STAND. COM. REP. NO. 'qz -22

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB 10 -~ 2022

RE: H.B. No. 2386
H.D. 1

Honorable Scott K. Saiki

Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-First State Legislature
Regular Session of 2022

State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Government Reform, to which was referred
H.B. No. 2386 entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO ELECTIONS,"
begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to:

(1) Require the Office of Elections to:

(A) Prepare a digital voter registration guide to be
posted on its website; and

(B) Prepare a notice to be mailed with each ballot in a
primary election notifying voters that the digital
voter information guide may be found on the
Office's website; and

(2) Appropriate funds to the Office of Elections to prepare
and mail a notice to voters that the digital voter
information guide may be found on the Office's website.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from Common Cause Hawaii, National Federation of the Blind of
Hawaii, and one individual. Your Committee received comments on
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this measure from the Department of Budget and Finance, Department
of the Attorney General, and Office of Elections.

Your Committee finds that providing a voter information guide
to registered voters of the State will create a more informed
voting public and increase voter participation in elections.

However, your Committee notes that there are many registered
voters of the State who may be unable to access or view a digital
voter information guide or live in areas that lack internet
access. Your Committee believes that providing a physical voter
information guide, upon request, to those who are unable to view
the online voter information guide will ensure more people have
access to important election information.

Your Committee further notes that concerns were raised in
testimony regarding how statements for candidates are collected
and included in the voter information guide. Additional
discussion on those concerns may be warranted as this measure
moves through the legislative process.

Your Committee has accordingly amended this measure by:

(1) Clarifying that the Office of Elections is required to
post the voter information guide electronically on its
website and print and mail a physical copy to
individuals upon request;

(2) Changing its effective date to July 1, 2112, to
encourage further discussion; and

(3) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

Should your Committee on Finance choose to deliberate on this
measure further, your Committee on Government Reform respectfully
requests that it consider appropriating $95,000 to the Office of
Elections for the preparation, posting, and upon request physical
distribution of the voter information guide required by this
measure. Your Committee believes that since the distribution of a
physical voter information guide is by request, the $95,000
appropriation should be able to encompass the printing of physical
copies of the guide.
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As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Government Reform that is attached to this report,
your Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B.
No. 2386, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass Second
Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 2386, H.D. 1, and
be referred to your Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Government Reform,

e

ANGUS L.K. McKELVEY, Chair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives
The Thirty-first Legislature%‘b / 98 '2 ;

Record of Votes of the Committee on Government Reform

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:
HR 2396 GUR, JHA, FIN | ] -9 - 27

O The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: [J Pass, unamended (as is)\m Pass, with amendments (HD) 0 Hold
O  Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

GVR Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. McKELVEY, Angus L.K. (C) ™~ | .
8. WARD,Gene |~ | | ]

TOTAL (8) j - 29 @ 7.

T A)
The recommendation is: \9 Adopted O Not Adopted /
If joint referral, did not support recommendation.

//_ committee acronym(s)
7

Vice Chair's or designee's signature: - k/l )/\Xy/\'/‘k

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) / éhief Clerk's Ofﬁc: Duplicate (Pink) - HMSO
[ 574




