
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY AGENCY 
 

DAVID Y. IGE 
GOVERNOR 

 

 
 

STATE OF HAWAII 

DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES 
P. O. Box 339 

Honolulu, Hawaii 96809-0339 
 

CATHY BETTS 
DIRECTOR 

 
 

JOSEPH CAMPOS II 
DEPUTY DIRECTOR 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

February 1, 2022 
 

TO:  The Honorable Representative Ryan I. Yamane, Chair 
  House Committee on Health, Human Services, & Homelessness  
     
FROM:  Cathy Betts, Director 

 
SUBJECT: HB 1945 – RELATING TO THE NEIGHBOR ISLANDS BLIND AND VISUALLY 

IMPAIRED SERVICE PILOT PROGRAM.  
   
HEARING:  Thursday, February 3, 2022, 9:00 A.M. 

Via Videoconference, State Capitol 
 

DEPARTMENT'S POSITION:  The Department of Human Services (DHS) appreciates the 

intent and offers comments.  

PURPOSE: The purpose of the bill is to require DHS to establish a neighbor islands blind 

and visually impaired service pilot program that supplements existing statewide services by 

providing training and other services to neighbor island residents who are blind or visually 

impaired.  Requires DHS to report to Legislature before the Regular Session of 2025.  

Appropriates funds.  Repeals 06/30/2025.  

The DHS appreciates the measure's intent as it may serve to supplement services for 

neighbor island residents, particularly with transportation.  However, DHS respectfully notes 

that services described in the measure are currently available to eligible participants of our 

Division of Vocational Rehabilitation (DVR) Services for the Blind Branch, Ho'opono.  A number 

of the services are also provided by non-profit statewide centers for independent living 

statewide.  Additionally, assistive technology devices and training are available via the State 

Grant for Assistive Technology, offered through the Assistive Technology Resource Center. 
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DVR's Ho'opono program provides outreach and adjustment to blindness services that 

include: Structured Discovery ™ training; peer-to-peer mentoring; individual and group 

counseling for the adjustment to blindness; information and referral to community resources, 

including consumer organizations; training in orientation and mobility, daily living, self-care, 

and home management skills; benefits counseling; financial assistance with vocational training 

and higher education; competitive, integrated employment opportunities; low vision services 

and more to eligible individuals in their homes and communities via the Vocational 

Rehabilitation program, the New Visions program, and the Independent Living for Older 

Individuals who are Blind Program statewide. 

DVR's Ho'opono New Visions program is the only training center to hold Structured 

Discovery ™ certification in the State of Hawaii.  DVR received certification from the National 

Blindness Professional Certification Board in 2008. 

The proposed legislation requires that the pilot program's volunteer services shall  be "… 

recruited, assigned, and supervised by the department of human services or an entity 

contracted by the department to organize and implement the pilot program." It further 

requires that DHS shall "… work with neighbor island transportation service providers and other 

individuals to  develop a special needs transportation assistance service network to serve 

program participants." The measure would additionally require DHS to "establish procedures 

and requirements for accepting program participants."  It also requires DHS to "enter into a 

contract with a non-profit organization to recruit, train, and supervise volunteer service corps 

members and to oversee the pilot program, provided that existing department personnel may 

be assigned to fulfill administrative and fiscal responsibilities of the support program."   

If the measure passes, the department will need new positions and a general fund 

appropriation to perform these additional duties and maintain current responsibilities.  

Additionally, the federal funding requirements of the Vocational Rehabilitation and 

Independent Living Services for Older Blind grants would prevent DHS staff from working on 

services provided to individuals who are not eligible for our programs.  Consequently, the 

proposed measure requires new 100% state general funded positions. 
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The proposed legislation also requires that: "[t]he department of human services shall 

identify and secure other sources of funding, including federal funding, to provide for matching 

funds for the pilot program[.]" As mentioned above, DHS will attempt to secure such funding; 

however, this will likely be difficult due to existing federal funding already allocated for these 

services, as noted above, to serve DVR's clients statewide. 

DHS appreciates that any funds appropriated pursuant to this proposed legislation shall 

be in addition to and shall not reduce or supplant any portion of the base budget priorities 

identified in the Executive Budget.   

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on this measure. 
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RELATING TO THE NEIGHBOR ISLANDS BLIND AND VISUALLY IMPAIRED 
SERVICE PILOT PROGRAM 
 
 The Department of Budget and Finance (B&F) offers comments on this bill. 

 House Bill No. 1945:  1) establishes the Neighbor Islands Blind and Visually 

Impaired Service Pilot Program (NIBVISPP) within the Department of Human Services 

(DHS); 2) sets program service requirements for NIBVISPP regarding the types of 

services provided and the provision of services by volunteers; 3) requires DHS to 

contract with a nonprofit organization to recruit and manage NIBVISPP’s volunteers and 

to oversee the provision of services; 4) sets reporting requirements for DHS; 5) provides 

definitions for clarity; and 6) appropriates an unspecified amount of general funds, with 

non-supplanting and matching funds requirements, to DHS in FY 23 to fund NIBVISPP. 

