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Chair Tarnas, Vice Chair Takayama, and Members of the House Committee on Judiciary
and Hawaiian Affairs:

As the lead agency of the Hawaii Coastal Zone Management Program, the Office of
Planning and Sustainable Development supports HB 365 HD1, which proposes additions for
proposed activities to be considered excluded “development” under Hawaii Revised Statutes
§ 205A-22 to reduce the need for Special Management Area (SMA) permitting procedures for
those proposed actions that have no adverse environmental impacts on the SMAs.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure.
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Committee on Judiciary and Hawaiian Affairs

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of this important measure. This
measure would eliminate the need for Special Management Area permits for certain
environmentally beneficial projects, including those for pedestrian and bicycle facilities,
native-habitat preservation, native-seabird protection, and security at public facilities.

The Maui County Council has not had the opportunity to take a formal position on this
measure as amended. Therefore, I am providing this testimony in my capacity as an
individual member of the Maui County Council.

I support this measure for the following reasons:

1. This measure’s targeted amendments to the definition of “development”
will promote, not undercut, the environmental controls and quality that
Special Management Area regulations are intended to protect.

2. This measure will facilitate the timely approval of important projects to
benefit the public, including improvements to pedestrian and bicycling
infrastructure, environmental and wildlife protection, and security at
public facilities.

For the foregoing reasons, I support this measure.
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The Honorable David A. Tarnas, Chair
and Members of the Committee on Judiciary
and Hawaiian Affairs

Hawaii House of Representatives

Hawaii State Capitol

415 South Beretania Street

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Tarnas and Committee Members:

Subject: House Bill No. 365, HD 1
Relating to Special Management Areas

The Department of Planning and Permitting (DPP) supports House Bill No. 365,
HD 1, which would expand exclusions from the definition of “development” as it applies
to special management areas (SMA) to reduce the need for SMA permits for certain
activities.

We support the change in the HD 1 to keep the dwelling size at 7,500 square
feet, instead of reducing it to 5,000 square feet. We also support the intent of the Bill
and believe SMA permit streamlining will facilitate important restoration activities,
enhance public pedestrian and bicycle access to recreational areas within the SMA, and
support safety measures for public facilities.

We note the counties are empowered to require an SMA permit if they determine
coastal zone impacts are anticipated for any project. Given this, we believe the
proposed amendments would not compromise the need to manage activities within the
SMA in Hawaii.

Thank you for this opportunity to testify.

Very

Dawn Takeuchi Apuna
Director-
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Website: hawaiicounties.org | Email: hsac@hawaiicounties.org

Testimony of the
Hawai‘i State Association of Counties
on
H.B. No. 365 HD1
Relating to Special Management Areas.

Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs

Friday, February 16, 2023, 2:00 p.m.

The Hawai'‘i State Association of Counties (HSAC) supports H.B. 365, HD1. H.B. 365 HD1
expands the exclusions from what is considered “development” in the special management

area that have no adverse environmental impacts on the SMAs to include:

e Public pedestrian, bicycle facilities, and traffic control barriers;

e Trash removal or invasive vegetation removal;

e Installation of security measures such as: fencing; Installation, maintenance, repair,
and replacement of lighting fixtures and equipment at public recreational facilities; and

e The installation, maintenance, repair, and replacement of security measures for public

facilities.

The Hawai‘i State Association of Counties supports H.B. 365 HD1, and requests your

favorable consideration of this measure.
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