


















































 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

June 10, 2020 
 
To Whom it May Concern, 
 
Common Ground Collective (CGC) is one of the organizations participating in the state-wide 
planting day on October 30, 2020 and a participant of the ReTree Hawai’i coordination team. 
We see a great value in this statewide initiative. There has never been a more urgent time to 
invest in island resilience and adaptation. In light of the COVID-19 pandemic and climate crisis 
upon us the need for more resilience across Hawai’i has never been more clear.  
 
Hawai’i is vulnerable to coral bleaching, sea level rise, species extinctions, extreme weather 
events, and we are already seeing the effects. Among the greenhouse gas offsetting proposals 
in the State of Hawaii Office of Planning Climate Change Mitigation Strategy, “urban forestry” 
and “green infrastructure” have been among the primary goals for urban and built environments 
for the state. Trees create shade, offer natural resource services, like protecting watersheds, 
filtering pollutants, providing clean water, enhancing biodiversity, all while sequestering carbon 
that would otherwise heat the planet.  
 
Encouraging planting within all sectors creates a teaching opportunity and feeling of 
connectedness and responsibility among our island community. It will act to enhance the beauty 
of our islands, and can help to feed our community when planting fruit bearing trees and offer 
other value-added products, like​ ‘ulu pies, olive oil, guacamole, and coconut milk/water t​hat can 
also assist in increasing island self-sufficiency and economic strength. 
 
I would encourage your organization to help support this very worthy cause and I believe it will 
offer a good ROE (Return on Environment). 
 

Mahalo for your consideration, 
 
Ananda Stone 
CGC Chair 
cgcmaui@gmail.com 
Commongroundcollective.com 
(808) 281-4591 
 





The Friends of Haleakalā National Park 
P. O. Box 322, Makawao, HI 96768 

www.fhnp.org 
 
 

June 18, 2020 
 
  

 
 
 
To whom it may concern;  
 
The Friends of Haleakala National Park (FHNP) is one of the organizations participating in the 
state-wide planting project on October 30, 2020 and a participant of the ReTree Hawai’i 
coordination team. Our particular interest is in helping to re-establish native forest species to 
stabilize our ecosystems. We see a great value in this statewide initiative. There has never 
been a more urgent time to invest in island resilience and adaptation. In light of the COVID-19 
pandemic and climate crisis upon us the need for more resilience across Hawai’i has never 
been more clear. Hawai’i is vulnerable to coral bleaching, sea level rise, species extinctions, 
extreme weather events, and we are already seeing the effects. Among the greenhouse gas 
offsetting proposals in the State of Hawaii Office of Planning Climate Change Mitigation 
Strategy, “urban forestry” and “green infrastructure” have been among the primary goals for 
urban and built environments for the state. Trees create shade, offer natural resource services, 
like protecting watersheds, filtering pollutants, providing clean water, enhancing biodiversity, all 
while sequestering carbon that would otherwise heat the planet. FHNP is happy to offer 
support to this project. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
Matt Wordeman,   president  Friends of Haleakala National Park.  
 
 
 





Martin Frye 
Maui Nui Seabird Recovery Project 
P.O. Box 903 
Makawao, Hawai'i 96768 

Office: 572-3500 
Email: mfrye@hawaii.edu 

- 
2020-06-23 
 

To whom it may concern, 
 
Aloha and mahalo for your time in considering giving financial support to Lā Hoʻoulu Pae Moku – ReTree 
Hawaiʻi. On behalf of Maui Nui Seabird Recovery Project, which is a partnering group for this year’s 
October 30 state-wide planting day, I would like to add our support for ReTree's continued efforts to 
seek funds to supplement community groups who would like to host a planting event, but who do not 
have funding for planting materials.  
 
Every additional group adds to the chain of districts across the islands coming together to reinvest in 
their community by reinforcing one of Hawaiʻi’s most beloved positive externalities: the abundant 
vegetation, particularly native species assemblages that fulfill ecosystem and cultural functions. 
Importantly, the way ReTree has constructed the event, host sites can structure planting events into an 
action that produces a result appropriate to the host sites needs, and in the process promotes precisely 
the kind of goodwill that strengthens communities. 
 