 B&F notes that, with respect to the general fund appropriation in this bill, the 

federal Coronavirus Response and Relief Supplemental Appropriations Act requires that 

states receiving Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief (ESSER) II funds 

and Governor’s Emergency Education Relief II funds must maintain state support for: 
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• Elementary and secondary education in FY 22 at least at the proportional level of the 

state’s support for elementary and secondary education relative to the state’s overall 

spending, averaged over FYs 17, 18 and 19; and 

• Higher education in FY 22 at least at the proportional level of the state’s support for 

higher education relative to the state’s overall spending, averaged over FYs 17, 18 

and 19. 

Further, the federal American Rescue Plan (ARP) Act requires that states receiving 

ARP ESSER funds must maintain state support for: 

• Elementary and secondary education in FY 22 and FY 23 at least at the proportional 

level of the state’s support for elementary and secondary education relative to the 

state’s overall spending, averaged over FYs 17, 18 and 19; and 

• Higher education in FY 22 and FY 23 at least at the proportional level of the state’s 

support for higher education relative to the state’s overall spending, averaged over 

FYs 17, 18 and 19. 

 The U.S. Department of Education has issued rules governing how these 

maintenance of effort (MOE) requirements are to be administered.  B&F will be working 

with the money committees of the Legislature to ensure that the State of Hawai‘i 

complies with these ESSER MOE requirements. 

 Thank you for your consideration of our comments. 



HB-1945 

Submitted on: 2/1/2022 10:44:42 PM 

Testimony for HHH on 2/3/2022 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Remote Testimony 

Requested 

Stan Young 
Hawaii State committee of 

Blind Vendors 
Support No 

 

 

Comments:  

Testimony of Stan Young, Chairperson, Hawaii State Committee of Blind Vendors, before the 

Committee on Health, Human Services, and Homelessness (HHH) 

Hawaii State House of Representatives 

Thirty-First Legislature, Regular Session of 2022 

February 3, 2022, 9:00 AM, hearing on HB1945 

  

Good morning Mr. chairman, Mr. vice chair, and committee members. I am  Stan Young and 

fully supporting HB1945.  

  

This bill will require the Department of Human Services to establish and implement a neighbor 

islands blind and visually impaired service pilot program to provide services and training for 

blind and visually impaired neighbor island residents, with funds to be appropriated for this 

purpose.  

  

Why is this bill needed, and why do I support it? Let me answer the second question first. I am 

blind and have lived a full life as a blind person for 75 years since the day I was born in 1946. 

Consequently, I am speaking to you from firsthand experience. I have been blessed every day to 

have received superior blindness related training, but I know and have known thousands of other 

blind people who have not had the same opportunity. My heart goes out to them. Every day 

without good training leads to missed opportunities and lost time which cannot be recovered. For 

many, I know that blindness seems to impose insurmountable barriers, but I also know that this 

need not be so. Blindness need not be a barrier to living a full and productive life. In fact, it is 

literally true that the impact of blindness on a person's life and livelihood can be reduced to 

nothing more than a mere nuisance. That has happened in my life, and it can happen in the lives 



of others if given the opportunity for blindness related  training, including outreach and 

encouragement provided by other people who are blind. 

  

This bill finds there are approximately 12 thousand people in our state who are blind or visually 

impaired; most live on Oahu. About two thousand live somewhere on our neighbor islands. As a 

result, it is logical that the most comprehensive and by far the best blindness related training 

services are available on Oahu, due to economies of scale. We are fortunate in Hawaii to have 

high quality training for the blind provided by our state program called Ho'opono, and its New 

Visions training center under the Department of Human Services. I hope you will take the 

opportunity some time soon to visit this program. 

  

Of course it is true that neighbor island residents may receive training at Ho'opono, but this often 

requires a period of from 6 to 8 months and some times more, leaving home, for example on the 

big island, and moving to Oahu, at least during the time of training. This is great for those who 

can do it, but expecting people to be uprooted from their families and home environments should 

not be their only option.  HB1945 says we can do better. 

  

At its core this bill acknowledges the need fora supplemental  services program for blind and 

visually impaired people who are neighbor island residents. The services authorized would not 

replace training at Ho'opono; quite the opposite.  More than anything else, this bill would give 

neighbor island residents a pathway out of isolation. This bill means hope for better opportunities 

to enable blind and visually impaired people to improve their lives. 

  

The bill includes  a detailed list of services described as pier to pier outreach, sight loss 

adjustment, pier counseling support, and mobility training.  Nine specific services are authorized 

as follows: 

(1) Outreach efforts to identify individual and program needs;  

(2) Coordination with existing programs to ensure that existing services are identified and used 

to the maximum extent possible;  

(3) Adjustment services, including individual and group counseling;  

(4) Access to and training to use telecommunications services to receive current news, weather 

alerts, and other vital public information;  



(5) Awareness development and training for use of computers, smart phones, and other 

communications devices;  

(6) Daily living, self-care, and home management skills;  

(7) Orientation and mobility training;  

(8) Advocacy training and assistance to secure needed benefits, services, and individual rights; 

and  

(9) Other services, including peer support needed for program participants to sustain 

independence and social integration.  

