1) Certification of psychiatric medical condition of the parents
of a child applicant for aid from the temporary assistance for needy families program; (2)
Evaluation forms for Hansen's disease patients; (3) Orders for physical therapy and plans of
care; (4) Pharmacist orders to assist in monitoring and management of anticoagulation anemia
and atrial fibrillation; (5) Orders for speech therapy and plans of care; {6) Applications for
bracelets indicating compassionate care only; (7) Admissions applications for foster homes; (8)
Dietary consultations forms; and (9} Medicaid application forms for nursing care facility
admission and (10) Orders for occupational therapy and plans of care.

By adding this amendment with inclusion of occupational therapy, the consumer can receive
complete orders from one referral source. At the present time, the consumer needs to see
his/her physician to obtain a referral fo Occupational Therapy as orders from a physician
assistant is not covered under current regulation under HRS 453-5.5. Thus, the consumer, wil!
experience a delay in receiving services. In some of our hospitals and outpatient facilities,
Physician Assistants work alongside the primary physicians and have been writing orders for
Occupational Therapy services. However, we have needed to ask that the MD’s co-sign orders
or additional orders need to be re-written by the primary physician. By adding Occupational
Therapy, this would allow our consumers to access OT services in a timely manner and when

L el L
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prescribed by the Physician Assistant. Furthermore, Medicare allows Physician Assistants to
prescribe OT services, but depending on the Medicare fiduciary they reference the individual
states statutes.

We request your support to amend SB 2445 by Amending §453-5.5 Physician assistant, and
adding section 10) which will allow Physician Assistants to sign Occupational Therapy orders and

sign plans of care.

If you have any questions, we can be reached at 808-485-4269.

Sincerely,

Sheryl Nakanishi, OTR
Manager, Rehabilitation Services
Pali Momi Medical Center



February 1, 2022

To: Honorable Senator Jarrett Keohokalole, Chair, Committee on Health
Honorable Senator Vice Chair Rosalyn Baker

Hearing: Wednesday, February 2, 2022 —1:00 p.m.
RE: SB 2445 — Relating to Physician Assistants
SUPPORT with suggested amendment

We are occupational therapy practitioners and are employed at Straub Medical Center. We
support the intent of SB 2445 — Relating to Physician Assistants which expands the authorized
scope of practice for physician assistants. Currently under HRS 453-5.5, Physician assistants are
able to sign orders and plans of care for both Physical and Speech therapies, however, not for
Occupational Therapy. Occupational Therapy practitioners provide services to both inpatient
and outpatients who have sustained a stroke, brain injury, spinal cord injury, hip fractures,
amputations, hand & upper extremity conditions. Occupational Therapy practitioners are
employed in hospitals, skilled nursing facilities, mental health agencies, schools to name a few
throughout Hawaii.

At Straub, we work closely with Physician Assistants in orthopedic surgery, neurosurgery and
general surgery to name a few. On behalf of the OT practitioners at Straub Medical Center and
our professional state association, Occupational Therapy Association of Hawaii, we support the
intent of the suggested amendment to this bill. The suggested amendment is as follows:

by inserting after Section 9

Section 10.

CHAPTER 453 MEDICINE AND SURGERY

§453-5.5 Physician assistant; authority to sign documents.

§453-5.5 Physician assistant; authority to sign documents. Any physician assistant who holds a
current, valid, and permanent license to practice medicine pursuant to this chapter, and who is
under the supervision of a licensed physician or osteopathic physician, shall have the authority
to sign the following documents: (1) Certification of psychiatric medical condition of the parents
of a child applicant for aid from the temporary assistance for needy families program; (2)
Evaluation forms for Hansen's disease patients; (3) Orders for physical therapy and plans of
care; (4) Pharmacist orders to assist in monitoring and management of anticoagulation anemia
and atrial fibrillation; (5) Orders for speech therapy and plans of care; (6) Applications for
bracelets indicating compassionate care only; (7) Admissions applications for foster homes; (8)
Dietary consultations forms; and (9) Medicaid application forms for nursing care facility
admission and (10) Orders for occupational therapy and plans of care.