If there should be any reason to follow-up or correspond more regarding our support for the October 30 
state-wide planting event, please contact me at the email address listed above. 
  
 Aloha, 
 
Martin Frye 
 



 

PO Box 791180, Paia, HI 96779  |  808-419-5143  |  sierraclubmauigroup@gmail.com  |  mauisierraclub.org 

Emailed correspondence reduces paper waste. If you do print this letter, please recycle. Mahalo. 

 

 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

 

Sierra Club Maui Group considers the Lā	Ho‘olu	Paemoku./ReTree	Hawaii	project	to	be	of	major	

importance	for	Maui.	It	has	the	potential	to	greatly	increase	the	awareness	across	the	County	of	the	

threats	of	climate	change,	to	bring	together	people	of	all	ages	and	many	organizations	to	work	on	

solutions	and	to	collectively	put	many	plants	in	the	ground	on	October	30,	2020.	Planting	trees	is	

one	of	the	most	effective	actions	ordinary	citizens	can	take	to	mitigate	climate	change	and	it	will	

provide	many	additional	benefits	for	Maui	County.	

	

Me	ka	ha‘aha‘a,	

	
Rob	Weltman	

Chairperson,	Sierra	Club	Maui	Group	

	

MALAMA I KA HONUA 
Cherish the Earth 



MAUI FOREST BIRD RECOVERY PROJECT 
2465 OLINDA ROAD 
MAKAWAO, HI 96768 
TEL 808.573.0280  
WWW.MAUIFORESTBIRDS.ORG 

 
 

 
 
June 25, 2020   
 
To Whom it May Concern, 
 
Our organization would like to offer our support to ReTree Hawaii and the state-wide planting 
efforts being organized for October 30, 2020. 
 
MFBRP is dedicated to reforestation efforts across Maui and promoting the use of native 
species at every elevation.  
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Dr. Hanna Mounce 
 
MFBRP Coordinator 
mounce@hawaii.edu 



 

June   10,   2020  
 
 
To   Whom   It   May   Concern:   
 
ReTree   Hawaii   is   unique.  
  
ReTree   Hawaii   is   essen�al   at   this   moment   in   �me   when   many   economic,   social,   and   cultural   decisions  
of   socie�es   across   the   world   within   the   last   half-century   (at   least)   have   run   counter   to   and/or   without  
considera�on   of   the   natural   rhythms   and   sustained   health   of   our   planet.   Consequences   are   seen   every  
day   under   the   banner   of   climate   change    
 
With   aggregated   effort   in   the   spirit   of   mi�ga�on,   Montessori   School   of   Maui’s   Middle   School   Program   is  
commi�ed   to   ReTree   Hawaii   on   October   30,   2020   when   we   plan   to   plant   trees   in   our   Upcountry  
community    With   your   support   to   offset   the   cost   of   purchasing   plants,   schoolchildren   and   families   will  
affably   get   their   hands   dirty.   This   community   service   is   an�cipated   to   �e   into   the   study   of   the   economy  
through   an   environmental   cost   perspec�ve.   
 
Montessori   School   of   Maui   thanks   you   for   considering   a   financial   partnership   with   ReTree   Hawaii   
 
With   Warm   Aloha,   
 

 
 
Jeffrey   Friedman  
Middle   School   Lead   Guide  
Montessori   School   of   Maui   
 

growing   global   citizens   since   1978  
 

2933   Baldwin   Avenue     |     Makawao,   Hawai`i   96768     |     ph:   808.573.0374     |     fax:   808.573.0389     |     www.momi.org  
 



 

 

 
The Sustainable Tourism 
Association of Hawai`i is a 
non-profit organization 
(founded in 1996) that is 
focused on protecting 
Hawaii’s natural and 
cultural resources through 
the promotion of responsible 
tourism and educational 
programs. 
 

 
 
 

 

 

15 JULY 2020 

 

Rob Weltman 
ReTree Hawai`i 
info@retree-hawaii.org 

Dear Rob Weltman, 

This is a letter of support for your endeavor, ReTree Hawa`i, 
from the Sustainable Tourism Association of Hawai`i. 