  

Support for transportation, referred to as "special needs transportation," would also be provided. 

This section recognizes the serious limitations faced by blind and visually impaired people who 

are unable to drive but live in areas where having access to and use of a vehicle is a necessity 

since public transportation is infrequent or often not available at all. nonetheless, support for 

special needs transportation is intended to supplement and not replace any public transportation 

services available. 

  

Regarding the nine services listed  as outreach and training, the advantage of pier support 

provided by qualified volunteers is fundamental to this bill. Think of it as blind people helping 

other blind people. Who could be more motivated to help others than those of us who have had 

the advantages which come from  excellent training and services? We are the aloha state. When 

this bill is passed blind people will have the opportunity to reach out and teach other blind 

people; expressing the aloha spirit with our piers on the neighbor islands. Please help us to use 

our skills in service to the state and to our fellow blind people in need within our state. 

  

Mr. chairman, Mr. vice chair, and committee members, enactment of HB1945 will truly be a 

"win, win," proposition for the people of our state. The need on the neighbor islands is known 

and acknowledged. Building on the strength of services provided by the state on Oahu, we can 

and should do better for our piers who live on our neighbor islands. Supplementation of existing 

services, not duplication, is needed. Smart use of qualified volunteers will give blind people the 

chance to serve others. This approach is consistent with our values. Mahalo for your support to 

move this bill forward into law. 

 



National Federation of the Blind 
Testimony before the Committee on Health, Human Services, and Homelessness 
(HHH) 
Hawaii State House of Representatives 
Thirty-First Legislature, Regular Session of 2022 
February 3, 2022, 9:00 AM, hearing on HB1945 
 
Good morning Mr. chairman, Mr. vice chair, and committee members. I am James 
Gashel, representing the National Federation of the Blind of Hawaii, fully supporting 
HB1945.   
 
This bill will require the Department of Human Services to establish and implement a 
neighbor islands blind and visually impaired service pilot program to provide services 
and training for blind and visually impaired neighbor island residents, with funds to be 
appropriated for this purpose.  
 
Why is this bill needed, and why do I support it? Let me answer the second question 
first. I am blind and have lived a full life as a blind person for 75 years since the day I 
was born in 1946. Consequently, I am speaking to you from firsthand experience. I have 
been blessed every day to have received superior blindness related training, but I know 
and have known thousands of other blind people who have not had the same 
opportunity. My heart goes out to them. Every day without good training leads to missed 
opportunities and lost time which cannot be recovered. For many, I know that blindness 
seems to impose insurmountable barriers, but I also know that this need not be so. 
Blindness need not be a barrier to living a full and productive life. In fact, it is literally 
true that the impact of blindness on a person's life and livelihood can be reduced to 
nothing more than a mere nuisance. That has happened in my life, and it can happen in 
the lives of others if given the opportunity for blindness related training, including 
outreach and encouragement provided by other people who are blind. 
 
This bill finds there are approximately 12 thousand people in our state who are blind or 
visually impaired; most live on Oahu. About two thousand live somewhere on our 
neighbor islands. As a result, it is logical that the most comprehensive and by far the 
best blindness related training services are available on Oahu, due to economies of 
scale. We are fortunate in Hawaii to have high quality training for the blind provided by 
our state program called Ho'opono, and its New Visions training center under the 
Department of Human Services. I hope you will take the opportunity some time soon to 
visit this program. 
 
Of course it is true that neighbor island residents may receive training at Ho'opono, but 
this often requires a period of from 6 to 8 months and some times more, leaving home, 
for example on the big island, and moving to Oahu, at least during the time of training. 
This is great for those who can do it, but expecting people to be uprooted from their 
families and home environments should not be their only option. HB1945 says we can 
do better. 
 



At its core this bill acknowledges the need fora supplemental services program for blind 
and visually impaired people who are neighbor island residents. The services 
authorized would not replace training at Ho'opono; quite the opposite.  More than 
anything else, this bill would give neighbor island residents a pathway out of isolation. 
This bill means hope for better opportunities to enable blind and visually impaired 
people to improve their lives. 
 
The bill includes a detailed list of services described as pier to pier outreach, sight loss 
adjustment, pier counseling support, and mobility training.  Nine specific services are 
authorized as follows: 
(1) Outreach efforts to identify individual and program needs;  
(2) Coordination with existing programs to ensure that existing services are identified 
and used to the maximum extent possible;  
(3) Adjustment services, including individual and group counseling;  
(4) Access to and training to use telecommunications services to receive current news, 
weather alerts, and other vital public information;  
(5) Awareness development and training for use of computers, smart phones, and other 
communications devices;  
(6) Daily living, self-care, and home management skills;  
(7) Orientation and mobility training;  
(8) Advocacy training and assistance to secure needed benefits, services, and 
individual rights; and  
(9) Other services, including peer support needed for program participants to sustain 
independence and social integration.  
 
Support for transportation, referred to as "special needs transportation," would also be 
provided. This section recognizes the serious limitations faced by blind and visually 
impaired people who are unable to drive but live in areas where having access to and 
use of a vehicle is a necessity since public transportation is infrequent or often not 
available at all. nonetheless, support for special needs transportation is intended to 
supplement and not replace any public transportation services available. 
 
