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February 8, 2022

The Honorable Richard Onishi, Chair
Committee on Labor and Tourism
House of Representatives

State Capitol, Room 438

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Onishi:
Subject: House Bill (HB) 1943 Relating to Fire Safety

| am Steven Goble, Chair of the Hawaii State Fire Council (SFC). The SFC supports HB 1943,
which establishes a fire safety working group to determine if a full-time state fire marshal's office
would be more effective than the existing state fire council in planning, executing, and promoting
fire safety-related programs and topics in the State. It also requires the working group to submit
a report to the legislature prior to the regular session of 2023.

HB 1943 documents many of the challenges the SFC has in its current form with its limited
budget and staffing. Admittedly, many of duties and responsibilities normally performed by a
typical State Fire Marshal’s office in the other 49 states across the US are presently
accomplished by the four county fire departments in Hawaii. For example, there is no capability
for data collection and analysis as specified in Hawaii Revised Statutes §132-18 with existing
SFC staff.

The SFC supports the examination of its current processes, its effectiveness, and the
recommendations as HB 1943 will allow.

Should you have questions, please contact SFC Administrative Specialist Gary Lum
at 723-7169 or glum@honolulu.gov.

Sincerely,

STEVEN GOBLE
Chair

Equal Opportunity Employer/Program
Auxiliary aids and services are available upon request to individuals with disabilities.
TDD/TTY Dial 711 then ask for (808) 586-8866
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February 8, 2022

The Honorable Richard Onishi, Chair
Committee on Labor and Tourism
House of Representatives

State Capitol, Room 438

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Onishi:
Subject: House Bill (HB) 1943 Relating to Fire Safety

My name is Sheldon K. Hao, Fire Chief of the Honolulu Fire Department (HFD). The HFD
supports HB 1943, which establishes a fire safety working group to determine if a full-time
State Fire Marshal's office would be more effective than the existing State Fire Council
(SFC) in planning, executing, and promoting fire safety-related programs and topics in the
state. It also requires the working group to submit a report to the legislature prior to the
regular session of 2023.

HB 1943 documents many of the challenges encountered by the SFC in its current form and
with its limited budget and staffing. Admittedly, many of the duties and responsibilities
normally performed by a typical State Fire Marshal’s office in the other 49 states across the
U.S. are presently accomplished by the four county fire departments in Hawaii. For
example, there is no capability for data collection and analysis as specified in Hawaii
Revised Statutes §132-18 with existing SFC staff.

The HFD supports examination of the SFC’s current processes, its effectiveness, and
recommendations, as allowed by HB 1943, and encourage your committee’s passage of
HB 1943

Should you have questions, please contact Administrative Specialist Gary Lum at
808-723-7169 or glum@honolulu.gov.

Sincerely,

X £ G

SHELDON K. HAO
Fire Chief
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February 8, 2022

The Honorable Richard Onishi, Chair
Committee on Labor and Tourism
House of Representatives

State Capitol, Room 438

Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96813

Dear Chair Onishi:
Subject: House Bill (HB) 1943 Relating to Fire Safety

I am Kazuo S. K. L. Todd, Fire Chief of the Hawai‘i Fire Department. | support HB 1943, which
establishes a fire safety working group to determine if a full-time state fire marshal's office would be
more effective than the existing state fire council in planning, executing, and promoting fire safety-related
programs and topics in the State. It also requires the working group to submit a report to the legislature
prior to the regular session of 2023.

HB 1943 documents many of the challenges the SFC has in its current form with its limited budget and
staffing. Admittedly, many of duties and responsibilities normally performed by a typical State Fire
Marshal’s office in the other 49 states across the US are presently accomplished by the four county fire
departments in Hawaii. For example, there is no capability for data collection and analysis as specified in
Hawaii Revised Statutes §132-18 with existing SFC staff.

| support the examination of its current processes, its effectiveness, and the recommendations as HB 1943
will allow.

Should you have questions, please contact me at 808-932-2903 or kazuo.todd.@hawaiicounty.gov.

Sincerely,

Hawai‘i Fire Department
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February 9, 2022

The Honorable Richard Onishi, Chair
Committee on Labor and Tourism
House of Representatives

State Capitol, Room 438

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Onishi:
SUBJECT: HOUSE BILL (HB) 1943 RELATING TO FIRE SAFETY

I am Bradford Ventura, member of the Hawaii State Fire Council (SFC) and Fire Chief of Maui
Fire Department (MFD). The SFC supports HB 1943, which establishes a fire safety working group to
determine if a full-time state fire marshal's office would be more effective than the existing state fire
council in planning, executing, and promoting fire safety-related programs and topics in the State. It also
requires the working group to submit a report to the legislature prior to the regular session of 2023.

HB 1943 documents many of the challenges the SFC has in its current form with its limited budget
and staffing. Admittedly, many of duties and responsibilities normally performed by a typical State Fire
Marshal’s office in the other 49 states across the US are presently accomplished by the four county fire
departments in Hawaii. For example, there is no capability for data collection and analysis as specified in
Hawaii Revised Statutes §132-18 with existing SFC staff.

The SFC supports the examination of its current processes, its effectiveness, and the
recommendations as HB 1943 will allow.

If you have questions, please contact SFC Administrative Specialist Gary Lum at (808) 723-7169

or glum@honolulu.gov.
Since% : ,

BRADFORD K. VENTURA
Fire Chief
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February 10, 2022

Committee on Labor and Tourism

Testimony by
Hawaii Fire Fighters Association

H.B. No. 1943 RELATING TO FIRE SAFETY LAT, FIN

The Hawaii Fire Fighters Association (HFFA), Local 1463, IAFF, AFL-CIO, represents more
than 1,900 professional active-duty fire fighters throughout the State. The HFFA, on behalf of all of
our members, supports H.B. 1943 which establishes a fire safety working group to determine if a
full-time state fire marshal’s office would be more efficient and effective than the existing state fire
council structure.

As you know, in 1979, the legislature replaced the State Fire Marshal'’s office with the State
Fire Council making Hawaii the only state in the Nation without a fire marshal’s office. The
responsibilities of the State Fire Council (SFC) include facilitating the adoption of a state fire code,
administering the RIPC regulations and serving as the focal point for the applications and
administration of federal grant assistance. The SFC membership is composed of the fire chiefs
from the four counties but does not include the State of Hawaii Airports Fire Chief, the Hawaii Fire
Chiefs Association, and HFFA and the responsibilities of serving as a SFC member are additional to
their current operational duties of their county fire departments.

This report will identify the efficacy of the current SFC organizational structure in meeting
the statutory responsibilities and/or identify if a state fire marshal’s office would better serve the
community. The current SFC administrative staff could gather information and prepare the report
of recommendations based on a consensus of the stakeholders, including a representative from
State Airports Fire Fighting Division, Chief, the Hawaii Fire Chiefs and HFFA.

HFFA’s commitment to the safety and health of the fire service personnel is a priority and
the actions of the SFC has a direct impact on fire service personnel and the community. For that
reason, we support the study.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify and we appreciate your committee’s support of H.B.
No. 1943.
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