STAND. COM. REP. NO. (L‘.qz

Honolulu, Hawaii

2021
MAR 25 '

RE: S.B. No. 134
$.D. 1
H.D. 1

Honorable Scott K. Saiki

Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-First State Legislature
Regular Session of 2021

State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs, to which was
referred S.B. No. 134, S.D. 1, H.D. 1, entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO EMERGENCY POWERS,"
begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to prohibit the Governor or
mayors from suspending requests for public records or vital
records or statistics during a declared state of emergency.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from The Civil Beat Law Center for the Public Interest, League of
Women Voters of Hawaii, Common Cause Hawaii, Society of
Professional Journalists Hawaii Chapter, and eight individuals.
Your Committee received comments on this measure from the Office
of Information Practices and Grassroot Institute of Hawaii.

Your Committee finds that during the coronavirus disease 2019
pandemic, the Governor suspended the Uniform Information Practices
Act (UIPA) in its entirety for two and a half months, and the
deadlines under the UIPA indefinitely. Your Committee further
finds that access to information is critical to ensure
transparency and allow citizens to hold the government
accountable. Your Committee recognizes that while it is important
for the government to have flexibility during a state of
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emergency, there needs to be checks in place to prevent the
overreach of those powers.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs that is attached to this
report, your Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of
S.B. No. 134, S.D. 1, H.D. 1, and recommends that it be referred
to your Committee on Finance.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Judiciary &
Hawaiian Affairs,

Zz M. NA:ASHIMA, Chair
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State of Hawaii

House of Representatives HM Mq 3

The Thirty-first Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:
B 124 SDIL_HD] PO AL ey ?—1}-—),]

0 The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: ﬁ Pass, unamended (as is) Q Pass, with amendments (HD) QO Hold
Q Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)
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The recommendation is: ﬁ\ Adopted 0 Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
comnuttee acronym(s)

Vice Chair's or designee's signature: / %

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee %uplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk's Office Duplicate (Pink) - HMSO
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