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April 1, 2022 
 

TO:  The Honorable Chair Joy A. San Buenaventura 
   Senate Committee on Human Services 
     
FROM:  Cathy Betts, Director  
  Maureen Bates, Administrator, Division of Vocational Rehabilitation 
 
SUBJECT: GM 786 – Relating to consideration and confirmation to the State 

Rehabilitation Council, Gubernatorial Nominee, Howard Lesser, for a 
term to expire on 06-30-2025. 

   
HEARING:  Tuesday, April 5, 2022, 3:00 P.M. 

Conference Room 225 & Videoconference, State Capitol 
 

The Division of Vocational Rehabilitation (DVR), Department of Human Services, 

supports the nomination and confirmation of Mr. Howard Lesser to the State 

Rehabilitation Council (SRC). 

Mr. Lesser seeks an appointment to the SRC as the exempt representative of the 

client assistance program as described by section 348-8(a)(2), Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRS).  

The Client Assistance Program was established under the federal Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 

as amended by the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) of 2014, to advise and 

inform individuals with disabilities of all the available services and benefits. 

Mr. Lesser is employed at Hawaii Disability Rights Center (HDRC).  The HDRC is 

Hawaii’s designated Protection and Advocacy (P&A) System to promote the human, civil 

and legal rights of individuals with disabilities, as established in the constitutions and laws 

of the State of Hawaii and the United States, through information, outreach, education, 

and advocacy.  Mr. Lesser advises and informs individuals with disabilities of their rights 
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directly connected with programs authorized under WIOA, such as the DVR.   Mr. Lesser’s 

many years of experience and dedication as an advocate for individuals with disabilities 

are a requirement and an asset to the SRC. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in support of this nomination. 
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Comments:  

  

As Executive Director of the Hawaii Disability Rights Center (HDRC), I am submitting this 

testimony in support of Howard Lesser to serve on the State Rehabilitation Council for a term to 

expire 06-30-25. His position on the Council represents the Client Assistance Program (CAP), 

which is required under the Federal Rehabilitation Act. He is highly qualified as a Senior 

Advocate who has had a 23 year career serving people with disabilities protecting their human, 

civil and legal rights, including employment. 

Howard has been a strong, persistent advocate his entire career. Having served on the SRC for a 

long time, he has shown an ability to bring about a consensus in helping to provide input into the 

State Vocational Rehabilitation Plan. He has served on their Legislative Committee and has 

served as Chair and Vice-Chair of the SRC. His background in employment for people with 

disabilities extends from his 43 years of service in non-profit and state agencies to his current 

position. 

As HDRC’s Senior Advocate, Howard has worked as a tireless, passionate, and dedicated 

employee who is well-liked and respected by his peers. I believe that he will continue to 

advocate for the rights of people with disabilities as an SRC member. 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit this testimony in support of Howard Lesser to serve on 

the SRC. 
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