STAND. COM. REP. NO. Z‘gg

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB 0 8 2022
RE: S.B. No. 2816
S.D. 1

Honorable Ronald D. Kouchi
President of the Senate
Thirty-First State Legislature
Regular Session of 2022

State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Education, to which was referred S.B.
No. 2816 entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION GRANTS,"
begs leave to report as follows:
The purpose and intent of this measure is to:

(1) Establish and administer the Strong Students Grant Pilot
Program to provide grants to eligible students for
eligible education expenses; and

(2) Require progress reports to the Legislature.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Department of Education, State Public Charter Schools
Commission, HawaiiKidsCAN, and three individuals. Your Committee
received comments on this measure from the Department of Budget
and Finance and Department of Human Services.

Your Committee finds that recent disruptions to student
learning and increased reliance on remote learning have
exacerbated the challenge for low-income families to purchase
necessary school supplies and equipment for children. Your
Committee thus finds that the grant program created by this
measure will help families in need to afford critical supplies for
the education of children in the State.
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Your Committee notes the testimony of the Department of
Education regarding equitable concerns related to income and
family size qualifications for the pilot program created by this
measure.

Accordingly, your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Making amendments to require the Department of Education
to adopt rules regarding the prioritization of grant
awards to equitably account for family size; and

(2) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity and consistency.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Education that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of S.B.

No. 2816, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass Second
Reading in the form attached hereto as $.B. No. 2816, S.D. 1, and
be referred to your Committee on Ways and Means.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the

Committee on Education,
[ 4
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MICHELLE N. KIDANI, Chair
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The Senate
Thirty-First Legislature
State of Hawai‘i

Record of Votes
Committee on Education

EDU
Bill / Resolution No.:* Committee Referral: Date:
S8 9%l 1EDUWAM 124\ 29,
|:| The Committee is reconsidering its previous decision on this measure.
If so, then the previous decision was to:
The Recommendation is:
D Pass, unamended Z/Pass, with amendments D Hold D Recommit
2312 2311 2310 2313
Members Aye Aye (WR) Nay Excused
KIDANI, Michelle N. (C) /
KIM, Donna Mercado (VC) /
DELA CRUZ, Donovan M. / W
KANUHA, Dru Mamo /
FEVELLA, Kurt /
~
TOTAL 5
Recommendation:
[7] Adopted [ ] Not Adopted
Chair’scr Design% /K‘
Distribution: QOriginal Yellow Pink Goldenrod
File with Committee Report Clerk's Office Drafting Agency Committee File Copy

*Only one measure per Record of Votes
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