
STAND. COM. REP. No. ‘225 
Honolulu, Hawaii 

MAR252021 

RE: H.B. No. 573 
H.D. 1 

s.D. 1 

Honorable Ronald D. Kouchi 
President of the Senate 
Thirty-First State Legislature 
Regular Session of 2021 
State of Hawaii 

Sir: 

Your Committee on Government Operations, to which was 
referred H.B. No. 573, H.D. l, entitled: 

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO FEDERAL FUNDS," 

begs leave to report as follows: 

The purpose and intent of this measure is to: 

(l) Require the Joint Legislative Budget Committee, under 
certain circumstances, to convene and make 
recommendations to the Legislature regarding federal 
funds; 

(2) Provide the Legislature with the opportunity to convene 
in Special Session in accordance with the Hawaii State 
Constitution to act on the recommendations or, if the 
Legislature does not convene in Special Session, 
otherwise authorize the Governor to expend federal funds 
pursuant to the Governor's emergency powers; and 

(3) Appropriate federal funds for the coronavirus disease 
2019 (COVID—l9) response; provided that funding of 
certain programs be paid for from a county's share of 
federal funds. 
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Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure 
from one individual. Your Committee received testimony in 
opposition to this measure from the Department of Budget and 
Finance, Hawaii Emergency Management Agency, and one member of the 
Maui County Council. Your Committee received comments on this 
measure from the Department of Human Services. 

Your Committee finds that under existing law, there is no 
process to appropriate federal relief funds received by the State 
during a state of emergency when the Legislature is not in 
session. Although your Committee believes that it is imperative 
to have a process in place to ensure that crucial services are 
available to support and protect the residents and visitors of the 
State, your Committee recognizes that appropriations can be 
restrictive and difficult to implement during times of emergency, 
when needs and requirements are changing rapidly. 

Accordingly, your Committee has amended this measure by: 

(l) Inserting language to establish a Joint Legislative 
Emergency Response and Recovery Committee that can 
address budgetary matters and other matters relating to 
the emergency response and recovery of the State; 

(2) Amending language relating to federal funds during a 
state of emergency to give the Joint Legislative 
Emergency Response and Recovery Committee and 
Legislature broad discretion to convene; 

(3) Deleting part II, which would have appropriated federal 
funds from the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 for 
COVID—l9 response pursuant to Public Law 117—2; provided 
that the funding of certain programs be paid for from a 
county's share of federal funds; and 

(4) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the 
purposes of clarity and consistency. 

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your 
Committee on Government Operations that is attached to this 
report, your Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of 
H.B. No. 573, H.D. l, as amended herein, and recommends that it 
pass Second Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 573, 
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H.D. l, S.D. 1, and be referred to your Committees on Ways and 
Means and Judiciary. 
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Respectfully submitted on 
behalf of the members of the 
Committee on Government 
Operations,



The Senate 
Thirty-First Legislature 

State of Hawai‘i 

Record of Votes 
Committee on Government Operations 

GVO 

Bill / Resolution No.:* Committee Referral: Date: 

Hbfifl, HD\ GNU, WAM/JDQ 3/25 1202! 

D The Committee is reconsidering its previous decision on this measure. 

If so, then the previous decision was to: 

The Recommendation is: 

D Pass, unamended Pass,with amendments E] Hold D Recommit 
2312 2311 2310 2313 

Members Aye/ Aye (WR) Nay Excused 

MORIWAKI, Sharon Y. (C) / , 
DELA CRUZ, Donovan M. (VC) // l 

9/ 
CHANG, Stanley 

GABBARD, Mike [I/ FEVELLA, Kurt 

TOTAL 5 
Recommendation: 

Adopted D Not Adopted 

WW&K/ 
Distribution: Original Yellow Goldenrod 

File with Committee Report Clerk's Office Drag”) Ing Agency Committee File Copy 

*Only one measure per Record of Votes 

Revised; 1/1 9/21