Regarding the nine services listed as outreach and training, the advantage of pier 
support provided by qualified volunteers is fundamental to this bill. Think of it as blind 
people helping other blind people. Who could be more motivated to help others than 
those of us who have had the advantages which come from excellent training and 
services? We are the aloha state. When this bill is passed blind people will have the 
opportunity to reach out and teach other blind people; expressing the aloha spirit with 
our piers on the neighbor islands. Please help us to use our skills in service to the state 
and to our fellow blind people in need within our state. 
 
Mr. chairman, Mr. vice chair, and committee members, enactment of HB1945 will truly 
be a "win, win," proposition for the people of our state. The need on the neighbor 
islands is known and acknowledged. Building on the strength of services provided by 
the state on Oahu, we can and should do better for our piers who live on our neighbor 
islands. Supplementation of existing services, not duplication, is needed. Smart use of 



qualified volunteers will give blind people the chance to serve others. This approach is 
consistent with our values. Mahalo for your support to move this bill forward into law. 
 



HB-1945 

Submitted on: 2/1/2022 1:34:11 PM 

Testimony for HHH on 2/3/2022 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Remote Testimony 

Requested 

Ann Lemke Individual Support Yes 

 

 

Comments:  

Dear Committee chair, vice chair and members,  I am writing to support this bill which will 

establish a pilot project to enhance services to blind people such as myself who live on neighbor 

islands. Our numbers are too small for there to be fullscale service offerings, yet without this 

training and assistance, many visually impaired and blind people will not be fully independent 

contributing members of our communities. 

  

I myself am retired and moved from Oahu to Kauai. Without services to help me orient to and 

become more mobile in my environment, I have had to find and train volunteers and use services 

provided by temporary short-term funding. If I didn't already have blindness independence skills 

and self-advocacy skills, I mmight find myself stranded at home with minimal interaction with 

friends and neighbors.  

Blind people from children through senior citizens benefit from a range of training and 

assessment that is only occasionally and minimally available. Building a network of peer-to-peer 

services will be one step in addressing these needs. 

  

I myself am prepared to do anything I can to support enhancing blindness servicees on neighbor 

islands 

 



Email: cylonone@aol.com; Mobile: (808) 291-1740 
 
Testimony of Donald Sakamoto before the Committee on Health, Human Services, and Homelessness 
(HHH) Hawaii State House of Representatives Thirty-First Legislature, Regular Session of 2022 February 
3, 2022, 9:00 AM, hearing on HB1945. 
 
 
Good morning Mr. chairman, Mr. vice chair, and committee members. I am Donald Sakamoto, in full 

support of HB1945. This bill will require the Department of Human Services to establish and implement 

a neighbor islands blind and visually impaired service pilot program to provide services and training for 

blind and visually impaired neighbor island residents, with funds to be appropriated for this 

purpose. Why is this bill needed, and why do I support it? Let me answer the second question first. I am 

a blind Oahu resident who has lived my life as a blind person for 38 years since the day I was diagnosed 

by my eye physician in 1984. As a result, I am speaking to you from firsthand experience. I have been so 

thankful every day to have received superior blindness related training, but I know and have known first 

hand of many of other blind people who have not had the same opportunity. Every day without quality 

training leads to missed opportunities and lost time which cannot be recouped. For many, I know that 

blindness seems to impose overwhelming barriers, but I also know that this need not be so. Blindness 

does not need to be a barrier to living a full and productive life. In fact, it is literally true that the impact 

of blindness on a person's life and livelihood can be reduced to nothing more than a burden. That has 

happened in my life, and it can happen in the lives of others if given the opportunity for blindness 

related training, including outreach and encouragement provided by other people who are blind. This 

bill finds there are approximately 12,000 people in our state who are blind or visually impaired; most of 

them on Oahu. About two thousand live on one of our neighbor islands. As a result, it is sensible that the 

most comprehensive and by far the best blindness related training services are available on Oahu, due 

to economies of scale. We are so fortunate in Hawaii to have such high-quality training for the blind 

provided by our state program called Ho'opono, and its New Visions training center under the 

Department of Human Services in which I am a 2011 graduate of. I hope you will take the opportunity 

sometime soon to visit this program. Of course, it is true that neighbor island residents may receive 

training at Ho'opono however, this often requires a period between 6 to 8 months and sometimes 

more, leaving home and moving to Oahu, at least during the time of training. This is great for those who 

can do it however, expecting people to be uprooted from their families and home environments should 

not be their only option. SB2437 says we can do better. At its core this bill acknowledges the need for a 

supplemental  services program for blind and visually impaired people who are neighbor island 

residents. The services authorized would not replace training at Ho'opono it would be quite the 

opposite.  More than anything else, this bill would give neighbor island residents a pathway out of 

isolation. This bill means hope for better opportunities to enable blind and visually impaired people to 

improve their lives. The bill includes a detailed list of services described as pier-to-pier outreach, sight 

loss adjustment, peer counseling support, and mobility training. In fact, the advantage of peer support 

provided by qualified volunteers is essential to this bill. Think of it as blind people helping other blind 

people. Who could be more motivated to help others than those of us who have had the advantage of 

excellent training and services? We are the aloha state. When this bill is passed blind people will have 

the opportunity to reach out and teach other blind people, expressing the aloha spirit with our peers on 

the neighbor islands. Please help us to use our skills in service to the state and to our fellow blind people 

in need within our state. Mahalo and for your support in moving this bill forward!  

