STAND. COM. REP. NO. 2738

Honolulu, Hawaii

MAR 03 202
RE: S.B. No. 2048
s.D. 1

Honorable Ronald D. Kouchi
President of the Senate
Thirty-First State Legislature
Regular Session of 2022

State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Judiciary, to which was referred S.B.
No. 2048 entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO UNLAWFUL CHOP SHOP ACTIVITY,"
begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose and intent of this measure is to establish the
criminal offense of unlawful chop shop activity in the first and
second degrees and to provide for the forfeiture of property
connected with chop shop activity.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Maui County Council. Your Committee received comments on
this measure from the Department of the Prosecuting Attorney of
the City and County of Honolulu.

Your Committee finds that there is currently no state statute
covering the criminal misconduct of chop shop activity, despite
numerous auto theft investigations showing that chop shop activity
is a central part of the criminal misconduct. Your Committee
further finds that the Crime in the U.S. 2019 report by the
Federal Bureau of Investigation's Criminal Justice Information
Services Division listed Hawaiil as having the third highest motor
vehicle theft rate in the nation. Furthermore, in 2019 alone, the
Maui Police Department reported six hundred and sixty-one motor
vehicle theft offenses and $4,421,246 in stolen motor vehicle
property. This measure will protect public safety and deter motor
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vehicle theft by establishing the criminal offense of unlawful
chop shop activity and providing for the forfeiture of property
connected with unlawful chop shop activity.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Establishing the offense of unlawful chop shop activity
as a misdemeanor;

(2) Deleting language that would have created the offenses
of illegal chop shop activity in the first and second
degrees;

(3) Amending section 1 to reflect its amended purpose;

(4) Inserting an effective date of July 30, 2075, to
encourage further discussion; and

(5) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity and consistency.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Judiciary that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of S.B.

No. 2048, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass Second
Reading in the form attached hereto as S.B. No. 2048, S.D. 1, and
be placed on the calendar for Third Reading.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Judiciary,

)4l Mow A

KARL RHOADS, Chair
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The Senate
Thirty-First Legislature
State of Hawai‘i

Record of Votes
Committee on Judiciary

JDC

Bill / Resolution No.:* Committee Referral: Date:

S& 20JY ADC 02-2-22

|:| The Committee is reconsidering its previous decision on this measure.

If so, then the previous decision was to:

The Recommendation is:

[ ] Pass, unamended E Pass, with amendments | ] Hold [ ] Recommit

2312 2311 2310 2313
Members Aye Aye (WR) Nay Excused
RHOADS, Karl (C) v
KEOHOKALOLE, Jarrett (VC) v
ACASIO, Laura v
GABBARD, Mike v
KIM, Donna Mercado v
LEE, Chris v
FEVELLA, Kurt <
TOTAL + - - —_
Recommendation:
A Adopted [ ] Not Adopted
Chair’s or Designee’s Signature: / é‘/@ M
Distribution: Original Yellow Pink Goldenrod
File with Committee Report Clerk's Office Drafting Agency Committee File Copy

*Only one measure per Record of Votes

Revised: 1/19/21