Let’s face it, nature needs us!  And, of course we need 
nature and wild places to stay wild.  We loudly applaud your 
project to try bring more native trees to our beautiful island 
home.  The world deserves many, many more caring people 
like you who not only want to make a positive difference, 
but actually put the effort into making your vision happen. 

We realize all too much the challenges of achieving 
conservation goals, especialliy during these uncertain times.  
We hope this letter somehow asists you in assisting to make 
this a successful project.  Please feel free to pass along this 
letter to whomever may be helpful.  We’re looking forward 
to the event! 

Mahalo, 

  
Cheryl S. King, MSc. 
Sustainable Tourism Association of Hawai`i 
Program Assistant 
(808) 800-3531 
communications@sustainabletourismhawaii.org 
www.sustainabletourismhawaii.org 

 



Re: Support Letter for ReTree Hawaii planting event
October 30?

From: Taylor Marsh | nativeoahu@gmail.com Thursday, Jun 25, 11:54 AM

To: ReTree Hawaii | robw@worldspot.com

Aloha Rob, so sorry for the delay.

I fully support this tree planting initiative. It is dire that Hawaii put as many resources as needed to reforest urban,
agricultural, and upland areas for carbon sequestration in the face of climate change, wildfire, development,
invasive species, and growing erosion problems. ReTree Hawaii is dedicated to planting large numbers of native
plants and trees to perpetuate native species in the landscape which can have a positive impact on the economy,
culture, and marine health. Native Ecosystem Services LLC offers to assist this initiative by donating native trees
for planting on the island of Oahu.

Please feel free to contact me at anytime.

Mahalo,
Taylor Marsh

--
Taylor Marsh
Pu'u O Kona Native Nursery and Seed Bank
Native Ecosystem Services LLC
www.nativeecosystemservices.com
(808) 469-9432

From: M ReTree Hawaii | info@retree-hawaii.org Wednesday, Jun 24, 3:20 PM

Letter of support for ReTree Hawaii?



Aloha mai e Tyler Marsh,

Any chance you can send a brief email today supporting the event?

Many of the organizations participating in the state-wide planting day October 30 this year will be providing their
own plants. Your organization may be one of them. Others, particularly schools, are not able to do that so ReTree
Hawaii is fundraising to cover the costs of plants where needed. An important part of the fundraising plan is
applying for public and private grants. To help show community support and involvement (and thereby increasing
the likelihood of raising the funds we need), we request that you send us (info@retree-hawaii.org) a letter of
support for the campaign. If you can do that on Native Ecosystem Services stationery, all the better.

If you have any questions about this request for a letter of support, please don't hesitate to contact us at the
email address below.

Me ke aloha,
Rob Weltman

Learn more at:
https://retree-hawaii.org

Please reply to:
info@retree-hawaii.org





 
Spencer Kashiwa 

Field Operation Manager 

Kōke’e Resource Conservation Program 

January 19, 2022 

 

 

Rob Weltman 

Chief Organizer 

Lā Ho‘oulu Pae Moku- ReTree Hawai‘i 

info@retree-hawaii.org 

https://retree-hawaii.org 

 

Subject: Letter of support for the ReTree- Hawai’i, State-wide planting campaign  

 

To whom it may concern, 

 

The purpose of this letter is to support the ReTree- Hawai‘i campaign 2022-2023 with the 

increasing of previous efforts for tree planting activities throughout the State of Hawai‘i.   

 

As participants in the 2020-2021 campaign, the Kōke’e Resource Conservation Program (KRCP) 

was a part of a coordinated large-scale planting project, adding greater significance and purpose 

to an individual planting project.  KRCP hosted a planting project in the native forests of Kōke’e, 

Kaua‘i and due to the coordination of the ReTree- Hawai‘i campaign, staff members were able to 

participate in another hosted planting project.   

 

This project serves multiple purposes that benefits the environment and the communities of the 

islands.  With the substantial planting project by the ReTree campaign, will help combat climate 

change on a global scale, aid in forest restoration projects, and provide the aesthetics and other 

beneficial results in public and private areas.  The multiple planting projects provide opportunities 

for the public to participate, network, and connect to the lands of their community.  Having an 

organized and State-wide campaign increases the outreach and will draw greater attention to the 

cause and need for a campaign such as ReTree- Hawai‘i. 

