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2017 Legislative Calendar

29th Legislature Jan. 18 – May 4 
JANUARY

Jan 18     Opening Day  

Jan 20     Non-Admin Bill Package Cutoff & Grant/Subsidies Cutoff  

Jan 23     State of the State Address and Admin. Bill Package Cutoff  

Jan 25     State of the Judiciary Address & Bill Intro Cutoff  



2017 Legislative Calendar
FEBRUARY

Feb 23     Mandatory 5-Day Recess Begins 

MARCH

Mar 1     Mandatory 5-Day Recess Ends  

Mar 3     First Decking (Bills)  

Mar 9     First Crossover (Bills)  

Mar 10     Substantive Resolution Cutoff  

Mar 13     Budget Decking  

Mar 15     Budget Crossover  



2017 Legislative Calendar
APRIL

Apr 6     First Crossover (Conc. Resos)  

Apr 7     Second Decking (Bills)  

Apr 13     Second Crossover (Bills) & Disagree  

Apr 21     Constitutional Amendments  

Apr 24     Second Crossover (Conc. Resos)  

Apr 27     Final Decking (Non-Fiscal Bills)  

Apr 28     Final Decking (Fiscal Bills) 

MAY

May 4     Adjournment Sine Die 



29TH LEGISLATURE, 2017 
HIGHLIGHTS 

• $14.1 billion FY 17-18 Biennium Budget
• $14.3 billion FY 18-19 Biennium Budget
• $81 million for CIPs in Hilo
• $2.2 million Operating GIAs for Hawai‘i Island
• $5.4 million CIP GIAs for Hawai‘i Island 



University of Hawaii, 
$1,170,775,862, 8%

Non-Discretionary Costs, 
$2,533,642,076, 18%

Education, $2,112,999,016, 15%

Human Services/Medicaid, 
$3,459,410,944, 25%

Health, $1,829,008,210, 13%

Other Departments, 
$3,004,732,906, 21%

HB100 HD1 SD1 CD1, TOTAL APPROPRIATIONS, ALL FUNDS, FISCAL YEAR 
2017-2018 

Total Appropriation:
$14,110,569,014



University of Hawaii, 
$1,170,730,862, 8%

Non-Discretionary Costs, 
$2,787,597,218, 20%

Education, $2,105,271,172, 15%

Human Services/Medicaid, 
$3,586,947,888, 25%

Health, $1,740,156,316, 12%

Other Departments, $2,918,156,404, 
20%

HB100 HD1 SD1 CD1 TOTAL APPROPRIATIONS, ALL FUNDS, FISCAL YEAR 
2018-2019

Total Appropriation:
$14,308,859,860



 HB100 - Appropriates $1.8 million to the Hawai‘i Promise Program. It 
will provide scholarships for the unmet direct cost needs of qualified 
students enrolled at any community college campus. 

 HB451 - Reduces the minimum Hawaiian blood quantum requirement of 
certain successors to lessees of Hawaiian home lands from one-quarter 
to one thirty-second. (Introduced Senate companion SB849)

 HB916 - Makes an appropriation for the health care provider loan 
repayment program administered through the John A. Burns School of 
Medicine. The program provides loan repayment for physicians, 
physician assistants, nurse practitioners, psychologists, social workers, 
licensed professional counselors, and marriage and family therapists 
who agree to work in a federally-designated health professional 
shortage area or an area of Hawaii found to be underserved.

29TH LEGISLATURE, 2017 
HIGHLIGHTS 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
HB2675-Rapid ohia death caused by non-native fungal pathogen Ceratocystis Firbriata.15,000 acres have shown greater than 50% mortality $300,000- researchemploy pathology post-doctoral fellowstechnical support,supplies for molecular detectionGrowth Chamber for experiments. Research to include Isolating fungal pathogenFinding alternative hosts for pathogenEliminate other causes of rapid ohia deathProvide recommendations to prevent spread of diseaseSB 2375- 60MPH begins as mile marker 12, provided that the speed limit be 45 MPH or another speed limit beginning at Pohakuloa training area and ending one-half mile east of the Mauna Kea county park entrance. SB2647- Example Question- What happens to families selling heirlooms that contain ivory to support family?SB2077-ACT 103-Authorize gov. to enter into negotiations to transfer one or more facilities of Maui Regional System to a new nonprofit management entity. Enter into public private partnership. 



 SB559 - Requires the State to expand strategies and mechanisms to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions statewide in alignment with the 
principles and goals adopted in the Paris Agreement.

 SB1244 - Authorizes qualified nonprofit housing trusts to repurchase 
affordable units developed with government assistance when a 
government entity waives its first right of refusal to repurchase the 
unit. Authorizes counties to waive a first right of refusal to repurchase 
a privately-developed affordable housing unit built pursuant to a 
unilateral agreement or similar instrument.

 SB423 - Prohibits denying a student a meal for failure to pay within: (1) 
The first 21 days of the first semester of a school year while the 
student's application for free or reduced lunch is being processed; or (2) 
7 days after the student's meal fund account balance is zero or 
negative. 

