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Testimony in SUPPORT of GM 523    

NOMINEE TO THE EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES ADVISORY 

COMMITTEE 

 

SENATOR JARRETT KEOHOKALOLE, CHAIR 

SENATE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH 

Hearing Date: 2/18/2021 Room Number: Via Videoconference 
 

Fiscal Implications:  Air travel and transportation costs to attend meetings. 1 

Department Testimony:  The Department of Health supports the appointment of Max Matias to 2 

the Emergency Medical Services Advisory Committee (EMSAC). 3 

Mr. Max Matias is an administrator for operational oversite of the Kona airport fire response and 4 

the Aircraft Rescue and Firefighter Regional Training Center on the island of Hawaii.  His 5 

occupational background includes 20+ years serving as both a firefighter and Emergency 6 

Medical Technician on the island of Kauai.  Mr. Matias will bring to EMSAC first responder 7 

organizational leadership, team building experiences, and disaster organizational skill sets. 8 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure. 9 
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Comments:  

In support. 
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Comments:  

I'm submitting this testimony on behalf of my support of Chief Max Matias for EMSAC member 

Hawaii County Allied Health position. I have worked with Chief Matias in my previous 

employment as Assistant Fire Chief of the Hawaii Fire Dept. retired since August of 2011. 

Presently I'm co-instructing the Emergency Medical Technician training at Palamanui 

Community College at HCC in the Fire Science program. Over the years, I have seen his 

leadership strengths and organizational skill set. I have previously served as a member on the 

EMSAC committee and can attest that Chief Matias will be integral part of it. 

Respecfully submitted 

Ralph M. Yawata 
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Comments:  

I am in support of Max Matias appointment to EMSAC. He will be a valuable asset to the group. 
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