STAND. COM. REP. NO.

%220

Honolulu, Hawaii

MAR 16 2022
RE: H.B. No. 1656
H.D. 1
S.D. 1

Honorable Ronald D. Kouchi
President of the Senate
Thirty-First State Legislature
Regular Session of 2022

State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Water and Land, to which was referred H.B.
No. 1656, H.D. 1, entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO TRAILS,"
begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose and intent of this measure is to appropriate
funds for the establishment of a permanent full-time equivalent
land and access specialist position and a permanent full-time
equivalent abstractor position within the N& Ala Hele program for
the protection and expansion of public trail access statewide.

Your Cormittee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Depa.tment of Land and Natural Resources, Hawai‘i Tourism
Authority, Kaua‘i Visitors Bureau, and three individuals. Your
Committee received comments on this measure from the Department of
Budget and Finance.

Your Committee finds that many residents and visitors utilize
and enjoy the trails under the stewardship of the N& Ala Hele
program. Currently, the Department of Land and Natural Resources
is facing a staffing shortage that minimizes the capacity to
manage and maintain existing forest recreation resources. The
addition of positions for an abstractor and land and access
specialist will expand the Department of Land and Natural
Resources' capacity to manage and maintain trails across the
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State. With a high volume of visitor traffic at state parks,
there is a growing need for maintenance and management of trails
to maintain safe conditions for all users.

Additionally, your Committee has heard the concerns of the
Department of Land and Natural Resources regarding its ability to
manage and maintain existing forest recreation resources.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Inserting a blank appropriation to the Department of
Land and Natural Resources' operating fund to address
trail management and maintenance;

(2) Inserting an effective date of July 1, 2022; and

(3) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity and consistency.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Water and Land that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B.

No. 1656, H.D. 1, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass
Second Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 1656,
H.D. 1, S.D. 1, and be referred to your Committee on Ways and

Means.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Water and Land,

CRztree K Fune_

LORRAINE R. INOUYE’ Chairf
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The Senate
Thirty-First Legislature
State of Hawai‘i

Record of Votes
Committee on Water and Land

WTL
Bill / Resolution No.:* Committee Referral: Date:
HB 1656, HDI WL, WaM 31422

D The Committee is reconsidering its previous decision on this measure.

tf so, then the previous decision was to:

The Recommendation is:

[ ] Pass, unamended Pass, with amendments [ | Hold [ ] Recommit
2312 2311 2310 2313
Members Aye Aye (WR) Nay Excused
INOUYE, Lorraine R. (C) /
KEITH-AGARAN, Gilbert S.C. (VC) v
MISALUCHA, Bennette E. /
RIVIERE, Gil / P
FEVELLA, Kurt . v/
TOTAL 3 | !
Recommendation:
Z/Adopted D Not Adopted

Chair’s or Designee’s Signature:

g ik

Distribution: Original Vellow Pink Goldenrod
File with Committee Report Clerk's Office Drafting Agency Committee File Copy

*Only one measure per Record of Votes
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