By adding this amendment with inclusion of occupational therapy, the consumer can receive
complete orders from one referral source. At the present time, the consumer needs to see
his/her physician to obtain a referral to Occupational Therapy as orders from a physician
assistant is not covered under current regulation under HRS 453-5.5. Thus, the consumer, will
experience a delay in receiving services. In some of our hospitals and outpatient facilities,
Physician Assistants work alongside the primary physicians and have been writing orders for



Occupational Therapy services. However, we have needed to ask that the MD’s co-sign orders
or additional orders need to be re-written by the primary physician. By adding Occupational
Therapy, this would allow our consumers to access OT services in a timely manner and when
prescribed by the Physician Assistant. Furthermore, Medicare allows Physician Assistants to
prescribe OT services, but depending on the Medicare fiduciary they reference the individual
states statutes.

We request your support to amend SB 2445 by Amending §453-5.5 Physician assistant, and
adding section 10) which will allow Physician Assistants to sign Occupational Therapy orders and
sign plans of care.

If you have any questions, we can be reached at (808) 522-4602.

Sincerely,

Avis Sakata, OTR/L
Occupational Therapy Lead

Additional OT staff in agreement with testimony
Whitney Reigh Asao, OTD
Ashley Cadavona, OTR
Brian Coyle, COTA

Farrah Dimagiba, OTR
Lisa Hall, OTR

Casey Imelio, OTR
Wendy Kondo, OTR
Andrea Muraoka, OTR
Bernice Oishi, COTA
Vandana Pal, OTR
Melissa Pang, OTR

Tisha Taba, OTR

Katie Watanabe, OTR
Dale Yasumoto, OTR
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February 1, 2022

To: Honorable Senator Jarrett Keohaokalale, Chair, Committee on Health
Honorable Senator Vice Chair Rosalyn Baker

Hearing: Wednesday, February 2, 2022 — 1:00 p.m.
RE.. SB 2445 —~ Relating to Physician Assistants

We are occupational therapy practitioners and are employed at Wilcox Medical Center (WMC) support
the intent of SB 2445 — Relating to Physician Assistants which expands the authorized scope of practice
for physician assistants. Currently under HRS 453-5.5, Physician assistants are able to sign orders and
plans of care for both Physical and Speech therapies, however, not for Occupational Therapy.
Occupational Therapy practitioners provide services to both inpatient and outpatients who have
sustained a stroke, brain injury, spinal cord injury, hip fractures, amputations, hand & upper extremity
conditions. Occupational Therapy practitioners are employed in hospitals, skilled nursing facilities,
mental health agencies, schools to name a few throughout Hawaii. : -

At WMC, we wark closely with Physician Assistants in Bone and Joint Center. Cn behalf of the OT .-
practitioners at WMC and our professional state association, Occupational Therapy Association of Hawai,
we support the intent of the suggested amendment ta this bill. The suggested amendment is as follows:
by inserting after Section 8 : : i
Section 10.

CHAPTER 453 MEDICINE AND SURGERY

§453-5,5 Physician assistant; authority to sign documents.

§453-5.5 Physician assistant; authority to sign documenis. Any physician assistant who holds a current;
valid, and permanent license to practice medicine pursuant to this chapter, and who is underthe -
supervision of a licensed physician or osteopathic physician, shall have the authority to sign the following
documents: {1} Certification of psychiatric medical condition of the parents of a child applicant for aid
from the temporary assistance for needy families program; (2) Evaluation forms for Hansen's disease
patients; (3) Orders for physical therapy and plans of care; (4) Pharmacist orders to assist in monitoring
and management of anticoagulation anemia and atrial fibrillation; {5) Orders for speech therapy and
plans of care; (&) Applications for bracelets indicating compassionate care only; {7} Admissions
applications for foster homes; (8) Dietary consultaticns forms; and (3) Medicaid application forms for
nursing care facility admission and {10} Orders for occupational therapy and plans of care.

