STAND. COM. REP. NO. uqq

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB 15 2022
RE: S.B. No. 2135
S.D. 1

Honorable Ronald D. Kouchi
President of the Senate
Thirty-First State Legislature
Regular Session of 2022

State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Water and Land, to which was referred S.B.
No. 2135 entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO THE OCEAN STEWARDSHIP SPECIAL
FUND, "

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose and intent of this measure is to authorize the
Ocean Stewardship Special Fund to be used for planning,
development, designing, or implementation of beach restoration
projects, including the awarding of grants to nonprofit
organizations for beach and nearshore environmental cleanup.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Department of Land and Natural Resources, Surfrider
Foundation, Clean the Pacific, Malama Puplkea-Waimea, Friends of
Hanauma Bay, Hawai‘i Wildlife Fund, Sustainable Coastlines Hawai‘i,
Na Kama Kai, and two individuals. Your Committee received
comments on this measure from one individual.

Your Committee finds that Hawaii's ocean waters and marine
resources are some of the State's most ecologically, economically,
and culturally valuable environmental assets. To protect Hawaii's
coastal waters, the Thirty-First Legislature passed Act 46,
Session Laws of Hawaii 2021, to create the Ocean Stewardship
Special Fund for the conservation, restoration, and enhancement of
the State's marine resources. While many users enjoy Hawaii's

2022-1777 SSCR SMA.doc

I RARE TR ]



STAND. COM. REP. NO.
Page 2 2 1

marine resources, a disproportionate burden is placed on nonprofit
organizations to organize events and volunteers to remove debris
from marine resources. Many nonprofit organizations also utilize
personal funds to purchase equipment to maintain clean shorelines
and oceans at Hawaii's beaches.

Your Committee has also heard the concerns of Malama Piaplkea-
Waimea regarding the eligibility of native plant projects to be
considered for coastal restoration funding to allow for projects
such as restorative native plant landscaping. The Department of
Land and Natural Resources concurred with Malama Piplikea-Waimea,
agreeing that native plant projects should also qualify for
coastal restoration projects. To maintain Hawaii's scenic beauty
and recreational sites at state parks and marine resources, this
measure authorizes the Ocean Stewardship Special Fund to expand
its uses for beach and nearshore environmental cleanup.

Your Committee has amended this measure by inserting an
effective date of July 1, 2050, to encourage further discussion.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Water and Land that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of S.B.

No. 2135, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass Second
Reading in the form attached hereto as S.B. No. 2135, S.D. 1, and
be referred to your Committee on Ways and Means.

Regpectfully submitted on

behalf of the members of the
Committee on Water and Land,

LORRAINE R. INOUYE, Cha#t
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The Senate
Thirty-First Legislature
State of Hawaici

Record of Votes
Committee on Water and Land

WTL
Bill / Resolution No.:* Committee Referral: Date:
Sp 2125 WTL, wanmy |2 /11 /22

|:| The Committee is reconsidering its previous decision on this measure.

If so, then the previous decision was to:

The Recommendation is: ,
|:| Pass, unamended Iz/rPass, with amendments |:| Hold D Recommit

2312 2311 2310 2313
Members Aye Aye (WR) Nay Excused

INOUYE, Lorraine R. (C) v/
KEITH-AGARAN, Gilbert S.C. (VC) /
MISALUCHA, Bennette E. v/
RIVIERE, Gil /
FEVELLA, Kurt /

TOTAL A/
Recommendation:

Adopted [ ] Not Adopted

Chair’s or De?!gnee’s Signature: M‘/\L
Distribution: Original L Yellow Pink Goldenrod

File with Committee Report Clerk's Office Drafting Agency Committee File Copy

*Only one measure per Record of Votes

Revised: 12/3/18



