GOV. MSG. NO. 1124

EXECUTIVE CHAMBERS
HONOLULU

DAVID Y. IGE
GOVERNOR

June 8, 2022
The Honorable Ronald D. Kouchi, The Honorable Scott K. Saiki,
President Speaker and Members of the
and Members of the Senate House of Representatives
Thirty-First State Legislature Thirty-First State Legislature
State Capitol, Room 409 State Capitol, Room 431
Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96813 Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96813

Dear President Kouchi, Speaker Saiki, and Members of the Legislature:
This is to inform you that on June 8, 2022, the following bill was signed into law:

SB2767 SD1 HD1 CD1 RELATING TO FISH AGGREGATION DEVICES.
ACT 034

Sincerely,
DAVINJ.Gy
Governor, State of Hawai'i
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THE SENATE 2767

THIRTY-FIRST LEGISLATURE, 2022 S B N O S.D. 1

STATE OF HAWAI ’ : " HD.1
C.D. 1

A BILL FOR AN ACT

RELATING TO FISH AGGREGATION DEVICES.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HAWAII:

SECTION 1. The legislature finds that the State's system
of fish aggregation devices, or FADs, maintained by the Hawaii
institute of marine biology provides enhanced fishing
opportunities for island fishers. In the vast open ocean,
natural and human-made floating objects will commonly attract a
microcosm of marine life, including large pelagic fish species
sought by local anglers. The State's FADs are highly utilized
by Hawaii's pelagic small boat, non-longline fishers, especially
those targeting tuna species.

Maintenance of the FAD program is labor-intensive as the
devices are prone to breaking off and frequently need to be
replaced or recovered and re-deployed. As of January 13, 2022,
twenty-two of the State's fifty-five FADs were missing or off-
station. The impact of a missing FAD or series of FADs to
individual fishers can be great as some depend on them heavily
to locate targeted'pelagic species. A missing FAD can result in
less fish for personal or community consumption and increased

operational costs as fishers shift to targeting distant FADs.
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1 It is highly important that the State maintain funding to

2 sufficiently carry out timely upkeep and replacement of the

3 FADs, thereby minimizing the length of time off-station and the
4 resulting lost fishing opportunities.

5 The average cost of replacing a missing FAD is $12,000.

6 Additional funding sources for the FAD program are currently in
7 development, including the implementation of a non-resident

8 recreational marine fishing license issued by the division of

9 aquatic resources of the department of land and natural

10 resources. Until additional funds are secured, gap funding in
11 the interim will ensure that the FAD program can be maintained
12 effectively.

13 The purpose of this Act is to provide the department of

14 land and natural resources with one-time funding to bring the

1§ state FAD program up to full capacity.

16 SECTION 2. There is appropriated out of the general

17 revenues of the State of Hawaii the sum of $350,000 or so much
18 thereof as may be necessary for fiscal year 2022-2023 to support
19 the fish aggregation device program.
20 The sum appropriated shall be expended by the department of

21 land and natural resources for the purposes of this Act.
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SECTION 3. This Act shall take effect on July 1, 2022.
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APPROVED this 8 day of June , 2022

prit o Sy

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF HAWAII



SB.No.2767,S.D.1,HD. 1,CD. 1

THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF HAWAI‘1

Date: May 3, 2022
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

We hereby certify that the foregoing Bill this day passed Final Reading in the Senate

of the Thirty-First Legislature of the State of Hawai ‘i, Regular Session of 2022.

Vb '
B%fthe%

Clerk of the Senate

35-22



SB No. 2767,SD 1,HD 1,CD 1

THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF HAWAII

Date: May 3, 2022
Honolulu, Hawaii

We hereby certify that the above-referenced Bill on this day passed Final Reading in the

House of Representatives of the Thirty-First Legislature of the State of Hawaii, Regular Session

of 2022.

(&

Scott K. Saiki
Speaker
House of Representatives

. L e~

Brian L. Takeshita
Chief Clerk
House of Representatives



