STAND. COM. REP. NO. ‘O =22

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB U4 | 2020
RE: H.B. No. 1834
H.D. 1

Honorable Scott K. Saiki

Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-First State Legislature
Regular Session of 2022

State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Pandemic & Disaster Preparedness, to which
was referred H.B. No. 1834 entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION,"
begs leave to report as follows:
The purpose of this measure is to:

(1) Require the Department of Education to establish and
administer the strong students grant pilot program to
provide grants for eligible education expenses to
eligible students;

(2) Require the Department of Education to submit progress
reports on the pilot program to the Legislature; and

(3) Appropriate funds received from the Elementary and
Secondary School Emergency Relief Fund, as established
by the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security
Act and Coronavirus Response and Relief Supplemental
Appropriations Act for the pilot program.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Chamber of Commerce Hawaii, HawaiiKidsCAN, and three
individuals. Your Committee received comments on this measure
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from the Department of the Attorney General and Department of
Education.

Your Committee finds that the coronavirus disease 2019
pandemic has been disruptive to student learning. To assist in
mitigating the disruptiveness the pandemic caused, the State
received federal funding to help families in Hawaii through the
Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief Fund established
by the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act and
Coronavirus Response and Relief Supplemental Appropriations Act.
These monies are necessary to ensure students are able to
effectively continue learning.

However, your Committee notes that the testimonies from the
Department of the Attorney General and Department of Education
point out a potential violation of federal guidance for spending
Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief funds, which
authorizes the Department of Education to use the funds for a
broad range of activities, but does not allow the Legislature to
limit the Department's use of these funds. This measure's
directive to use these funds for the pilot program may be deemed
as limiting the Department's ability to allocate these funds. As
such, your Committee believes that the funding source for this
important pilot program should be changed to the general fund, as
to not Jjeopardize the Department of Education's federal funding.
However, your Committee respectfully requests that should your
Committee on Education hear this measure, it consider whether the
general fund is an appropriate funding source.

Accordingly, vour Committee has amended this measure by:
(1} Changing the source of funding for the appropriation
from the Elementary and Secondary School Emergency

Relief Fund to the general fund;

(2) Amending the purpose section in accordance with its
amended purpose;

(3) Changing the effective date to July 1, 2050, to
encourage further discussion; and

(4) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.
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Your Committee notes that although the appropriation amount
is currently blank in this measure, the requested amount is
$5,000,000 for the pilot program.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Pandemic & Disaster Preparedness that is attached to
this report, your Committee is in accord with the intent and
purpose of H.B. No. 1834, as amended herein, and recommends that
it pass Second Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No.
1834, H.D. 1, and be referred to your Committee on Education.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Pandemic &
Disaster Preparedness,

Rdlol g

LINDA ICHIYAMA, Chd)r
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives H ! C : R -
The Thirty-first Legislature ‘D 21
Record of Votes of the Committee on Pandemic & Disaster Preparedness

Bil}/éR;gltion No.: / 83 [7/ C"m/"‘g;‘?% D/(é FA] o ) / [ / 22

O The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

Prad
The recommendation is to: Q Pass, unamended (as is) El/Pass, with amendments (HD) 0 Hold
Q Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

PDP Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

v

T S I N A
T N R S R
4 MeRELVEY, gLk ||~ T
N 7 R A A
o wimpRGER T |~ | T
5 WoomsoN ik, |~ |

9. WARD, Gene v

1. ICHIYAMA, Linda (C)

TOTAL (9) g 2 O O

The recommendation is: lB/Adopted 0 Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
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