29TH LEGISLATURE, 2017 
HIGHLIGHTS 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
HB2675-Rapid ohia death caused by non-native fungal pathogen Ceratocystis Firbriata.15,000 acres have shown greater than 50% mortality $300,000- researchemploy pathology post-doctoral fellowstechnical support,supplies for molecular detectionGrowth Chamber for experiments. Research to include Isolating fungal pathogenFinding alternative hosts for pathogenEliminate other causes of rapid ohia deathProvide recommendations to prevent spread of diseaseSB 2375- 60MPH begins as mile marker 12, provided that the speed limit be 45 MPH or another speed limit beginning at Pohakuloa training area and ending one-half mile east of the Mauna Kea county park entrance. SB2647- Example Question- What happens to families selling heirlooms that contain ivory to support family?SB2077-ACT 103-Authorize gov. to enter into negotiations to transfer one or more facilities of Maui Regional System to a new nonprofit management entity. Enter into public private partnership. 



STATE FACILITIES
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS 

• $21.8 million for improvements at Hilo 
International Airport

• $13.2 million for new medium security 
housing unit for Hawai‘i Community 
Correctional Center Improvements

• $4.3 million for Keaukaha Military 
Reservation

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Airport- $3.5 million- for airfield improvements and other improvements deemed necessary to qualify for federal aid. $3.352 million- for west ramp demolition and site improvements. $255,000- terminal improvements- ticket lobby, restrooms, hold rooms. Harbor$7.95 million design and construction of pier 2 shed and water tower. Paving for new created cargo operational area. Airport and harbors are federal projects and will receive matching funding from the federal government.Keaukaha Military$30.2million to construction for new combined support maintenance shop complex for Hawaii Army National Guard (necessary for Federal Aid. $1.6 million renovations – roof replacement, electrical upgrade, fire alarm installation, fire suppression sprinkler system, Restroom and shower. $1.6 million to hawai‘i youth challenge



EDUCATION
CAPITOL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS

• $1.25 million for plans and design to upgrade Hilo High School’s track 
and field. 

• $2.4 million for plans and design to renovate Hilo High School’s Building 
B and Auditorium.

• $950,000 for construction of a new boys and girls locker room at Hilo 
Intermediate School.

• $2.5 million for plans, design, and construction for renovation of a new 
cafeteria and administration building at Waiakeawaena Elementary 
School.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Waiakea intermediate- $450,000 new baseball batting cage 2016$252 ,000 electrical upgrades 2017$259, 000 covered walkways



HIGHER EDUCATION
CAPITOL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS 

• $3 million for cost of a energy efficient air 
conditioning system at the University of Hawai‘i at 
Hilo Hale ‘Alahonua student housing.

• $450,000 for reroofing of facility 8843 at Hawai‘i 
Community College.

• $700,000 for improvements and renovations at 
Hawai‘i Community College.



HEALTH
CAPITOL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS

 $4.5 million for interior and 
exterior improvements of the Hilo 
Counseling Center and Keawe 
Heath Center.

 $2 million for construction and 
equipment for the creation of a 
telehealth unit at Hilo Medical 
Center.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Keawe Health CenterDesign and Construction Re-Roofing, interior and exterior improvements. 



OTHER
CAPITOL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS

• $13 million to construct and replace current 
One-Lane Mile Bridge between Hilo and Puna    
(4 Mile Creek Bridge). 

• $1.1 million for land 
acquisition and design for 
rehabilitation or replacement 
of Wailuku Bridge.



OPERATING 
GRANT-IN-AID

• $500,000 to Hawai‘i County Economic 
Opportunity Council

• $150,000 to High Tech Youth Network
• $250,000 to Hospice of Hilo 



CAPITOL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS 
GRANT-IN-AID

• $130,000 to Friends of Palace Theater for construction and 
equipment of a new air conditioning system. 

• $200,000 to Hawai‘i Island Community Development 
Corporation for a new adult care center facility.

• $698,000 to Island of Hawai‘i YMCA for construction and 
equipment for extensive repairs to the YMCA building.

• $605,000 to Pacific Well Drilling and Pump Services for 
equipment.

(All projects qualify as a grant, pursuant to Chapter 42F, HRS)



Representative Clift Tsuji
Legacy Bill

HB1325- Requires the Department of 
Agriculture to establish and report to the 
Legislature on parameters and construction 
requirements for biosecurity facilities that 
provide for and ensure the safety of 
agricultural and food commodities. Makes 
appropriations for the biosecurity program, 
including projects for import replacements 
of high risk crops. 



SB1183
Measure Title: RELATING TO TAXATION

Report Title: County Surcharge on State Tax

SB1183 HD2 SD2 HCD2
 Increases TAT from 9.25 percent 

to 10.25 percent for 11 years 
through 2028.

 TAT revenue to counties will 
remain at $103 million per year 
until 2028.

 Honolulu’s share of the TAT will 
be exclusively for funding rail.

SB1183 HD2 SD2 SCD2
 Extends Honolulu County GE tax 

10 years (2037) .



