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THE SENATE 
THIRTY-FIRST LEGISLATURE, 2022 S _ B _ N O _ 

2.02.5 
STATE 0F HAWAII 

JAN 19 2022 

A BILL FOR AN ACT 

RELATING TO THE DISCLOSURE OF VITAL STATISTICS RECORDS. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HAWAII: 

SECTION l. The purpose of this Act is to: 

(l) Enable the department of health to disclose Vital 

statistics records for public health purposes; and 

(2) Update the categories of those who are able to access 

otherwise confidential vital statistics records. 

SECTION 2. Section 338—18, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is 

amended to read as follows: 

"§338-18 Disclosure of records. (a) To protect the 

integrity of vital statistics records, to ensure their proper 

use, and to ensure the efficient and proper administration of 

the vital statistics system, it shall be unlawful for any person 

to permit inspection of, or to disclose information contained in 

vital statistics records, or to copy or issue a copy of all or 

part of any such record, except as authorized by this part [9% 

by] and in a manner consistent with rules adopted by the 

department of health. 
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(b) The department shall not permit inspection of public 

health statistics records, or issue a certified copy of any such 

record or part thereof, unless it is satisfied that the 

applicant has a direct and tangible interest in the record. The 

following exclusive list of persons and agencies shall be 

considered to have a direct and tangible interest in a public 

health statistics record: 

(l) The registrant; 

(2) The spouse of the registrant; 

(3) A parent of the registrant; 

(4) A descendant of the registrant; 

(5) A person having a common ancestor with the registrant; 

(6) A legal guardian of the registrant; 

(7) A person or agency acting on behalf of the registrant; 

(8) A personal representative of the registrant's estate; 

(9) A person whose right to inspect or obtain a certified 

copy of the record is established by an order of a 

court of competent jurisdiction; 

(10) Adoptive parents who have filed a petition for 

adoption and who need to determine the death of one or 

2022—0418 SB SMA-l.dOC 2 

HllHlfllflllHlWIVllflllVll‘flllllHflllllHWWIHMmWWIHlflllflmfillllflllHIEIIIIIIHIIIIHIIH



10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

Page3 

(c) 

SB. No.2”; 

more of the prospective adopted child's natural or 

legal parents; 

A person who needs to determine the marital status of 

a former spouse in order to determine the payment of 

alimony; 

A person or agencX who needs to determine the death of 

a [nea¥e%a%eé] co—owner of Egg; property [pafehaseé 

aaéer—a~jeiae—&enaney—ag¥eemea€]; and 

[A—pefsefi—whe—Heeés—a—deaEH—eer€$§éea€e—§er—%he 

a 

. . 

E a y . 

pe%&ey7] A person or agency who needs vital 
statistics records for a public health purpose, as 

determined by the director of health. 

The department may permit the use [+]of[+] the data 

contained in public health [s%a€és€éea&] statistics records for 

research purposes only, but no identifying use thereof shall be 

made. ”Research purposes” under this section are limited to 

those that have been approved by the department's institutional 

review committee. 
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[+d+——£aéex—éaéa—eeas%s%$fig—eé—aame—afié—sex—eé—ehe 

f€g§5§¥aHeT—Eype—eé—véea%—eveaET—aad—sueh-eehe%—é&&%fifi+4%fia 

+e+] ( ) The department may permit persons working on 

genealogy projects access to microfilm or other copies of vital 
records of events that occurred more than seventy—five years 

prior to the current year. 

[Egg E}. J. .1]; a. 

+g+] (e) The department shall not issue a verification in 

lieu of a certified copy of any such record, or any part 

thereof, unless it is satisfied that the applicant requesting a 

verification is: 

(l) A person who has a direct and tangible interest in the 

record but requests a verification in lieu of a 

certified copy; 
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(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

SB. NO. 2025 

A governmental agency that, for a legitimate 

government purpose, maintains and needs to update 

official lists of persons in the ordinary course of 

the agency's activities. Notwithstanding other 

provisions of this section, upon request from a 

governmental agency of the State of Hawaii or its 

political subdivisions, the department may further 

disclose to that governmental agency the date of the 

vital event that has been verified; 

A [geveramea€a&—ag£§wfi%—ef] government, private, 

social, or educational agency or organization that 

seeks confirmation of a certified copy of any such 

record submitted in support of or information provided 

about a Vital event relating to any such record and 

contained in an official application made in the 

ordinary course of the agency's or organization's 

activities by an individual seeking employment with, 

entrance to, or the services or products of the agency 

or organization; 

A private or government attorney who seeks to confirm 

information about a vital event relating to any such 
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repealed. 

SB. NO. 202$ 

record that was acquired during the course of or for 

purposes of legal proceedings; or 

An individual employed, endorsed, or sponsored by a 

governmental agency, or private, social, or 

educational agency or organization who seeks to 

confirm information about a vital event relating to 

preparation of reports or publications by the agency 

or organization for research or educational purposes." 

SECTION 3. Section 338—18.5, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is 

[nEsags 38.5} shafa'ag eé vita; Seaea'sea'es Eeeerés with 
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SECTION 4. Statutory material to be repealed is bracketed 

and stricken. New statutory material is underscored. 

SECTION 5. This Act shall take effect upon its approval. 

INTRODUCED BY: 
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SB. NO. 202$ 

Report Title: 
Disclosure of Vital Records for Public Health Purposes 

Description: 
Amends and repeals sections in chapter 338, Hawaii Revised 
Statutes, to allow the Department of Health to disclose vital 
statistics records for public health purposes. Updates 
eligibility requirements for access to confidential vital 
records. 

The summary description of legislation appearing on this page is for informational purposes only and is 
not legislation or evidence of legislative intent. 
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