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RELATING TO INVASIVE SPECIES 
 
 The Department of Budget and Finance (B&F) offers comments on this bill. 

 House Bill No. 1179, H.D. 1:  establishes a pilot program within the Aina Mauna 

Legacy Program of the Department of Hawaiian Home Lands (DHHL) to remove and 

harvest gorse from Mauna Kea and develop it as a marketable product to expand 

economic opportunities for native Hawaiians; requires DHHL to submit reports to the 

Legislature; and appropriates an unspecified amount of general funds for FY 23 for the 

pilot program. 

 B&F notes that, with respect to the general fund appropriation in this bill, the 

federal Coronavirus Response and Relief Supplemental Appropriations Act requires that 

states receiving Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief (ESSER) II funds 

and Governor’s Emergency Education Relief II funds must maintain state support for: 

• Elementary and secondary education in FY 22 at least at the proportional level of the 

state’s support for elementary and secondary education relative to the state’s overall 

spending, averaged over FYs 17, 18 and 19; and 
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• Higher education in FY 22 at least at the proportional level of the state’s support for 

higher education relative to the state’s overall spending, averaged over FYs 17, 18 

and 19. 

Further, the federal American Rescue Plan (ARP) Act requires that states receiving 

ARP ESSER funds must maintain state support for: 

• Elementary and secondary education in FY 22 and FY 23 at least at the proportional 

level of the state’s support for elementary and secondary education relative to the 

state’s overall spending, averaged over FYs 17, 18 and 19; and 

• Higher education in FY 22 and FY 23 at least at the proportional level of the state’s 

support for higher education relative to the state’s overall spending, averaged over 

FYs 17, 18 and 19. 

 The U.S. Department of Education has issued rules governing how these 

maintenance of effort (MOE) requirements are to be administered.  B&F will be working 

with the money committees of the Legislature to ensure that the State of Hawai‘i 

complies with these ESSER MOE requirements. 

 Thank you for your consideration of our comments. 
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House Bill 1179 HD1 establishes a pilot program within the Aina Mauna legacy program of the department of Hawaiian 

home lands (DHHL) to remove and harvest gorse from Mauna Kea and develop it as a marketable product to expand 

economic opportunities for native Hawaiians. It requires reports to the legislature and appropriates funds with a sunset 

date of June 20, 2025. 

 

Prior to the Aina Mauna legacy program of the DHHL when most of the lands now in Hawaiian home lands jurisdiction 

was part of the Parker Ranch, the gorse was introduced to Hawaii as a living cattleguard from Scotland.  The lands were 

conducive to this invasive plant and flourished.  With no natural enemy, the gorse has proven almost impossible to 

eradicate. 

 

Aha Moku participants, many who are Hawaiian Homes beneficiaries have found, much to their dismay, invasive species 

are multiplying on Hawaii, Maui, Oahu, Kauai, and Moloka’i.  This is particularly menacing on Hawaii Island.  

 

House Bill 1179 HD1 provides the means for DHHL to begin the extermination of the invasive species.  The bonus to this 

is that it can provide economic opportunities for native Hawaiians. 

 

We SUPPORT the passage of House Bill 1179 HD1 and ask that this measure be adopted.   We are grateful for the 

opportunity to testify on this measure. 

 

Leimana DaMate, Luna Alaka’i/Executive Director Rocky Kaluhiwa, Kahu Nui O Kakuhihewa 

Hawaii State Aha Moku     Hawaii State Aha Moku 

808-640-1214      808-286-7955 

Leimana.k.damate@hawaii.gov    rockykaluhiwa1122@gmail.com 
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HAWAI‘I FOREST INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION (HFIA)
P. O. Box 66❖ ‘O‘ōkala, HI 96774
Phone: 808-933-9411
Email: hfia@hawaiiforest.org
Website: www.hawaiiforest.org

Date: 3/18/22

TO: AEN Chair Mike Gabbard, AEN Vice Chair Clarence K. Nishihara, HWN Chair Maile L. Shimabukuro,
HWN Vice Chair Jarrett Keohokalole, AEN & HWN Senators Laura Acasio, Kurt Fevella, AEN Senator Karl
Rhoads and HWN Senator Les Ihara Jr.

FROM: Hawai‘i Forest Industry Association (HFIA)

SUBJECT: Testimony in Support of HB1179 HD1 Relating to Invasive Species

Dear Senators,

On behalf of the Directors of the Hawai’i Forest Industry Association (HFIA), this testimony is in
support of HB1179 HD1.

HFIA recognizes the environmental and economic threat that is the invasive species Ulex europaeus,
commonly known as Gorse. While the plant may have been brought here with good intentions, its
aggressive behavior and resilient seed bank have exemplified the havoc it can wreak on our native
forests as well as our grasslands/pasturelands. Funding a pilot program within the Aina Mauna legacy
program of the department of Hawaiian home lands to remove and harvest gorse from Mauna Kea and
develop it as a marketable product is exactly the type of reactive action we need at this time. Our
window to be proactive in regards to Gorse on Mauna Kea has closed, however if we can establish
methods to harvest Gorse from Mauna Kea, and uses for it, we can hypothetically apply such methods
to managing Gorse on other islands as well.

