STAND. COM. REP. NO. M -22

Honolulu, Hawaii

APR 18 '

RE: S.C.R. No. 12
S.D. 1

2022

Honorable Scott K. Saiki

Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-First State Legislature
Regular Session of 2022

State of Hawaiil

Sir:

Your Committee on Higher Education & Technology, to which was
referred S.C.R. No. 12, S.D. 1, entitled:

"SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION URGING THE HAWAII BROADBAND AND
DIGITAL EQUITY OFFICE TO PRIORITIZE ACCESS TO BROADBAND
SERVICES IN RURAL AREAS THROUGHOUT THE STATE,"

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to urge the Hawaii Broadband
and Digital Equity Office to prioritize access to broadband
services in rural areas throughout the State.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Department of Business, Economic Development, and
Tourism; Common Cause Hawaii; and Hawaiian Telcom.

Your Committee finds that the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic
highlights the significant need for access to broadband services
in rural areas throughout Hawaii. Your Committee further finds
that the importance of access to broadband service has only
increased during the pandemic, including the ability to work and
learn remotely; access to medical care through telehealth
services; access to government services, such as filing
unemployment claims, obtaining supplemental nutrition benefits,
and securing vital records; and the ability to register for COVID-
19 testing and vaccinations.
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As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Higher Education & Technology that is attached to
this report, your Committee concurs with the intent and purpose of
S.C.R. No. 12, S.D. 1, and recommends that it be referred to your
Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Higher Education &
Technology,

:x xEQiMA Chair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives
The Thirty-first Legislature

iscR102¢.22.

Record of Votes of the Committee on Higher Education & Technology

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

SCR. 12 ISP HeT, CPC H-13-2020_

O The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.
The recommendation is to: ﬂ/ Pass, unamended (asis) [ Pass, with amendments (HD) [ Hold
O  Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)
HET Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused
1. TAKAYAMA, Gregg (C) v
2. CLARK, Linda (VC) v
3. BELATTI, Della Au v
4. COSTALES, Luella v
5. GANADEN, Sonny v
6. GATES, Cedric Asuega v’
7. HASHIMOTO, Troy N. v
8. KAPELA, Jeanne v’
9. OHNO, Takashi v
10. QUINLAN, Sean v
11. WOODSON, Justin H. v
12. YAMANE, Ryan L. v
13. OKIMOTO, Val v
TOTAL (13) ) O 5
The recommendation is: {Adopted a ‘I\’Iot Adopted
If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair's or designee's signaturW QA— M
Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk's Office Duplicate (Pink) - HMSO




