STAND. COM. REP. NO.?Z*‘Q*/

Honolulu, Hawaiil

MAR 24 2022
RE: H.B. No. 1635
H.D. 2
S.D. 1

Honorable Ronald D. Kouchi
President of the Senate
Thirty-First State Legislature
Regular Session of 2022

State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Health, to which was referred H.B.
No. 1635, H.D. 2, entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO HEALTH CARE,"
begs leave to report as follows:
The purpose and intent of this measure is to:

(1) Establish the Rural Health Task Force within the
Department of Health to prepare and develop solutions
and make recommendations on registered nurse recruiltment
and retention in rural areas of Maui, Molokai, and
Lanai; and

(2) Require the Rural Health Task Force to submit a report
of its findings, recommendations, and any proposed
legislation to the Legislature prior to the Regular
Session of 2023.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from one member of the Maui County Council, Hana Health, Hawai‘i
Primary Care Association, La&na‘i Community Health Center, Mauil
Chamber of Commerce, The Queen's Health Systems, and Molokai
Community Health Center. Your Committee received comments on this
measure from the Department of Health, Department of Human

Services, and Hawai‘l State Center for Nursing.
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Your Committee finds that there is a shortage of health care
workers in the State, which is most severe on the neighbor islands
and in other rural communities. This measure would provide the
Department of Health with assistance from the health care
providers in east Maui, Molokai, and Lanai in developing tangible
action steps to assist with the recruitment and retention of
registered nurses in these areas.

Your Committee acknowledges the testimony of the Department
of Human Services, which notes that although it provides access to
health care coverage and works with hospitals and nursing
facilities, it does not have expertise in the recruitment,
employment, or management of registered nurses, and thus requests
to be removed from the task force.

Therefore, your Committee has amended this measure by
removing the Department of Human Services from the Rural Health
Task Force.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Health that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B.

No. 1635, H.D. 2, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass
Second Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 1635,

H.D. 2, 8S.D. 1, and be referred to your Committees on Commerce and
Consumer Protection and Ways and Means.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Health,

RETT KEOHCKALOLE, Chair
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The Senate
Thirty-First Legislature
State of Hawai‘i

Record of Votes
Committee on Health
HTH

Bill / Resolution No.:*

ol H% HD1

Committee Referral:

HTH, OPN[/ WAM

Date:
3-23-J0aq_

M The Committee is reconsidering its previous decision on this measure.
If s, then the previous decision was to: iﬂ& § wWith amendments

The Recommendation is:

D Pass, unamended [ZrPass, with amendments |:| Hold [:’ Recommit

2312 2311 2310 2313

Members Aye Aye (WR) Nay Excused
KEOHOKALOLE, Jarrett (C) v
BAKER, Rosalyn H. (VC) v
MORIWAKI, Sharon Y. v’
SAN BUENAVENTURA, Joy A. g
FEVELLA, Kurt v~

TOTAL oS |- - /

Recommendation:

B/Adopted

D Not Adopted

Chair's or Designee’s Signature:

N .

Distribution: : 'Original
File with Committee Report Clerk's Office Drafting Agency Committee File Copy

Yellow

Pink Goldenrod

*Only one measure per Record of Votes

Revised: 1/19/21
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