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In consideration of 

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 176/HOUSE RESOLUTION 176 
URGING THE BOARD OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES TO APPOINT 
HARBOR AGENTS AS ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS FOR THE PURPOSES OF 

ENFORCING PARKING VIOLATIONS AT SMALL BOAT HARBORS IN THE STATE. 
 

House Concurrent Resolution 176/House Resolution 176 urge the Board of Land and Natural 
Resources to appoint Harbor Agents as Enforcement Officers to enforce parking violations at 
state small boat harbors.  The Department of Land and Natural Resources (Department) 
appreciates the intent of these measures and offers comments. 
 
When the Small Boat Harbor Program was under Department of Transportation (DOT) 
jurisdiction, Harbor Agents had authority to cite for parking violations at small boat harbors.  
However, due to complaints of favoritism and arbitrary citing, the authority was revoked.  
Additionally, sworn law enforcement officers are trained to provide court testimony, while 
Harbor Agents are not.  In the event a citation is challenged in court, the Department has 
concerns about the ability of its Harbor Agents to attend and testify in court.  The Department's 
Division of Conservation and Resources Enforcement provides comprehensive training to its 
officers so that they are equipped to handle all types of enforcement tasks, including parking 
enforcement and providing court testimony.  The Department therefore believes that parking 
enforcement authority should remain with sworn law enforcement officers only. 
 
Additionally, the Department encountered issues with accepting parking payments due to 
parking vendor interruptions.  Without also being able to address this issue, the Department may 
not be able to determine which vehicles are violating parking regulations. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on these measures. 
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