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The purpose of for the inclusion of activities that are excluded “development”
under Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRS) § 205A-22 is to streamline the special
management area (SMA) permitting procedures for those proposed actions that have
no adverse environmental impacts on the SMAs. As the lead agency of the Hawaii
Coastal Zone Management Program, the Office of Planning and Sustainable
Development respectfully offers the following amendments for consideration to the
proposed additions in HB 1655, to ensure that the proposed language complies with
the purposes of excluded “development” under HRS § 205A-22:

(7) Demolition or removal of structures, [ertmprovements;| except those
structures [ertmprevements] located on any historic site as designated in
national or state registers;

The term “improvements” is unclear at this time and therefore we suggest that the
language remain unamended.

(17) [Censtruetion,] Installation, maintenance, repair, and replacement of
public pedestrian and bicycle facilities including sidewalks, paths,
bikeways, crosswalks, stairs, ramps, signs, signals, and associated

improvements|. including the placements of barrters for the control of
vehiele-movement|;



Please note that placement of barriers for the control of vehicle movement (parking) without a
SMA permit in the vicinity of Laniakea Beach, Haleiwa, Oahu, resulted in a lawsuit.

(18) Trash removal [whieh-willresultin-ineidental sround-distarbanee| and invasive

vegetation removal or control, excluding the use of herbicides;

We recommend that items 18 and 19 be combined and suggest a technical amendment replacing
the word “pesticides” with “herbicides” as a control mechanism to utilized for invasive
vegetation.

(20) Installation of fencing for invasive species control or preservation of native habitat on
a conservation land, including associated improvements and incidental structures;

This proposed item (21) is covered by existing “(7) Demolition or removal of structures, except
those structures located on any historic site as designated in national or state registers.”

(22) Installation, maintenance, repair, and replacement of [existing] lighting, fixtures, and
equipment to establish compliance with current standards at existing public recreation

facilities;

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure.
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The Honorable David A. Tarnas, Chair
and Members of the Committee on Water & Land
Hawaii House of Representatives
Hawaii State Capitol
415 South Beretania Street
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Tarnas and Committee Members:

Subject: House Bill No. 1655
Relating to Special Management Areas

The Department of Planning and Permitting (DPP) supports House Bill No. 1655,
which would exempt certain types of activities from the definition of “development” that are
subject to Special Management Area (SMA) review and permitting. The DPP believes that
an additional exemption should be added to allow government agencies to construct,
maintain and repair, including the installation of security measures, to existing government
facilities located in the SMA.

Currently, work on existing government facilities located in the SMA is not excluded
as “development.” Based on the current law, the City and County of Honolulu, Board of
Water Supply (BWS) was required to obtain an SMA permit, which included the preparation
of an Environmental Assessment and a public hearing, to construct a security fence around
one of its existing pump stations. The security fencing was necessary to prevent ongoing
vandalism of the BWS facilities.

The additional time and funds required to secure an SMA permit for these much-
needed security measures to an existing facility for public health and safety are excessive
and counterproductive to the role of government agencies. We believe the proposed
amendment would not compromise the need to manage activities within the SMA in Hawaii.

Thank you for this opportunity to testify.

'

ean Uchida
Director
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BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON WATER & LAND
Tuesday, February 1, 2022, 8:30 A.M.
Videoconference / Conference Room 430

HB1655 RELATING TO SPECIAL MANAGEMENT AREAS

Representative David A. Tarnas, Chair
Representative Patrick Pihana Branco, Vice Chair
Honorable Members of the House Committee on Water & Land

Thank you for this opportunity to testify in SUPPORT of HB1655.

Please accept this testimony in support of HB1655, which adds to the list of actions that can be exempt
from having to obtain a Special Management Area (SMA) permit. These additional items include actions
that are typically conducted by government agencies and conservation organizations which, to date, have
had to obtain SMA permits for public benefit projects, such as constructing a sidewalk, adding a bike lane,
or controlling invasive vegetation.

By adding these actions to the list of exemptions in HRS 205A-22, the county planning departments will
still have to assess them to ensure that they will not have a “cumulative impact” or “significant
environmental or ecological effect” before determining that they are exempt. For the most part, the agencies
and organizations that conduct these activities know to implement project- and site-specific Best
Management Practices (BMPs) to ensure that there will not be detrimental impacts to the SMA or coastal
zone. HB1655 will make it easier for these public benefit projects to be implemented with BMPs.

Mabhalo for your consideration.
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TESTIMONY
OF
ROWENA M. DAGDAG-ANDAYA, DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
COUNTY OF MAUI

TO THE HOUSE COMMITTEE
ON
WATER & LAND
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 01, 2022, 8:30 A.M.

HOUSE BILL 1655
RELATING TO STORMWATER FEES

Honorable David A. Tarnas, Chair,
Honorable Patrick Pihana Branco, Vice Chair,
and Members of the WAL Committee

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony on HB 1655. The County of
Maui Department of Public Works SUPPORTS the proposed measure.

The bill seeks to exclude new pedestrian and bicycle facilities from the definition
of “development”. Every year, in the spirit of Act 54 (SLH 2009), the County undertakes
complete streets improvement to fill gaps in the existing pedestrian and bicycle facility
networks. Unfortunately, complete street improvements in the special management
areas are significant more costly and take longer to implement because of the effort
required to obtain special management area approvals. This proposed measure would
significantly reduce the County’s cost to construct these facilities and aid in expediting the
implementation of complete street improvements within our county rights-of-way.

Sincerely,
cn=Jordan Molina, Deputy Director,

. o=County of Maui, ou=Department of Public
Works,
email=jordan.k.molina@co.maui.hi.us, c=US
2022.01.31 16:59:32-10'00"

JORDAN MOLINA
Deputy Director of Public Works
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