
STAND. CON. REP. NO. (I4. -22

Honolulu, Hawaii

MAR 2L , 2022

RE: S.B. No. 2624
S.D. 2
H.D. 2

Honorable Scott K. Saiki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty—First State Legislature
Regular Session of 2022
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce, to which
was referred S.B. No. 2624, S.D. 2, H.D. 1, entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO HEALTH, TT

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to establish and fund:

(1) A Telehealth Pilot Program to provide telehealth medical
services in two distinct project sites in medically
underserved areas; and

(2) A Rural Health Care Pilot Program to assist residents in
three distinct rural areas, one each on the islands of
Maui, Molokai, and Lanai.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure

from the Department of Health, John A. Burns School of Medicine at

the University of Hawaii at Mãnoa, Hawaii State Council on

Developmental Disabilities, Disability and Communication Access
Board, Hawaii Primary Care Association, Hawaii Medical

Association, Hawaii Substance Abuse Coalition, The Queen’s Health

Systems, Hawaii Psychiatric Medical Association, and two
individuals. Your Committee received comments on this measure
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from the Department of Budget and Finance, State Council on Mental

Health, and Hawaii State Center for Nursing.

Your Committee finds that there is an ongoing shortage of
primary, specialty, and behavioral health care providers in the
State, which leaves many Hawaii residents, particularly elderly
and rural residents, unable to obtain timely and appropriate
health care and behavioral health care services. Your Committee
further finds that although telehealth is a viable solution for
maximizing existing local resources and increasing patient
convenience and compliance, no more than fifteen percent of
practicing providers in Hawaii report a telehealth experience.

The pilot programs established by this measure will help
improve the quality and availability of health care in rural and
medically underserved areas in the State by encouraging an
increase in the use of telehealth by providers. This measure also
offers an incentive, in the form of an availability fee, to health
care professionals who practice in certain specialties in rural
areas.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Removing the procurement exemptions of the Telehealth
Pilot Program; and

(2) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce that is attached to
this report, your Committee is in accord with the intent and
purpose of S.B. No. 2624, S.D. 2, H.D. 1, as amended herein, and
recommends that it be referred to your Committee on Finance in the
form attached hereto as S.B. No. 2624, S.D. 2, H.D. 2.
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Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Consumer
Protection & Commerce,

ASQN, Chair



State of Hawaii
House of Representatives /+‘a7.

The Thirty-first Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

BillfResolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

S 24V{,SP21 HDI— -{kR, ((11
3)Wj1—1

Li The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: U Pass, unamended (as is) ‘Pass. with amendments (HD) U Hold

U Pass short form bill with RD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

CPC Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. JOHANSON, Aaron Ling (C) V

2. KITAGAWA, Lisa (VC)

3. AQUINO, Henry J.C. ‘.7

4. HAR, Sharon E.

5. HASHEM, Mark J.

6. KONG, Sam Satoru

7. MIZUNO, John M. ‘4/

—--

8. MORIKAWA, Dee

9. ONISHI, Richard H.K. V

10. TARNAS, David A.

-

11. MATSUMOTO, Lauren

TOTAL (11) 0 2-

The recommendation is: Adopted LI Not Adopted

Ifjoint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerks Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