By adding this amendment with inclusion of occupational therapy, the consumer can receive complete
orders from one referral source. At the present time, the consumer neads to see his/her physician to
obtain a referral to Occupational Therapy as orders from a physician assistant is not covered under
current regulation under HRS 453-5.5. Thus, the consumer, will experience a delay in receiving

services. Insome of our hospitals and outpatient facilities, Physician Assistants work alongside the
primary physicians and have been writing orders for Occupational Therapy services. Howeaver, we have
needed to ask that the MD's co-sign orders or additional orders need to be re-written by the primary
physician. By adding Cccupational Therapy, this would allow our consumers to access OT services ina
timely manner and when prescribed by the Physician Assistant. Furthermore, Medicare allows Physician

Assistants to prescribe OT services, but depending on the Medicare fiduciary they reference the individual

states statutes.

1172
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We reguest your support to amend SB 2445 by Amending §453-5.5 Physician assistant, and adding
section 10} which will allow Physician Assistants to sign Occupational Therapy orders and sign plans of
care.

if you have any guestions, we can be reached at (808) 245-1494

Sincerely,

Isao Kitaguchi

212



SB-2445
Submitted on: 1/30/2022 10:23:20 AM
Testimony for HTH on 2/2/2022 1:00:00 PM

Remote Testimony

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Requested
| Shannon Rudolph | Individual | Support | No |
Comments:

Support



SB-2445
Submitted on: 1/30/2022 8:54:01 PM
Testimony for HTH on 2/2/2022 1:00:00 PM

Remote Testimony

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Requested
| Bernard Sr Robinson || Individual | Oppose I No |
Comments:

Even though | am a licensed physician and member of the Hawaii Medical Association, my
testimony is submitted as a private citizen. | have served on the Hawaii Board of Medical
Examiners when physician assistants and nurse practitioners first applied for prescription writing
privileges. I also hired and trained the first few Hawaii neurosurgical physician assistants
beginning in 1984. In those days, there was considerable resistance to the use of any physician
extenders. We had physician shortages then that raised comparable practical concerns relative to
the limited access of Hawaii citizens to high quality care. Back then, it was clear physician
extenders were quite helpful but they could not be used to replace physicians. As a physician
extender friendly professional, | know that it is a mistake for Hawaii, the healthcare state, to
adopt the false narrative that we can address physician shortages in our state by trying to replace
MDs with physician extenders. Legislative efforts can facilitate looking for real solutions to real
problems, but legislators cannot improve the physician shortage problem by extending the scope
of practice of non-physicians. That is at best an attractive sounding myth. Legislators can find
out what makes primary care and specialist physicians choose to leave Hawaii for practice
opportunities elsewhere. Legislators can potentially use such knowledge to eliminate MD
disincentives and increase MD incentives favorable to MDs coming and / or staying to live

and work in Hawaii. | have never met a patient who wanted to be treated by the least trained
MD on the team, let alone a non-physician. The scope of training of any MD or DO compared to
any physician extender is basically incomparable. The least trained MD after completing
college and medical school, spends years in a primary care or specialty training residency
program before becoming employable as a licensed - certified practicing physician. Making it
legally possible for non-physicians to do traditional physician required work would, in my
opinion, expose the state of Hawaii to civil liability for malpractice. I strongly oppose this bill as
well meaning but counter productive to the goal of pursuing a healthcare infrastructure for our
state that pursues acceptable high quality and sustainable healthcare. Quick fixes as proposed by
this and similar bills are basically ill advised and highly likely to make matters worse than they
already are.

Sincerely submitted,

Bernard Rohinson, M.D.






February 1, 2022

To: Honorable Senator Jarrett Keohokalole, Chair, Committee on Health
Honorable Senator Vice Chair Rosalyn Baker

Hearing: Wednesday, February 2, 2022 —1:00 p.m.
RE: SB 2445 — Relating to Physician Assistants

We are occupational therapy practitioners and are employed at The Queens Medical Center. We support the intent of
SB 2445 — Relating to Physician Assistants which expands the authorized scope of practice for physician assistants.
Currently under HRS 453-5.5, Physician assistants are able to sign orders and plans of care for both Physical and Speech
therapies, however, not for Occupational Therapy. Occupational Therapy practitioners provide services to both
inpatient and outpatients who have sustained a stroke, brain injury, spinal cord injury, hip fractures, amputations, hand
& upper extremity conditions. Occupational Therapy practitioners are employed in hospitals, skilled nursing facilities,
mental health agencies, schools to name a few throughout Hawaii.

