CONFERENCE COMMITTEE REP. NO. 52 -22

Honolulu, Hawaiil

APR 28 2022
RE: S.B. No. 2990
S.D. 1
H.D. 1
C.D. 1

Honorable Ronald D. Kouchi
President of the Senate
Thirty-First State Legislature
Regular Session of 2022

State of Hawaii

Honorable Scott K. Saiki

Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-First State Legislature
Regular Session of 2022

State of Hawaii

Sirs:

Your Committee on Conference on the disagreeing vote of the
Senate to the amendments proposed by the House of Representatives in
S.B. No. 2990, S.D. 1, H.D. 1, entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE, "

having met, and after full and free discussion, has agreed to
recommend and doeg recommend to the respective Houses the final
passage of this bill in an amended form.

The purpose of this measure is to:

(1) Establish a cover crop reimbursement pilot program to
provide up to seventy-five percent cost reimbursement to
farming operations in the State for the acquisition of
cover crop seeds, green manure, oOr compost;

(2) Require the convening of a review panel to screen and rate
applicants on the quality of their cover crop, green
manure, and composting practices;
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(3) Establish a cover crop reimbursement pilot program manager
position within the department of agriculture to
administer the program;

(4) Require reports to the legislature; and

(5) Appropriate funds.

Your Committee on Conference finds that the use of cover crops
significantly increases agricultural productivity, which is
essential to the State's food security and self-sufficiency goals.
A cover crop program would incentivize beneficial and sustainable
use of cover crops by agricultural producers in the State.
Accordingly, this measure establishes and funds a cover crop pilot
program to be administered by the Department of Agriculture.

Your Committee on Conference has amended this measure by:
(1) Inserting an appropriation amount of $300,000;

(2) Deleting the proviso limiting expenses allowed for
administrative costs; and

(3) Inserting an effective date of July 1, 2022.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the managers of your
Committee on Conference that is attached to this report, your
Committee on Conference is in accord with the intent and purpose of
S.B. No. 2990, S.D. 1, H.D. 1, as amended herein, and recommends
that it pass Final Reading in the form attached hereto as S.B.

No. 2990, s.D. 1, H.D. 1, C.D. 1.
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Respectfully submitted on behalf
of the managers:

ON THE PART OF THE HOUSE ON THE PART OF THE SENATE
vj\¢Vl€£liw‘l7;¥:::; f IOB‘Z" a ‘ lS l&
MARK J. HA MIKE GABBARD
Co- Cham Chair
AMY A. PERRI’SO MATILE S.L. SHIMABUKURO
Co-Chair Co-Chair
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Hawai‘i State Legislature

Record of Votes of a
Conference Committee

Curl 222

Bill / Concurrent Resolution No.:

Date/Time:

SB 2990,SD 1, HD 1

4=27-00- [2%pm

Zf The recommendation of the House and Senate managers i

s to pass with amendments (CD).

Q) The Committee is reconsidering its previous decision.

D The recommendation of the Senate Manager(s) is to AGREE
to the House amendments made to the Senate Measure

D The recommendation of the House Manager(s) is to AGREE
to the Senate amendments made to the House Measure.

Senate Managers A|WR|N|E House Managers A |WR|N|E
GABBARD, Mike, Chr. V| HASHEM, Mark J., Co-Chr. A ,
SHIMABUKURO, Maile S.L., Co-Chr. | \1{ PERRUSO, Amy A., Co-Chr. Vd s
ACASIO, Laura \/,’ MATSUMOTO, Lauren \//

FEVELLA, Kurt vT
TOTAL L TOTAL 15
A = Aye WR = Aye with Reservations N = Nay E = Excused
Senate Recommendation is: House Reg¢ofimendation is:

K Adopted O Not Adopted &w Adopted 0 Not Adopted
Senate Lead Chair's of/Designee's Signature: House Lead Chair's or Defighee's Signature:
distribution: / Original o Yellow Pink o Goldenrod

File with Conference Committee Report House Clerk'’s Office Senate Clerk's Office Drafting Agency