mailto:cylonone@aol.com


Brandon G. Young 

 

Testimony of Brandon Young before the Committee on Health, Human Services, and Homelessness (HHH) 
Hawaii State House of Representatives 
Thirty-First Legislature, Regular Session of 2022 
February 3, 2022, 9:00 AM, hearing on HB1945 
 
Good morning Mr. chairman, Mr. vice chair, and committee members,  

I am Brandon Young, fully supporting HB1945. This bill will require the Department of Human Services to 

establish and implement a neighbor islands blind and visually impaired service pilot program to provide services and training for 

blind and visually impaired neighbor island residents, with funds to be appropriated for this purpose.  
 

Why is this bill needed, and why do I support it? Let me answer the second question first. I am blind and have lived a full life as a 

blind person for 37 years since the day I was born in 1984. Consequently, I am speaking to you from firsthand experience. I have 

been blessed every day to have received superior blindness related training, but I know and have known thousands of other blind 

people who have not had the same opportunity. My heart goes out to them. Every day without good training leads to missed 

opportunities and lost time which cannot be recovered. For many, I know that blindness seems to impose insurmountable 

barriers, but I also know that this need not be so. Blindness need not be a barrier to living a full and productive life. In fact, it is 

literally true that the impact of blindness on a person's life and livelihood can be reduced to nothing more than a mere nuisance. 

That has happened in my life, and it can happen in the lives of others if given the opportunity for blindness related  training, 

including outreach and encouragement provided by other people who are blind. 

 

This bill finds there are approximately 12 thousand people in our state who are blind or visually impaired; most live on Oahu. 

About two thousand live somewhere on our neighbor islands. As a result, it is logical that the most comprehensive and by far the 

best blindness related training services are available on Oahu, due to economies of scale. We are fortunate in Hawaii to have high 

quality training for the blind provided by our state program called Ho'opono, and its New Visions training center under the 

Department of Human Services. I hope you will take the opportunity some time soon to visit this program. 

 

Of course it is true that neighbor island residents may receive training at Ho'opono, but this often requires a period of from 6 to 8 

months and some times more, leaving home, for example on the big island, and moving to Oahu, at least during the time of 

training. This is great for those who can do it, but expecting people to be uprooted from their families and home environments 

should not be their only option. SB2437 says we can do better. 

 

At its core this bill acknowledges the need fora supplemental  services program for blind and visually impaired people who are 

neighbor island residents. The services authorized would not replace training at Ho'opono; quite the opposite.  More than 

anything else, this bill would give neighbor island residents a pathway out of isolation. This bill means hope for better 

opportunities to enable blind and visually impaired people to improve their lives. 

 

The bill includes  a detailed list of services described as pier to pier outreach, sight loss adjustment, pier counseling support, and 

mobility training.  Nine specific services are authorized as follows: 

(1) Outreach efforts to identify individual and program needs;  

(2) Coordination with existing programs to ensure that existing services are identified and used to the maximum extent possible;  

(3) Adjustment services, including individual and group counseling;  

(4) Access to and training to use telecommunications services to receive current news, weather alerts, and other vital public 

information;  

(5) Awareness development and training for use of computers, smart phones, and other communications devices;  



(6) Daily living, self-care, and home management skills;  

(7) Orientation and mobility training;  

(8) Advocacy training and assistance to secure needed benefits, services, and individual rights; and  

(9) Other services, including peer support needed for program participants to sustain independence and social integration.  

 

Support for transportation, referred to as "special needs transportation," would also be provided. This section recognizes the 

serious limitations faced by blind and visually impaired people who are unable to drive but live in areas where having access to 

and use of a vehicle is a necessity since public transportation is infrequent or often not available at all. nonetheless, support for 

special needs transportation is intended to supplement and not replace any public transportation services available. 

 

Regarding the nine services listed  as outreach and training, the advantage of pier support provided by qualified volunteers is 

fundamental to this bill. Think of it as blind people helping other blind people. Who could be more motivated to help others than 

those of us who have had the advantages which come from  excellent training and services? We are the aloha state. When this bill 

is passed blind people will have the opportunity to reach out and teach other blind people; expressing the aloha spirit with our 

piers on the neighbor islands. Please help us to use our skills in service to the state and to our fellow blind people in need within 

our state. 

 

Madam chair, Mr. vice chair, and committee members, enactment of SB2437 will truly be a "win, win," proposition for the 

people of our state. The need on the neighbor islands is known and acknowledged. Building on the strength of services provided 

by the state on Oahu, we can and should do better for our piers who live on our neighbor islands. Supplementation of existing 

services, not duplication, is needed. Smart use of qualified volunteers will give blind people the chance to serve others. This 

approach is consistent with our values. Mahalo for your support to move this bill forward into law 

 



Testimony of Deb Braiman before the Committee on Health, Human Services, and 
Homelessness (HHH) 
Hawaii State House of Representatives 
Thirty-First Legislature, Regular Session of 2022 
February 3, 2022, 9:00 AM, hearing on HB1945 
 
Good morning Mr. chairman, Mr. vice chair, and committee members. I am Deb 
Braiman, fully supporting HB1945.  
 