At The Queens Medical Center, we work closely with Physician Assistants in our rehabilitation efforts with varied
diagnoses’ including but not limited to, trauma patients, neurological patients, general medical surgical, orthopedic
patients, and psychiatric care for adults and senior adults as inpatient and outpatient service providers. On behalf of
the OT practitioners at The Queens Medical Center and our professional state association, Occupational Therapy
Association of Hawaii, we support the intent of the suggested amendment to this bill. The suggested amendment is as
follows:

by inserting after Section 9,

Section 10.

CHAPTER 453 MEDICINE AND SURGERY

§453-5.5 Physician assistant; authority to sign documents.

§453-5.5 Physician assistant; authority to sign documents. Any physician assistant who holds a current, valid, and
permanent license to practice medicine pursuant to this chapter, and who is under the supervision of a licensed
physician or osteopathic physician, shall have the authority to sign the following documents: (1) Certification of
psychiatric medical condition of the parents of a child applicant for aid from the temporary assistance for needy families
program; (2) Evaluation forms for Hansen's disease patients; (3) Orders for physical therapy and plans of care; (4)
Pharmacist orders to assist in monitoring and management of anticoagulation anemia and atrial fibrillation; (5) Orders
for speech therapy and plans of care; (6) Applications for bracelets indicating compassionate care only; (7) Admissions
applications for foster homes; (8) Dietary consultations forms; and (9) Medicaid application forms for nursing care
facility admission and (10) Orders for occupational therapy and plans of care.

By adding this amendment with inclusion of occupational therapy, the consumer will receive complete orders from one
referral source. At the present time, the consumer needs to see his/her physician to obtain a referral to Occupational
Therapy as orders from a physician assistant is not covered under current regulation under HRS 453-5.5. Thus, the
consumer, will experience a delay in receiving services. In some of our hospitals and outpatient facilities, Physician
Assistants work alongside the primary physicians and have been writing orders for Occupational Therapy

services. However, we need to ask the primary physician to co-sign orders or additional orders need to be re-written by
the primary physician. By adding Occupational Therapy, consumers will access OT services in a timely manner and when
prescribed by the Physician Assistant. Furthermore, Medicare allows Physician Assistants to prescribe OT services, but
depending on the Medicare fiduciary they reference the individual states statutes.

We request your support to amend SB 2445 by Amending §453-5.5 Physician assistant, and adding section 10 will allow
Physician Assistants to sign Occupational Therapy orders and sign plans of care.

If you have any questions, we can be reached at (808) 691-4277. Mahalo for your time!



Sincerely,
Pamela Anderson, Certified Occupational Therapy Assistant, Licensed (COTA/L)
on behalf of our inpatient Occupational Therapists’ and Certified Occupational Therapy Assistants.



TO: COMMITTEE ON HEALTH
Senator Jarrett Keohokalole, Chair
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Vice Chair
and Committee Members

FROM: Alissa Hino

Re: SB 2445, RELATING TO PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS
Wednesday, February 2, 2022 1:00pm
Via videoconference

POSITION: STRONG SUPPORT

My name is Alissa Hino and | strongly support SB 2445 as this bill updates Hawai'i physician assistant scope
of practice law to be consistent with our education and training. This will allow physician assistants the ability to
provide optimal care for our Hawai'i communities.

Thank you for this opportunity to testify.

Alissa Hino



February 1, 2022

To: Honorable Senator Jarrett Keohokalole, Chair, Committee on Health
Honorable Senator Vice Chair Rosalyn Baker

Hearing: Wednesday, February 2, 2022 -1:00 p.m.