Utilizing Gorse to create marketable products and develop a unique economic niche has been done in
other parts of the world to which the species is not native, so why not here? If given the opportunity
Gorse could go from being a problematic invasive species, eating up space on our mauna and
outcompeting native species, to being a resource, bringing new economic opportunity to the Hawaiian
people and the larger economy, all while doing right by our native forests.

We hope that you will support this measure.

Mahalo,

Don Bryan, President
Hawai'i Forest Industry Association

Established in 1989, HFIA’s is a nonprofit organization founded by people committed to sustainable forest management.
HFIA’s mission is to promote healthy and productive forests and a sustainable forest industry through management,

education, planning, information exchange, and advocacy. HFIA has over 100 members including woodworkers, landowners,
sawyers, foundations, foresters, growers, educators, environmentalists, architects, millers, ranchers, and others interested in

HFIA’s mission and goals.

HFIA Board of Directors
Officers: President Don Bryan, Vice-President Guy Cellier, Secretary Peter D. Simmons, Treasurer Wade Lee Directors:
Thomas Calhoun, Jeremy Campbell, Aaron Hammer, Nickolas Koch, Tai Lake, Gilles Lebbe, Michael Sowards, Irene

Sprecher, Michael Tam, Jorma Winkler, Ron Wolfe, Aileen Yeh

mailto:hfia@hawaiiforest.org
http://www.hawaiiforest.org/


HB-1179-HD-1 

Submitted on: 3/16/2022 1:49:32 PM 

Testimony for HWN on 3/21/2022 1:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Camile Cleveland Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I strongly support this bill. Mahalo for the opportunity to testify  

 



HB-1179-HD-1 

Submitted on: 3/16/2022 2:34:35 PM 

Testimony for HWN on 3/21/2022 1:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Robert Shook Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

My name is Pati, I s'pose your method of gorse removal, 1) you referring to the same method 

that was previously practiced.  Turning gorse into feed the problem is the seed.  All animals eat 

the young shots and seed deficate and the problem continues. You are filling a failed 

method.                 2) the gorse must be denied certain elements to survive sunlight water. So 

seeds go dormant than you harvest ensuring 90% less re growth,  what is harvested must be burnt 

destroyed.  There is no other way feed will spread the problem.  3) The science of Reed Shook, 

Graduate of UH Hilo, if you cover this species where their is no light, the plant will go dormant 

also the seeds will not germinate.  See the cure is in front of you it's the future talking.   4) Using 

inmate work power does more than assist and employ but give Rehabilitation and actual THING, 

for the first time investing in your communities,  cheaper job get done work for inmates upon 

release, Superviser position for Public Win Win.   5) Cost much less than is proposed, paying 

every Inmate minimum wage  employing 30 or more with the proper material they can fence 

areas to house invasive animals, grow trees, remove invasive trees, faster cheaper more efficacy 

than what is on the table. This efficiency also extends to shoreline, and removal of dead animals 

roadside and trapping and removing evasive animals. If you choose to know more even to getting 

money to fund this you can call Robert Shook 808 785-4713 or robertbshook@gmail com 

 



HB-1179-HD-1 

Submitted on: 3/16/2022 3:29:39 PM 

Testimony for HWN on 3/21/2022 1:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Dana Keawe Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Support HB1179 HD1 

 



HB-1179-HD-1 

Submitted on: 3/17/2022 8:08:48 AM 

Testimony for HWN on 3/21/2022 1:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jennifer Azuma 

Chrupalyk 
Individual Oppose 

Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

This bill needs to have a public interaction with OHA to gather the Voice of Kanaka Maoli 

first.  The biggest problem with the State of Hawai'i, the American people vs Kanaka Maoli, is 

your school of thought. You can check this information with any psychology instructor at 

UH.  The Hawaiian and all Pacific cultures are collective societies and Americans have 

an individualistic heuristics.  Pacific cultures  think about cohesiveness with one another, 

Americans think that everything belongs to capitalism.  While the State has good intentions 

with this bill for economic empowerment,  Americans are the only people who wake up and go 

to sleep everyday worrying about how much money they can make from everything.  At least 

half of the Hawaiian people disagrees with this mindset - altogether. Psychologically speaking, 

the dominant culture - American, is trying to use any means to dominate over Pacific cultures by 

eradicating the traditional lifestyles that we are accustomed to, and basically telling us that we 

will have to live the way you have put into legislature.  Perhaps all legislature should be taking a 

Hawai'i 107 course at the college to learn about cultural context, and a Psychology 101 course to 

learn how to be ethical in thought.  You cannot empower Hawaiian people with American 

thinking.  We do not think the same. We do not choose the same.  Lastly, when it comes to 

natural resources, if you really want to empower Kanaka Maoli, you would put more effort into 

protecting our natural resources, than micromanaging what you think would sell for capitalist 

profits.  I'm sure that some Hawaiian-wannabe (you know, people who are Hawaiian at-heart and 

think that they are more Hawaiian than Kanaka Maoli) will be glad to see this bill pass, so that 

they can individualistically profit from the sales of Hawaiian goods.  Money doesn't make the 

world go round; honesty, morals, and cultural respect make the world go round. 
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