This bill will require the Department of Human Services to establish and implement a neighbor 

islands blind and visually impaired service pilot program to provide services and training for 

blind and visually impaired neighbor island residents, with funds to be appropriated for this 

purpose.  

 

Why is this bill needed, and why do I support it? Let me answer the second question first. I am 

blind and have lived a full life as a blind person for 75 years since the day I was born in 1946. 

Consequently, I am speaking to you from firsthand experience. I have been blessed every day to 

have received superior blindness related training, but I know and have known thousands of other 

blind people who have not had the same opportunity. My heart goes out to them. Every day 

without good training leads to missed opportunities and lost time which cannot be recovered. For 

many, I know that blindness seems to impose insurmountable barriers, but I also know that this 

need not be so. Blindness need not be a barrier to living a full and productive life. In fact, it is 

literally true that the impact of blindness on a person's life and livelihood can be reduced to 

nothing more than a mere nuisance. That has happened in my life, and it can happen in the lives 

of others if given the opportunity for blindness related  training, including outreach and 

encouragement provided by other people who are blind. 

 

This bill finds there are approximately 12 thousand people in our state who are blind or visually 

impaired; most live on Oahu. About two thousand live somewhere on our neighbor islands. As a 

result, it is logical that the most comprehensive and by far the best blindness related training 

services are available on Oahu, due to economies of scale. We are fortunate in Hawaii to have 

high quality training for the blind provided by our state program called Ho'opono, and its New 

Visions training center under the Department of Human Services. I hope you will take the 

opportunity some time soon to visit this program. 

 

Of course it is true that neighbor island residents may receive training at Ho'opono, but this often 

requires a period of from 6 to 8 months and some times more, leaving home, for example on the 

big island, and moving to Oahu, at least during the time of training. This is great for those who 

can do it, but expecting people to be uprooted from their families and home environments should 

not be their only option.  HB1945 says we can do better. 

 

At its core this bill acknowledges the need fora supplemental  services program for blind and 

visually impaired people who are neighbor island residents. The services authorized would not 

replace training at Ho'opono; quite the opposite.  More than anything else, this bill would give 

neighbor island residents a pathway out of isolation. This bill means hope for better opportunities 

to enable blind and visually impaired people to improve their lives. 



 

Regarding the nine services listed  as outreach and training, the advantage of pier support 

provided by qualified volunteers is fundamental to this bill. Think of it as blind people helping 

other blind people. Who could be more motivated to help others than those of us who have had 

the advantages which come from  excellent training and services? We are the aloha state. When 

this bill is passed blind people will have the opportunity to reach out and teach other blind 

people; expressing the aloha spirit with our piers on the neighbor islands. Please help us to use 

our skills in service to the state and to our fellow blind people in need within our state. 

 

Mr. chairman, Mr. vice chair, and committee members, enactment of HB1945 will truly be a 

"win, win," proposition for the people of our state. The need on the neighbor islands is known 

and acknowledged. Building on the strength of services provided by the state on Oahu, we can 

and should do better for our piers who live on our neighbor islands. Supplementation of existing 

services, not duplication, is needed. Smart use of qualified volunteers will give blind people the 

chance to serve others. This approach is consistent with our values. Mahalo for your support to 

move this bill forward into law. 



From: ALLAN HEGENT <alanidragon@icloud.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, February 1, 2022 6:37:13 PM 
To: Rep. Ryan Yamane <repyamane@capitol.hawaii.gov> 
Subject: Allan testimony HB1945  
  
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments 
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 
 
Dear representative Mr. Yamane 
 
My name is Allan Hegent  I am born and raised  on the big island I am 38 years old and I’m here writing a 
testimony and I have high hopes for you and the committee pass this bill HB1945 i’m all for the Bill, I am 
blind I have been blind since 14 years old and I am an active student in New visions Center that is called 
Hoopno . To make a long story short I believe this bill is very important beneficial for the ones who is not 
able to Leave Home and making tough decisions being away from their loved ones for about 9 to 12 
months of training to go on the island Oahu’s.  There is quite a lot of blind folks in the blind community 
chest in Hilo and Puna side Who is not able to make a large sacrifice being away from the family for that 
amount of months for one whole year living on Oahu. 
 