RE: SB 2445 - Relating to Physician Assistants

We are occupational/physical/speech language pathology therapy practitioners and are
employed on Oahu. We support the intent of SB 2445 — Relating to Physician Assistants which
expands the authorized scope of practice for physician assistants. Currently under HRS 453-5.5,
Physician assistants are able to sign orders and plans of care for both Physical and Speech
therapies, however, not for Occupational Therapy. Occupational Therapy practitioners provide
services to both inpatient and outpatient clients who have sustained a stroke, brain injury,
spinal cord injury, hip fractures, amputations, hand & upper extremity conditions. Occupational
Therapy practitioners are employed in hospitals, skilled nursing facilities, mental health

agencies, schools to name a few throughout Hawaii.

We work closely with Physician Assistants in outpatient therapy services. On behalf of the OT
practitioners on Oahu and the professional state association, Occupational Therapy Association
of Hawaii, we support the intent of the suggested amendment to this bill. The suggested

amendment is as follows:

by inserting after Section 9

Section 10.

CHAPTER 453 MEDICINE AND SURGERY

§453-5.5 Physician assistant; authority to sign documents.

§453-5.5 Physician assistant; authority to sign documents. Any physician assistant who holds a
current, valid, and permanent license to practice medicine pursuant to this chapter, and who is
under the supervision of a licensed physician or osteopathic physician, shall have the authority
to sign the following documents: (1) Certification of psychiatric medical condition of the parents
of a child applicant for aid from the temporary assistance for needy families program; (2)
Evaluation forms for Hansen's disease patients; (3) Orders for physical therapy and plans of
care; (4) Pharmacist orders to assist in monitoring and management of anticoagulation anemia
and atrial fibrillation; (5) Orders for speech therapy and plans of care; (6) Applications for
bracelets indicating compassionate care only; (7) Admissions applications for foster homes; (8)
Dietary consultations forms; and (9) Medicaid application forms for nursing care facility
admission and (10) Orders for occupational therapy and plans of care.

By adding this amendment with inclusion of occupational therapy, the consumer can receive
complete orders from one referral source. At the present time, the consumer needs to see
his/her physician to obtain a referral to Occupational Therapy as orders from a physician
assistant is not covered under current regulation under HRS 453-5.5. Thus, the consumer, will
experience a delay in receiving services. In some of our hospitals and outpatient facilities,
Physician Assistants work alongside the primary physicians and have been writing orders for
Occupational Therapy services. However, we have needed to ask that the MD’s co-sign orders
or additional orders need to be re-written by the primary physician. By adding Occupational



Therapy, this would allow our consumers to access OT services in a timely manner and when
prescribed by the Physician Assistant, Furthermore, Medicare allows Physician Assistants to
prescribe OT services, but depending on the Medicare fiduciary they reference the individual
states statutes.

We request your support tq amend SB 2445 by Amending §453-5.5 Physician assistant, and
adding section 10) which will allow Physician Assistants to sign Occupational Therapy orders and
sign plans of care.

If you have any questions, we can be reached 808-392-2077

Sincerely,
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SB-2445
Submitted on: 2/1/2022 8:29:11 AM
Testimony for HTH on 2/2/2022 1:00:00 PM

Submitted By Organization

Testifier Position

Remote Testimony
Requested

| CharinaToilolo | Individual

Support

No

Comments:
TO: COMMITTEE ON HEALTH

Senator Jarrett Keohokalole, Chair
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Vice Chair

and Committee Members

FROM: Charina Toilolo

Re: SB 2445, RELATING TO PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS

Wednesday, February 2, 2022 1:00pm

Via videoconference

POSITION: STRONG SUPPORT

My name is Charina Toilolo. | am a physician assistant at Kaiser Permanente Koolau Medical
Office and | strongly support SB 2445 as this bill updates Hawai i physician assistant scope of

practice law to be consistent with our education and training. This will allow physician assistants

the ability to provide optimal care for our Hawai'i communities.



Thank you for this opportunity to testify.

Charina Toilolo



Aloha

Thank you for your service to the people of Hawaii. My name is Chenoa Diehm. | am a 20+
year Physician Assistant in Hawaii at Kaiser Permanente. | strongly support SB 2445 as this
bill updates Hawai'i physician assistant scope of practice to be consistent with our education

and training. This will allow physician assistants the ability to provide optimal care for our
Hawai’i communities.

Thank you for this opportunity to testify.

