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March 14, 2022 
 
 
 

The Honorable Rosalyn Baker, Chair 
Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
The State Senate 
State Capitol, Room 230  
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 
 
Dear Chair Baker: 
 
Subject: House Bill (HB) 1478, House Draft (HD) 2 Relating to Public Safety 
 
I am Steven Goble, Chair of the State Fire Council (SFC).  The SFC strongly supports HB 
1478, HD 2, which requires property owners of residential real property to disclose, as part 
of the mandatory seller disclosures in real estate transactions, whether the installed smoke 
alarm is in accordance with existing building or residential codes based on information 
provided by the State Fire Council.  It also requires the SFC to create and maintain an 
informational guide on approved smoke alarms that are in accordance with existing building 
or residential codes and post the guide on specified websites. 
 
Smoke alarms are a simple, low cost, and proven solution which saves lives in residential 
structures should a fire occur.  The currently adopted building code requires new or 
renovated homes to have smoke alarms in and outside of every bedroom and on every 
level.  Smoke alarms that are properly installed and maintained play a vital role in reducing 
fire deaths and injuries.  If there is a fire, smoke spreads quickly, and smoke alarms allow 
occupants time to escape.  Today’s smoke alarms are more technologically advanced to 
respond to a multitude of fire conditions and come with ten-year batteries. 
 
The SFC believes HB 1478, HD 2, will not add a substantial burden to the transaction 
process for residential real property.  The existing Seller’s Real Property Disclosure 
Statement from the Hawaii Association of Realtors is 6 pages and contains approximately 
100 items to check.  Furthermore, the estimated cost to add smoke alarms to a residential 
unit is $20 - $150; depending on size of residence, number of bedrooms, configuration, 
etc.  Some county fire departments offer free smoke alarms & installation upon request.  
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The SFC strongly recommends the committee’s support on the passage of HB 1478, HD 2.  
 
Should you have questions, please contact SFC Administrative Specialist Gary Lum at  
723-7169 or glum@honolulu.gov. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
STEVEN GOBLE  
Chair 

 
SG/GL 
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March 14, 2022

The Honorable Rosalyn Baker, Chair
Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection
The State Senate
State Capitol, Room 230
Honolulu, HI 96813

Dear Chair Baker:

SUBJECT: HOUSE BILL (HB) 1478, HOUSE DRAFT (HD) 2, RELATING TO PUBLIC
SAFETY

I am Bradford K. Ventura, member of the State Fire Council (SFC) and Fire Chief of the Maui
Fire Department (MFD). The SFC strongly supports HB 1478, HD 2, which requires property owners of
residential real property to disclose, as part of the mandatory seller disclosures in real estate transactions,
whether the installed smoke alann is in accordance with existing building or residential codes based on
information provided by the state fire council. It also requires the SFC to create and maintain an
informational guide on approved smoke alarms that are in accordance with existing building or residential
codes and post the guide on specified websites.

Smoke alarms are a simple, low cost, and proven solution which saves lives in residential structures
should a fire occur. The currently adopted building code requires new or renovated homes to have smoke
alarms in and outside of every bedroom and on every level. Smoke alarms that are properly installed and
maintained play a vital role in reducing fire deaths and injuries. If there is a fire, smoke spreads quickly,
and smoke alarms allow occupants time to escape. Today’s smoke alarms are more technologically
advanced to respond to a multitude of fire conditions and come with ten-year batteries.

The SFC believes HB 1478, HD 2, will not add a substantial burden to the transaction process for
residential real property. The existing Seller’s Real Property Disclosure Statement from the Hawaii
Association of Realtors is 6 pages and contains approximately 100 items to check. Furthermore, the
estimated cost to add smoke alarms to a residential unit is $20 - $150; depending on size of residence,
number of bedrooms, configuration, etc. Some county fire departments offer free smoke alarms &
installation upon request.
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The SFC strongly recommends the committee’s support on the passage of HB 1478, HD 2.