For quite some years I’ve been waiting for such training like this to happen I ask around they weren’t 
available at that time so, I am forced to leave my home to improve my life and give me a peace of mind 
and skills and knowledge and beyond that as well. I don’t want to write a long testimony to show how 
much I want this bill to be passed, I’m writing a short and very brief message how much does bill means 
a lot to me, But also this bill would change their lives a lot for the ones who live in my community and 
other sorts of places on my island thank you so much sincerely Allan Hegent 
 
 
For any questions or whatever my telephone number is 808-960-6859 
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EOA’s Position:  The Executive Office on Aging (EOA), an attached agency to the Department 1 

of Health, is providing comments on HB 1945 Relating to The Neighbor Islands Blind and 2 

Visually Impaired Service Pilot Program.  3 

Fiscal Implications:   This measure appropriates funds for the neighbor island blind and visually 4 

impaired service pilot program until 2025. 5 

Purpose and Justification: The purpose of this bill is to establish a neighbor island blind and 6 

visually impaired service pilot program that provides training and other services to our hidden 7 

blind or visually impaired individuals living on the neighbor islands. It also requires the 8 

Department of Human Services to report to the 2025 Legislative session.  9 

EOA’s Long-Term Care Disabilities Specialist, Mr. Philip Ana stated that his job to take calls 10 

from the community statewide, answer questions, provide resources, and offer technical 11 

assistance as needed.   12 

DAVID Y. IGE 
GOVERNOR OF HAWAII 

 
 
 

ELIZABETH A. CHAR, M.D. 
DIRECTOR OF HEALTH 

 
 
 
 
 
 

           CAROLINE CADIRAO 
        DIRECTOR 

 
      Telephone 

       (808) 586-0100 

 
     Fax 

      (808) 586-0185 
 

hhhtestimony
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 



HB1945 
 

2 
 

When he is able to make the connection, he can hear the joy of the caller on the other side of the 1 

line.  The person is relieved and grateful that help is on the way.   2 

Mr. Ana strongly believes this is what this proposal is all about.  Yesterday he had the 3 

opportunity to listen to all of the testimony for SB 2437 (similar bill to HB 1945) and the essence 4 

of the testimonies spoke loud and clear. There is a strong desire to support other blind 5 

individuals, like Mr. Ana, who do not have the same opportunities as those living on Oahu.   6 

Is there hidden blind in our community?  Mr. Ana says yes there is, especially on the neighbor 7 

islands, where services are limited. 8 

Recommendation: EOA supports the intent of this measure provided that its enactment does not 9 

reduce or replace priorities with the Administration’s budget request.   10 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.  11 



Testimony of Virgil Stinnett before the Committee on Health, Human Services, and 
Homelessness (HHH) 
Hawaii State House of Representatives 
Thirty-First Legislature, Regular Session of 2022 
February 3, 2022, 9:00 AM, hearing on HB1945  
 
Good morning Chair, and committee members. My name is Virgil Stinnett, elected state 
president of the National Federation of the Blind of Hawai'i and  I  am in  strong 
support of HB1945.  
 
This bill will require the Department of Human Services to establish and implement a 
neighbor islands blind and visually impaired service pilot program to provide services 
and training for blind and visually impaired neighbor island residents, with funds to be 
appropriated for this purpose.  
 
I am blind and have lived a full life as a blind person since 1996 at the age of 26.  I am 
speaking to you from firsthand experience. I did not initially receive good training, yet 
had excellent blind mentors, members of the  National Federation of the Blind, until I 
finally attended a training center with excellent blindness skills and attitude training in 
2006. Without the mentorship of other blind individuals and superior training at a 
qualified center, my life would not be as blessed and full as it has become. I am a 
Hawai'i based entrepreneur serving our Department of Defense for over 16 years. This 
would not be so without the opportunity and mentoring given to me early on when i 
became blind. I am committed to ensuring this is an opportunity for other blind and low 
vision individuals in our state. 
 
This bill gives this opportunity to the over 2000 individuals on our neighbor islands who 
are blind. We are fortunate in Hawaii to have high quality training for the blind provided 
by our state program called Ho'opono, and its New Visions training center under the 
Department of Human Services. Neighbor island residents may receive training at 
Ho'opono, but this often requires a period of 9 months and some times more, leaving 
home, for example from the big island, and moving to Oahu, at least during the time of 
training. This is great for those who can do it, but expecting people to be uprooted 
from their families and home environments should not be their only option. HB1945 
gives us the option to do better by working together with our DHS Ho'opono services, 
supplementing, not duplicating blind services. 
 
We have to remember that not all blind adults qualify for the Ho’opono services.  In 
order to be a part of Ho’opono’s training program you would have  to want to get back 
to work.  For most blind folks, they just want to be independent.  This pilot program 
would allow that to happen. We also have to remember that when a person becomes 
blind. They do not really know what steps and resources are available to them to 
take.  Freedom to get around by oneself is a great start to the road to independence. 
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With the passing of this bill, blind people will have the opportunity to reach out and 
teach other blind people; expressing the aloha spirit with our piers on the neighbor 
islands. Please help us to use our skills in service to the state and to our fellow blind 
people in need within our state. 
 
Building on the strength of services provided by the state on Oahu, we can and should 
do better for our peers who live on our neighbor islands. Supplementation of existing 
services, not duplication, is needed. Smart use of qualified volunteers will give blind 
people the chance to serve others. This approach is consistent with our values.  
 