 

The future funding for this project will benefit the islands by contributing to previous efforts and 

provide the future owners of the islands with what they will need.  Balance is needed in Hawai‘i 

and the world, this ReTree- Hawai‘i campaign aims to harmonize the communities to the lands  to 

which they belong to. 

 

 
Spencer Kashiwa 

Field Operation Manager 

Kōke’e Resource Conservation Program 



  
  

   

      

       

 

                

             

                

                 

   

                

             

                

  



To whom it may concern,

I am a 4th grade teacher at Kula Elementary School in Maui Hawai’i. Retree Hawai’i gave all the
3rd and 4th grade students at our school the opportunity to connect their learning of native
plants into an opportunity to take action in their community. Through the generosity of Retree
Hawai’i we were able to plant and distribute 30 native plants on our school campus. This made
the learning meaningful for my students and will give them something to remember for years to
come.

Thank you,

Brit Oliphant



 Wednesday, January 19, 2022 

 State of Hawaii 
 RE: ReTRee Hawaii 

 To Whom It May Concern: 

 Please accept this le�er of support for the ReTree Hawaii program. As the Adolescent Program Director 
 at Montessori School of Maui (MOMI), I have and will con�nue to make ReTree an important curriculum 
 piece every Autumn. 

 This year we were grateful to plant, among several varie�es, nearly fi�y trees across our nine-acre 
 campus. Students were involved in all aspects of site sourcing, soil analysis, plant research, plant 
 request, plant pick up, plan�ng, documenta�on, and MOMI community educa�on/promo�on. 

 Sustained and addi�onal funding will enable con�nued learning and stewardship among our keiki. Thank 
 you very much. 

 Warmly, 

 Jeffrey Friedman 
 Program DIrector & Lead Guide 
 Montessori School of Maui Middle School 

 growing global citizens since 1978 

 2933 Baldwin Avenue  |  Makawao, Hawai`i 96768  |  ph: 808.573.0374  |  fax: 808.573.0389  |  www.momi.org 



 

 

 

                        HI`ipaka LLC 

 

November 03, 2021 

To: North Shore Land Trust, Tim Tybuszewski 
 
RE: Invoice Plant Purchase 
 
50 plants at $6 each 
(mix of Ohai, Ohelo kai and Ilima) 
 
Grand total: $300 
 
 
 
Payment is due to Hi`ipaka LLC. 
Thank you for preserving the beautiful North Shore. 
 
Malama, 
Hinano Tangaro 
 
 



 
 

Pōhāhā I Ka Lani 
 P.O. Box 412  

Kurtistown, HI 96760  
 

January 19, 2022 

 

 

TO: House Committee on Finance and Senate Committee on Ways and Means 
FR: Kūlia Kauhi Tolentino-Potter, President of Pōhāhā I Ka Lani 
 
RE: Grant-in-Aid for Pōhāhā I Ka Lani 
 

Aloha mai kākou,  

Mahalo nui for providing such opportunities for wonderful organizations such as ReTree 
Initiative, to apply for funding to further their great work.  

We have had the privelege to partner with ReTree Initiative for two years now along 
with many other nonprofits working to Hoʻoulu our native forests. There were 
opportunities on each island for community members to come forward and volunteer to 
do their part in helping this great cause. It is through organizations such as this, that 
Hawaiʻi stands a great chance in doing its part to save honua. As it is in hopes that 
through these efforts many will become inspired and the hana maikaʻi continues.  

It is an honor to be writing this letter of support for such a wonderful organization.  

 

Me ka haʻahaʻa a ka ʻo ia ʻiʻo,  

Kūlia Kauhi Tolentino-Potter  
 



 

 
 
 
 

 

University of the Nations 
Youth With A Mission 

Kona, Hawaii 
 

     January 20, 2022 
 
 
To Whom it May Concern, 
 
The University of the Nations has been proud to participate in the campaign of ReTree Hawaii to plant trees  
across the state.  We support and recommend this valuable program. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Vernon Byrd  
Head of Department 
College of Science and Technology 
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