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Ho`ōla Veteran Services
D.b.a. Ho`ōla Farms

923 Kukuau St.
Hilo, HI 96720

March 23rd, 2022

The Honorable Mark Hashem, Chair
and Members of the Committee on Agriculture
Hawaiʻi State Capitol, Room 325

Re: Testimony in support of HCR77/HR70- Simeon and Kathrnyn Rojas,

Aloha kāua,

My name is Emily Emmons and I am the Executive Director of Ho`ōla Veteran Services d.b.a.
Ho`ōla Farms, a Hawaiʻi nonprofit organization with a mission to provide agriculture training and
support services to military Veterans and their families, along with the community, with a goal to
create a more sustainable community and well-being for all. Annually we engage over 100
veterans and their families in agriculture activities, utilize 1,000+ volunteer hours, and sell over
$144,000 in locally grown produce through our ecommerce website, Hawaiʻi Farm to Car.

At Ho`ōla Farms we know there are few pairings more closely aligned than Veterans and
farming. The skill sets developed in military service such as problem solving quickly and
creatively, and strong work ethic match many of the characteristics of a successful agricultural
professional. Whether it’s a sense of duty, responsibility and accountability for completing the
mission, or being organized and disciplined, Veterans typically transition naturally into farming,
ranching, and other agricultural opportunities.

Far too often, Veterans and their families are taken advantage of by those who intend to
financially gain from their hard work ethic and teamwork “get the job done” attitude. You can see
how a simple land lease agreement quickly turned into a nightmare of unreasonable requests,
financial demands, all of which have compounding consequences for our veteran community,
including mental health and well-being. The additional stress and lack of support, in an
evironment that was supposed to be supporting a peaceful lifestyle and a sensense of purpose
for Mr. Rojas and his family quickly turned into a nightmare; professionally, financially and
personally.

We stand with the Rojas Ohana and hope the State will do the same, not just to rectify the
current situation but also to protect future Veteran farmers. Mahalo nui loa for your time and
consideration.

With Gratitude,

Emily Emmons
Executive Director
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U17U4W14 JO GmIÛJÎJ- poj^pisuoj Ojctood; &lyilU/lJl̂,;J- SJ 

2,pi4l7] &17 9+17+5 14117+̂0 pi417 J9U4J17J- 17 9̂4 +0l4 0+ ::̂0 +1 5J

lo\}}\pjj{- m\m\/\ 0+ ^0 +1 5j 

l^m\ 914+ 9+17141U/U7+140J 0+ :^0 +1 51

59Ij J9+J-17'591) pi417 59|WJ AA.O||Oj- +014 590p ^917AJ17N

'(^5114+U4J1J-140J
0+ 5pJ0J9J Ik7jip9l4yi) 5^99^4. OAA4. ^̂V)QC\y; JOj- 515ct95 JOj- 

)17+ld:50l4 914+ 0+ p9++lU1pl7 517A4. J J9+17] 5hl7p '9J1417+5^W5 

550J& h&pV9]5 17 0+141 &l4ll4l4V9J 517AA. J p9^1]179J J pl417 'Octld: 
&UII45WG 17 JJ-O +V9145 0+ pi7l4 X 95V) 17797) '0+141 d;995 9+517AA.



'Gi4iiy|+<?u op 04- Guisooiyji? si y?m siiy|4- J-o ]]i;7 4-woî:7 
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