
STAND. COM. REP. NO.

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB19 ,2021

RE: H.B. No. 1078
H.D. 1

Honorable Scott K. Saiki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty—First State Legislature
Regular Session of 2021
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Education, to which was referred H.B.
No. 1078 entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO THE HAWAII SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF
AND BLIND,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to require:

(1) By August 1, 2021, the Board of Education to meet with
alumni, student, and parent representatives of the
Hawaii School for the Deaf and Blind, other members of
the Hawaii deaf community, and representatives of the
Department of Education on progress to convert the
Hawaii School for the Deaf and Blind to a charter school
and to discuss other alternatives; and

(2) By October 1, 2021, the Department of Education to
develop an implementation plan to transition the Hawaii
School for the Deaf and Blind to a conversion charter
school.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from nine individuals. Your Committee received testimony in
opposition to this measure from the Hawaii Government Employees
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Association, AFSCME Local 152, AFL-CIO. Your Committee received
comments on this measure from the Department of Education.

Your Committee finds that deaf and deaf-blind children are
best served by a specialized school where their special
communication, language, and development needs will be understood.
Your Committee further finds this measure will begin the process
to convert the Hawaii School for the Deaf and Blind to a charter
school, enabling the School to focus on the needs of deaf and
deaf-blind children from early childhood through transitioning to
employment and adult life.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Requiring the State Public Charter School Commission or
applicable authorizer to begin the approval process for
the Hawaii School for the Deaf and Blind to become a
conversion charter school upon receipt of the letter of
intent to convert the School;

(2) Requiring the Department of Education’s implementation
plan to allow for a public school student whose
individualized education program prescribes that the
child needs the support provided by the Hawaii School
for the Deaf and Blind to be granted automatic
admittance into the School;

(3) Requiring conversion charter schools to enroll any
student whose individualized education program
prescribes that the conversion charter school provides
support for blind, deaf, or hard of hearing students;

(4) Changing its effective date to July 1, 2050; and

(5) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Education that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B.
No. 1078, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass Second
Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 1078, H.D. 1, and
be referred to your Committee on Finance.
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Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Education,

JU~
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives JJ($~ %“ 7~

The Thirty-first Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Education

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

~ ~-DN~~Flt4
U The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measu7.

The recommendation is to: U Pass, unamended (as is) Pass, with amendments (HD) U Hold
U Pass short form bill with RD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

EDN Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused
—,

1. WOODSON, Justin H. (C)

2. KAPELA, Jeanne (VC)

3. BELATTI, Della Au

4. DeCOITE, Lynn

5. GANADEN, Sonny \/

6. GATES, Cedric Asuega ~/ /

7. HASHIMOTO, Troy N.

8. OHNO, Takashi .•./

9. QUINLAN, Sean /

10. TAKAYAMA, Gregg ‘-../ /

11. YAMANE, Ryan I.

12. OKIMOTO, Val

TOTAL (12)/
The recommendation is: \Ei Adopted U Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
~ co ee acronym(s)

—

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signatur

Distribution: Original (White) — Co it e up cate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


