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Department's Position:
The Hawaii State Department of Education (Department) supports HCR 50 urging the
prioritization of low- to moderate-income families for school bus transportation service.

The Department would need to pursue amendments to applicable Hawaii Administrative
Rules to formalize, operationalize, and allow enforcement of this prioritization.

There are financial implications to the Department that will need to be addressed so as
not to negatively impact programs that are funded by school bus pass fares such as
City and County bus passes for students eligible for assistance under the
McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act, family mileage reimbursement, and other
operational expenses.

The Department continues to work with our school bus contractors to hire qualified
school bus drivers.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on this measure.
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