Best to you,
Chenoa Diehm



SB-2445
Submitted on: 2/1/2022 9:49:57 AM
Testimony for HTH on 2/2/2022 1:00:00 PM

Submitted By Organization

Testifier Position

Remote Testimony
Requested

| Mikala Pino | Individual

Support

No

Comments:
TO: COMMITTEE ON HEALTH

Senator Jarrett Keohokalole, Chair
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Vice Chair

and Committee Members

FROM: Mikala Pino PA-C

Re: SB 2445, RELATING TO PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS

Wednesday, February 2, 2022 1:00pm

Via videoconference

POSITION: STRONG SUPPORT

My name is Mikala Pino. | am a physician assistant at Kaiser Permanente and | strongly
support SB 2445 as this bill updates Hawai i physician assistant scope of practice law to be
consistent with our education and training. This will allow physician assistants the ability to

provide optimal care for our Hawai'i communities.

Thank you for this opportunity to testify.

Mikala Pino PA-C






TO: COMMITTEE ON HEALTH
Senator Jarrett Keohokalole, Chair
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Vice Chair
and Committee Members

FROM: Erin Fowler

Re: SB 2445, RELATING TO PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS
Wednesday, February 2, 2022 1:00pm
Via videoconference

POSITION: STRONG SUPPORT

My name is Erin Fowler and | am a physician assistant at Kaiser Permanente Moanalua Medical Center and |
strongly support SB 2445 as this bill updates Hawai'i physician assistant scope of practice law to be
consistent with our education and training. This will allow physician assistants the ability to provide optimal
care for our Hawai'i communities.

Thank you for this opportunity to testify.

Erin Fowler PA-C, MMS



SB-2445
Submitted on: 2/1/2022 12:40:21 PM
Testimony for HTH on 2/2/2022 1:00:00 PM

Remote Testimony

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Requested
| John Waite | Individual | Support | No |
Comments:

Greetings, and thank you for the opportunity to provide written testimony for this important
piece of legislation.

My name is John Waite and | am a physician assistant practicing in urgent care at Kaiser Hawaii
on Oahu. I strongly support SB 2445, as it updates the legal scope of practice for physician

assistants and allows us to practice in a way that is more consistent with our education and
training.

Furthermore, this will allow better access to health for our communities and permit us the
opportunity to continue providing optimal care for our Hawaiian communities.

Again, thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

John M. Waite, MPAP, PA-C



SB-2445
Submitted on: 2/1/2022 12:49:47 PM
Testimony for HTH on 2/2/2022 1:00:00 PM

Remote Testimony

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Requested
| KathrynBrown || Individual | Support | No |
Comments:

TO: COMMITTEE ON HEALTH
Senator Jarrett Keohokalole, Chair
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Vice Chair

and Committee Members

FROM: Kathryn Brown MMS, PA-C

Re: SB 2445, RELATING TO PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS
Wednesday, February 2, 2022 1:00pm

Via videoconference

POSITION: STRONG SUPPORT

My name is Kathryn Brown. | am a physician assistant at Kaiser Permanente Urgent Care and |
strongly support SB 2445 as this bill updates Hawai i physician assistant scope of practice law
to be consistent with our education and training. This will allow physician assistants the ability to
provide optimal care for our Hawai'i communities.



Thank you for this opportunity to testify.

Kathryn Brown MMS, PA-C
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To: Hanorable Senator Jarrett Keohokalole, Chair, Committee on Health
Honorable Senator Vice Chair Rosalyn Baker

Hearing: Wednesday, February 2, 2022 — 1:00 p.m.
RE: 5B 2445 — Relating to Physician Assistants

We are occupational, physical, and speech therapy practitioners and are on the island of Q"ahu.
We support the intent of SB 2445 — Relating to Physician Assistants which eéxpands the
authorized scope of practice for physician assistants. Currently under HRS 453-5.5, Physician
assistants are able 1o sign orders and plans of care for both Physical and Speech therapies,
however, not for Occupational Therapy. Occupational Therapy practitioners provide services to
both inpatient and outpatients who have sustained a stroke, brain injury, spinal cord injury, hip
fractures, amputations, hand & upper extremity conditions. Occupational Therapy practitioners
are employed in hospitals, skilled nursing facilities, mental health agencies, schools to name a
few throughout Hawaii.