If you have questions, please contact SFC Administrative Specialist Gary Lum at (808) 723-7169
or glum@honolulu.gov.

Sincerely,

Z2/M
BRADFORD K. VENTURA
Fire Chief
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March 14, 2022

The Honorable Rosalyn Baker, Chair
Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection
The State Senate
State Capitol, Room 230
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Baker:

Subject: House Bill (HB) 1478, House Draft (HD) 2 Relating to Public Safety

My name is Sheldon K. Hao, Fire Chief of the Honolulu Fire Department (HFD). The HFD
supports HB 1478, HD 2, which requires property owners of residential real property to
disclose, as part of the mandatory seller disclosures in real estate transactions, whether
the installed smoke alarm is in accordance with existing building or residential codes
based on information provided by the State Fire Council (SFC). It also requires the SFC
to create and maintain an informational guide on approved smoke alarms that are in
accordance with existing building or residential codes and post the guide on specified
websites.

Smoke alarms are a simple, low cost, and proven solution that saves lives in residential
structures should a fire occur. The currently adopted building code requires new or
renovated homes to have smoke alarms in and outside of every bedroom and on every
level. Smoke alarms that are properly installed and maintained play a vital role in reducing
fire deaths and injuries. If there is a fire, smoke spreads quickly, and smoke alarms allow
occupants time to escape. Today’s smoke alarms are more technologically advanced to
respond to a multitude of fire conditions and come with ten-year batteries.

The HFD believes HB 1478, HD 2, will not add a substantial burden to the transaction
process for residential real property. The existing Seller's Real Property Disclosure
Statement from the Hawaii Association of Realtors is 6 pages and contains approximately
100 items to check. Furthermore, the estimated cost to add smoke alarms to a residential
unit is $20-$150, depending on the size of the residence, number of bedrooms,
configuration, etc. Some county fire departments offer free smoke alarms and installation
upon request.
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The HFD strongly recommends the committee’s support on the passage of HB 1478, HD 2

Should you have questions, please contact Administrative Specialist Gary Lum at
808-723-7169 or g|um@honolulu.gov.

/‘
Sin erely,

\ $2

for SHELDON K. HAO
Fire Chief

SKH/GL:cn
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Richard Emery Testifying for Associa Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Associa supports fire safety but has concerns with this Bill.  Buildings are built under various 

building codes.  Fire alarm systems have changed over the years where in older buildings the 

alarms are not connected to a central monitoring station where current code requires this 

connection.  Often battery alarms are installed.  This Bill is vague, unenforceable, and 

unnecessary as written. 

 



 

 
March 14, 2022 
 
VIA WEB TRANSMITTAL  
 
Hearing Date: Wednesday, March 16, 2022 
Time: 10:00 a.m. 
Place: Conference Room 229 
 
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair 
Senator Stanley Ching, Vice-Chair 
Senate Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
 
 

Re:   Hawaii Chapter, Community Associations Institute’s  
        Comments regarding HB 1478, HD 2 

 
Dear Chair Baker, Vice-Chair Ching and Committee members: 
 
I am the Chair of the Legislative Action Committee of the Community Associations 
Institute, Hawaii Chapter (“CAI-LAC”).  We represent the condominium and community 
association industry and submit comments regarding HB 1478, HD 2. 
 
CAI-LAC believes that informing buyers as to whether the installed smoke alarms, if 
any, in the residential real property is in accordance with existing state or county 
building or residential codes based upon information provided by the state fire council is 
a good thing.  The information merely serves to inform buyers as to the safety aspects 
of their potential purchase and may increase the likelihood that smoke alarms will be 
updated prior to a sale and purchase.   
 
I actually witnessed a house burn down this past Friday night and know that it was the 
smoke alarms that alerted the occupants to the fire and the need to immediately 
evacuate.  It was gut-wrenching to watch how fast the fire consumed that home.  Smoke 
alarms save lives.  Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
Sincerely yours,  

 
/s/ R. Laree McGuire 
R Laree McGuire 
CAI LAC Hawaii 
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