
STAND. COM. REP. NO.

Honolulu, Hawaii
2021

FEB19
RE: H.B. No. 525

H.D. 2

Honorable Scott K. Saiki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-First State Legislature
Regular Session of 2021
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Housing, to which was referred H.B.
No. 525, H.D. 1, entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO TEACHER HOUSING,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to authorize the Department of
Education to construct teacher housing for teachers on public
school campuses; provided that any housing units constructed or
acquired after June 30, 2021, be rented at no cost or low cost to
new public school teachers employed full-time at the school where
the teacher housing unit is located.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Department of Education, Hawaii State Teachers
Association, Hawai’i Association of REALTORS, and one individual.
Your Committee received comments on this measure from EAR and
‘Ahahui Siwila ‘0 Ke Aloha ‘Ama.

Your Committee finds that some of the factors that have led
to the teacher shortage in Hawaii include the high cost of living,
teacher salaries, and access to affordable housing. Your
Committee also finds that the provision of affordable housing to
teachers in Hawaii is a critical component in the recruitment and
retention of teachers in Hawaii’s public schools. This measure
provides a means of addressing the shortage of teachers in the
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State through an affordable rental housing incentive intended to
attract and retain public school teachers.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Amending the teacher housing rent requirements to:

(A) Include public school teachers who teach in a rural
or hard-to-staff location; and

(B) Specify that teacher housing rents be at an
affordable cost, rather than at no cost or low
cost;

(2) Making it a priority, rather than a requirement, for
providing teacher housing to public school teachers;

(3) Removing a reference to a teacher’s immediate family
residing in the housing unit; and

(4) Making ~ technical, nonsubstantive amendment for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Housing that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B.
No. 525, H.D. 1, as amended herein, and recommends that it be
referred to your Committee on Finance in the form attached hereto
as H.B. No. 525, H.D. 2.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Housing,

NADINE 1K. NAKAMURA, Chair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives ~ ~/Ø

The Thirty-first Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Housing

ill/Reso uti n No.: Committee Referral: Date:

~5c~5H-RY2~- E~AJ~Hs~PEAJ
U The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: U Pass, unamended (as is) ~-4~s, with amendments (HD) U Hold
U Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

HSG Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. NAKAMURA, Nadine K. (C)

2. HASHIMOTO, Troy N. (VC)

3. AQUINO, Henry J.C.

4. DeCOITE, Lynn

5. ILAGAN, Greggor

6. KITAGAWA, Lisa

7. TAKUMI, Roy M.

8. McDERMOTT, Bob

TOTAL (8)

The recommendation is: W<dopted U Not Adopted
If joint referral, did not support recommendation.

committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerks Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


