
STAND. COM. REP. NO.

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB18 ,2022

RE: H.B. No. 1653
H.D. 2

Honorable Scott K. Saiki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty—First State Legislature
Regular Session of 2022
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs, to which was
referred I-LB. No. 1653, H.D. 1, entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO AQUATIC RESOURCES,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to strengthen the penalties
for violations of the State’s aquatic resources law by:

(1) Establishing a tiered administrative fine system for
each specimen of aquatic life taken, killed, or injured;

(2) Establishing a criminal fine structure on a per—specimen
basis for violations involving aquatic life;

(3) Authorizing the Department of Land and Natural Resources
to recommend community service that benefits the
resource damaged when a person is ordered to perform
community service in lieu of a fine; and

(4) Authorizing the Department of Land and Natural Resources
to recommend to the court that defendants be restricted
from entering specific geographical areas where aquatic
resources may be found, including ocean waters,
estuaries, rivers, and streams.
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Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Department of Land and Natural Resources; Kauhako Ohana
Association; Mãlama Papükea-Waimea; Moana Ohana; Kua’ãina Ulu
‘Auamo; Hawai’i Fishermen’s Alliance for Conservation and
Tradition, Inc.; and two individuals. Your Committee received
testimony in opposition to this measure from Ocean Tourism
Coalition. Your Committee received comments on this measure from
the Department of the Attorney General and For the Fishes.

Your Committee finds that Hawaii’s aquatic resources serve
significant importance to agriculture, tourism, food production,
and fisheries in the State. A critical component of effective
resource management is ensuring that management agencies have the
appropriate enforcement tools and penalties to encourage
compliance with the State’s aquatic resource laws to ensure just
and reasonable punishment for violations.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Specifying that the Department of Land and Natural
Resources may recommend certain probationary terms and
conditions relating to fishing activities and equipment
for a defendant to the applicable court; and

(2) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs that is attached to this
report, your Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of
H.B. No. 1653, H.D. 1, as amended herein, and recommends that it
be referred to your Committee on Finance in the form attached
hereto as H.B. No. 1653, H.D. 2.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Judiciary &
Hawaiian Affairs,

~ASHI~~hai~
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State of Hawaii

House of Representatives

The Thirty-first Legislature J43tRi ~~dj .23
Record of Votes of the Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

f~ WAL.)~HPr)FIN
U The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: U Pass, unamended (as is) Pass, with amendments (HD) U Hold
U Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

JHA Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. NAKASHIMA, Mark M. (C)

2. MATAYOSHI, Scot Z. (VC)

3. ICHIYAMA, Linda

4. KOBAYASHI, Dale T.

5. LoPRESTI, Matthew S.

6. LOWEN, Nicole E.

7. McKELVEY, Angus L.K.

8. NAKAMURA, Nadine K.

9. TAKUMI, Roy M.

• 10. TODD, Chric~

11. TOKIOKA, James Kunane

12. WARD, Gene

• TOTAL (12) 9
The recommendation is: Adopted U Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee -~~uplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