We work closely with Physician Assistants in outpatient therapy services. On behalf of the OT
practitioners on Q'ahu and our professional state association, Occupational Therapy Association
of Hawaii, we support the intent of the suggested amendment to this bill. The suggested
amendment is as follows:

by inserting after Section 9

Section 10,

CHAPTER 453 MEDICINE AND SURGERY

§453-5.5 Physician assistant; authority to slgn dacuments,

§453-5.5 Physician assistant; authority to sign documents. Any physician assistant who holds a
current, valid, and permanent license to practice medicine pursuant to this chapter, and whao is
under the supervision of a licensed physician or osteopathic physician, shall have the authority
to sign the following documents: (1) Certification of psychiatric medical condition of the parents
of a child applicant for aid from the temporary assistance for needy families program; (2)
Evaluation forms for Hansen's disease patients; (3) Orders for physical therapy and plans of
care; {4) Pharmacist orders to assist in monitoring and management of anticoagulation anemia
and atrial fibrillation; (5) Orders for speech therapy and plans of care; (6} Applications for
bracelets indicating compassionate care only; {7) Admissions applications for foster homes; {8)
Dietary consultations forms; and (9) Medicaid application forms for nursing care facility
admission and (10) Orders for occupational therapy and plans of care.

By adding this amendment with inclusion of occupational therapy, the consumer can receive
complete orders from one referral source. At the present time, the consumer needs to see
his/her physician to abtain a referral to Occupational Therapy as orders from a physician
assistant is not covered under current regulation under HRS 453-5.5. Thus, the consumer, will
experience a delay in recelving services. In some of our hospitals and outpatient facilitles,
Physician Assistants work alongside the primary physicians and have been writing orders for
Occupational Therapy services, However, we have needed to ask that the MD’'s co-sign orders
or additional orders need 1o he re-written by the primary physician. By adding Occupational
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Therapy, this would allow our consumers to access OT services in a timely manner and when
prescribed by the Physician Assistant. Furthermore, Medicare allows Physician Assistants to
prescribe QT services, but depending on the Medicare fiduciary they reference the individual
states statutes. -

We request your support to amend 58 2445 by Amending §453-5.5 Physician assistant, and

adding section 10) which will allow Physician Assistants to sign Occupational Therapy orders and
sign plans of care.

If you have any questions, we can be reached at {208) 691-3876

sincerely,

Nicole Cardillo, OTR W &L/ I s
Alissa Arakaki, PT M. d M
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TO: COMMITTEE ON HEALTH
Senator Jarrett Keohokalole, Chair
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Vice Chair
and Committee Members

rEYEY
LATYI
FROM: Kristen Kichline PA-C 4

Re: SB 2445, RELATING TO PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS
Wednesday, February 2, 2022 1:00pm
Via videoconference

POSITION: STRONG SUPPORT

My name is Kristen Kichline | am a physician assistant at Kapiolani Medical Center for Women and Children
and | strongly support SB 2445 as this bill updates Hawai'i physician assistant scope of practice to be
consistent with our education and training. This will allow physician assistants the ability to provide optimal
care for our Hawai’i communities.

Thank you for this opportunity to testify.

Kristen Kichline PA-C
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TO: COMMITTEE ON HEALTH
Senator Jarrett Keohokalole, Chair
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Vice Chair
and Committee Members

FROM: Alia Mulcahy, PA-C
) rEYEY
Re: SB 2445, RELATING TO PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS J 4
Wednesday, February 2, 2022 1:00pm 4
Via videoconference

POSITION: STRONG SUPPORT

My name is Alia Mulcahy | am a physician assistant at HPMG and | strongly support SB 2445 as this bill
updates Hawai'i physician assistant scope of practice law to be consistent with our education and training. This
will allow physician assistants the ability to provide optimal care for our Hawai'i communities.

Thank you for this opportunity to testify.

Alia Mulcahy, PA-C
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