Mahalo and Aloha for your support to move this bill forward into law 



Testimony of Katie Keim before the Committee on Health, Human Services, and 
Homelessness (HHH) 
Hawaii State House of Representatives 
Thirty-First Legislature, Regular Session of 2022 
February 3, 2022, 9:00 AM, hearing on HB1945 
Good morning Chair, and committee members. My name is Katie Keim, an elected 
leader and member of the National Federation of the Blind of Hawai'i. I am in full 
support of HB1945.  
 
This bill will require the Department of Human Services to establish and implement a 
neighbor islands blind and visually impaired service pilot program to provide services 
and training for blind and visually impaired neighbor island residents, with funds to be 
appropriated for this purpose.  
 
I am blind and have had the opportunity to live a full life as a blind person 26 of my 62 
years of life. I am speaking to you from firsthand experience as a Hawai'i blind career 
woman, who never thought I would work again, yet with exceptional opportunity and 
training, only lost 2 years of employment due to my blindness at the age of 36. 
 
Personally  I have been blessed to have received superior blindness related training, 
but know and have known so many others who have not had the same opportunity. 
Anytime without excellent blindness skills and attitude mentoring and training, is lost 
time that cannot ever be recovered for the many I know and have known. Long distance 
mentoring helps but does not replace first hand training. Blindness need not be a barrier 
to living a full and productive life. I am an example of what excellent training and 
opportunity can mean, that the impact of blindness on a person's life and livelihood can 
be reduced to nothing more than a mere nuisance. It is my hope it will be the 
experience of other blind people in Hawai'i. 
 
It is true that neighbor island residents may receive training on Oahu at the state 
blindness training center, Ho'opono, but this often requires a period of time from 6 to 9 
months and sometimes longer. It requires they leave home, and a move to Oahu, at 
least during the time of training. I support this if an individual can do it, but expecting 
people to be uprooted from their families and home environments should not be their 
only option. HB1945 gives blind people the opportunity to do better  by acknowledging 
the need for a supplemental  services program on our neighbor islands. The services 
authorized would not replace training from our DHS training center, Ho'opono; quite the 
opposite.  More than anything else, this bill would give neighbor island residents actual 
tangible tools and hope for a way out of isolation. 
 
There are 9 core blindness skills listed in the bill.  Regarding the service listed  as 
outreach and training, the advantage of pier support provided by qualified volunteers is 
fundamental to this bill.  Early in my own blindness, it was the mentoring I gained from 
blind people helping other blind people, that was very instrumental in my own transition 
from a fully sighted individual to one who is now blind. I have taken what was given to 
me and mentored forward, always  working for the best opportunity for others.  
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The enactment of HB1945 building on the strength of services provided by the state on 
Oahu, supplementation of existing services, not duplication, is needed. Smart use of 
qualified volunteers will give the chance to serve blind people on our neighbor islands. 
This approach is consistent with our philosophy and values.  
 
Mahalo for your support to move this bill forward into law 



Testimony of Hoku Burrows before the Committee on Health, Human Services, and 
Homelessness (HHH) 
Hawaii State House of Representatives 
Thirty-First Legislature, Regular Session of 2022 
February 3, 2022, 9:00 AM, hearing on HB1945 
 Good morning Chair, and committee members. My name is Hoku Burrows, a member 
of the National Federation of the Blind of Hawai'i. I  am in  strong support of HB1945.  
 
This bill will require the Department of Human Services to establish and implement a 
neighbor islands blind and visually impaired service pilot program to provide services 
and training for blind and visually impaired neighbor island residents, with funds to be 
appropriated for this purpose.  
 
Speaking to you from firsthand experience. Growing up on the island of Molokai, I did 
not initially receive good training, and had to relocate At a young age as my disability 
was diagnosed with no resources available to us on Molokai, it forced me to move to 
Oahu away from my family while in my early twenties. My sister was not so fortunate, 
needing other kinds of disability services, moving away from family as a young teenager 
to Honolulu. 
 
When I finally met blind mentors, members of the  National Federation of the Blind,  it 
was the turning point in my independence, self-advocacy and confidence as a blind 
woman. Without the mentorship of other blind people, I would not be where I am 
today, able to care for myself and participate fully in life and my community giving 
back. 
  
This bill gives this opportunity to the over 2000 individuals on our neighbor islands who 
are blind. We are fortunate in Hawaii to have high quality training for the blind provided 
by our state program called Ho'opono, and its New Visions training center under the 
Department of Human Services. Neighbor island residents may receive training at 
Ho'opono, but this often requires a period of 9 months and some times more, leaving 
home, for example from the big island, and moving to Oahu, at least during the time of 
training. This is great for those who can do it, but expecting people to be uprooted 
from their families and home environments should not be their only option. SB2437 
gives us the option to do better by working together with our DHS Ho'opono services, 
supplementing, not duplicating blind services. 
 
In my case, other health issues were of more concern and kept me from being part of a 
good blindness training center.  My independence and ability to live a full life, has come 
from strong blind mentors and this pilot program as described in HB1945 will give that 
to many others. 
 
With the passing of this bill, blind people will have the opportunity to reach out and 
teach other blind people; expressing the aloha spirit with our piers on the neighbor 
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islands. Please help us to use our skills in service to the state and to our fellow blind 
people in need within our state. 
 
Mahalo for your support in passing this bill into law. 
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