Transient Accommodation Tax 

The TAT is a tax imposed on gross income from the 
rental of a transient accommodation and on the fair 
market rental value of a time share vacation unit in 
the State of Hawaii.

A transient accommodation is an apartment, house, 
condominium, beach house, hotel room, suite, or 
similar living accommodation rented to a transient 
person for less than 180 consecutive days in exchange 
for payment in cash, goods, or services.

(State of Hawaii Department of Taxation)



Transient Accommodation Tax 
TIMELINE

• 1987: TAT established

• 1990: Act 185 (SLH 1990) begins distributing TAT funds to the state and 
various counties as follows

• 5% of the revenues collected was retained by the state for TAT-related 
administrative purposes

• Remaining 95% of TAT collected distributed to the counties as follows: (**this 
distribution has remained the same)

• 14.5% Kauai County
• 18.6% Hawaii County

• 22.8% Maui County

• 44.1% Honolulu County

• 1994: Not enough money to pay for the completion of the convention 
center raised TAT to 6% 



Transient Accommodation Tax 
• 1998: TAT amended by

• assessing and collecting taxes on resort timeshare vacation units

• Increasing the distribution to the Convention Center Capital Special Fund to 
17.3% of revenues collected

• 44.8% of revenues collected distributed to the counties in the same 
proportional share as in prior years

• 1999: TAT increased to 7.25%

• 2002: Legislature limits TAT distributions.

• 2009: TAT increased to 8.25%

• 2010: TAT increased to 9.25%

• 2011: Legislature addresses budget shortfalls by increasing revenues 
from the TAT to the state and limiting TAT revenues to the counties to no 
more than $93 million



Transient Accommodation Tax 
• 2012: Legislature increases TAT deposit into Tourism Special Fund (TSF) 

cap from $69 million to $71 million in response to Obama executive 
order announcing new initiatives to increase tourism in the U.S.

• 2013: Legislature made 9.25% TAT increase and caps on TAT distribution 
to TSF and counties permanent ($93 million). 

• 2014: Legislature amends distributions of the TAT by raising TAT 
revenues allocated to the counties to $103 million FY2015 & FY2016.

• 2017: Sunset on allocation of $103 million to the counties for FY15-16 
ends reverting back to $93 million.

TAT Total: $485 million
Hawaii County, Maui County, & Kauai County = 51.8% - $251 million

City & County of Honolulu = 48.2% - $234 million



Transient Accommodation Tax 



SB1290
Measure Title: RELATING TO THE TRANSIENT ACCOMMODATIONS TAX

Report Title: Transient Accommodations Tax

Purpose: Adjusts allocation of transient accommodations tax revenues to the tourism 
special fund for inflation.  Adjusts allocation to the counties to equal forty-five per cent of 
the amount of revenues remaining after all other allocations are made. 

Kauai County shall receive 14.5%; 

Hawaii County shall receive 18.6%; 

Maui County shall receive 22.8%; and

City and County of Honolulu shall receive 44.1%

TAT Total: $485 million
Counties Allocation 45% = 218 million
Hawaii County 18.6% = $40.5 million



2017 KAHELE BILLS

 SB272 – Relating to Rat Lungworm
Appropriates funds to the University of Hawai‘i at Hilo for 
programs, studies, and activities related to the prevention 
and eradication of rat lungworm disease.

 SB848 – Relating to Higher Education
Expands the Hawaiian Language College's functions. 
Authorizes a Hawaiian language medium general education 
coursework pilot project. Supports the development of an 
implementation plan for Hawaiian language instruction 
throughout the University of Hawai‘i System.



2017 KAHELE BILLS

 SB1163 – Relating to Aeronautics
Replaces the criminal penalty for certain airport offenses 
relating to aviation practices and to licensing or regulation 
of commercial activities at public airports with a fine.

 SB1292 – Relating to Hilo Community Economic 
District
Establishes the Hilo Community Economic District as a 
community development district located in East Hawai‘i 
under the Hawai‘i Community Development Authority. 
Establishes the Hilo Community Economic Revolving Fund. 
(House Companion HB1479)



Higher Education

Senate Higher Education Chair Priorities 

 Tuition freeze at all UH System Campuses.
 UH Board of Regents convert two seats to faculty 

seats.

 Executive and Managerial Positions & All UH 
Administrators that have salaries that exceed $150K 
required to have a contract.



2017 KAHELE RESOLUTIONS

SR53 - Hilo International Aerospace 
and Technology Park; Master Plan 

Requesting the Department of Business, Economic 
Development, and Tourism (DBEDT) to develop a 
Master Plan for the Hilo International Aerospace 
and Technology Park.  



AERO TECHNOLOGY PARK 
(PROPOSED)



2017 SESSION CONCLUSION



MAHALO

Senator Kaiali‘i Kahele 
Hawai‘i State Capitol, Room 213

Phone: 808-586-6760

Toll-Free: 974-4000, ext. 66760

Email: senkahele@capitol.hawaii.gov

CONTACT OUR OFFICES

mailto:senkahele@capitol.hawaii.gov
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