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DECLARATION STATEMENT OF 

APPLICANTS FOR GRANTS PURSUANT TO 

CHAPTER 42F, HAWAI'I REVISED STATUTES 

 

 

The undersigned authorized representative of the applicant certifies the following: 

 

1) The applicant meets and will comply with all of the following standards for the award of grants pursuant 

to Section 42F-103, Hawai'i Revised Statutes: 

 

a) Is licensed or accredited, in accordance with federal, state, or county statutes, rules, or ordinances, to 

conduct the activities or provide the services for which a grant is awarded; 

 

b) Complies with all applicable federal and state laws prohibiting discrimination against any person on 

the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, creed, sex, age, sexual orientation, or disability; 

 

c) Agrees not to use state funds for entertainment or lobbying activities; and 

 

d) Allows the state agency to which funds for the grant were appropriated for expenditure, legislative 

committees and their staff, and the auditor full access to their records, reports, files, and other related 

documents and information for purposes of monitoring, measuring the effectiveness, and ensuring the 

proper expenditure of the grant. 

 

2) If the applicant is an organization, the applicant meets the following requirements pursuant to Section 42F-

103, Hawai'i Revised Statutes: 

 

a) Is incorporated under the laws of the State; and 

 

b) Has bylaws or policies that describe the manner in which the activities or services for which a grant is 

awarded shall be conducted or provided. 

 

3) If the applicant is a non-profit organization, it meets the following requirements pursuant to Section 42F-

103, Hawai'i Revised Statutes: 

 

a) Is determined and designated to be a non-profit organization by the Internal Revenue Service; and  

 

b) Has a governing board whose members have no material conflict of interest and serve without 

compensation. 

 

Pursuant to Section 42F-103, Hawai'i Revised Statutes, for grants used for the acquisition of land, when the 

organization discontinues the activities or services on the land acquired for which the grant was awarded and 

disposes of the land in fee simple or by lease, the organization shall negotiate with the expending agency for a 

lump sum or installment repayment to the State of the amount of the grant used for the acquisition of the land.  

 

Further, the undersigned authorized representative certifies that this statement is true and correct to the best of 

the applicant's knowledge. 

 

  

  Institute for Native Pacific Education and Culture (INPEACE                                          
(Typed Name of Individual or Organization) 
 

                                                                                          January 19, 2022 
 (Signature)      (Date) 
 

   Maile Keli‘ipio-Acoba                                              Chief Executive Officer 
(Typed Name)      (Title) 
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Objective 1:  Expand exhibit reach and access to neighbor island residents, through the 

procurement of shipping crates that allow for interisland transport of the 

current Kapa exhibit.  

Objective 2: Increase youth engagement in the exploration of culture-based STEM 

concepts, by engaging 1,200 Hawai‘i residents, consisting of youth and their 

families, with culture-based exhibits, in three (3) rural O‘ahu communities 

and one (1) in Hilo.  

Objective 3: Increase opportunities for expanded engagement of youth visitors through the 

development of an interactive website that provides expanded information, 

community resources, and additional activities that can be done at home.   

 

Public Purpose and Need to be Served 

This Kaulele request addresses two primary public purposes:   

• Primarily, it seeks to address the achievement gap for Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islanders 

and ethnic minorities in Hawai‘i, through increased access to out-of-school learning 

opportunities. This aligns with the commitment of the Hawai‘i public school system’s 

2017-2020 Strategic Plan to “achieve equity and excellence, so that all students can 

successfully discover and embark upon their chosen path in life.”  

• It also aligns with the Hawai’i State Foundation on Culture and the Arts mission “To 

promote, perpetuate and preserve culture and the arts in Hawaiʻi.” 

 

Despite a history of intellectual prowess, cultural excellence, and strength dating back over 500 

years before Western contact in 1778, current data shows a dismal achievement gap between 

Native Hawaiian students compared with others. Historic and structural inequities have caused 

distressed educational engagement and low educational outcomes, more so in rural O‘ahu and 

neighbor island communities where access to informal learning opportunities and advanced 

learning resources is limited. This ongoing disconnect between the current education system and 

Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander (NHPI) world views has resulted in Native Hawaiians having 

the second lowest proficiency achievement rates in science and math, second only to Pacific 

Islanders, including Tongans, Samoans and Micronesians, residing in Hawai‘i.  Native Hawaiian 

high school students in rural O‘ahu and neighbor island communities scoring as low as 11% in 

science and 7% in math, lagging behind the state average (HIDOE Strive HI Reports, 2016). 

 

Native Hawaiians are also underrepresented in the STEM fields, academically and 

professionally. Scholar Joshua Ka‘akua notes that “Native Hawaiian undergraduate and graduate 

student enrollments in each of the STEM colleges at the University of Hawai‘i are well below 

parity with the State population (23.1%): 13.2% in Tropical Agriculture, 11.9% in Engineering, 

8.8% in Natural Sciences, 6.5% in Medicine, and 4.4% in Ocean and Earth Sciences.” Ka‘akua 

also notes “the combined working population of Native Hawaiians, Pacific Islanders, and ‘Other 

Race’ (grouped by U.S. Census due to small sample size) represents 4.6% of the total U.S. 

workforce, but only 1.4% of STEM occupations. This makes Native Hawaiians and Pacific 

Islanders the most underrepresented ethnic group in the nation in STEM employment.” 

 

The issue of Native Hawaiian exposure, interest and engagement in STEM remains central to 

discussions among stakeholders seeking to provide pathways to advanced STEM learning and 

Native Hawaiian employment in STEM fields, projected to continue to grow substantially. 
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Objective 1: Expand exhibit reach and access to neighbor island residents, through the 

procurement of shipping crates that allow for interisland transport of the current Kapa exhibit.  

This project is requesting support to expand the capacity of the exhibit to travel to and serve 

neighbor island communities.  Currently in the process of seeking fabricators and securing cost 

estimates, the project is seeking funds to procure the build-out and delivery of carrying cases/ 

shipping crates, such as Pelican cases, to contain and transport ten (10) large 8’x4’ panels and 

their standing mechanisms, that make up the informational stations.  We will also retrofit 

shipping cases for exhibit tables and smaller equipment and materials needed for each activity 

station.   

Measurables:  

• 10 large shipping containers constructed and delivered, that are sufficient to house 

and transport exhibit panels via an interisland carrier.   

• 5 large shipping containers constructed and delivered, for the transport of exhibit 

activity tables.  

• Sufficient number of carrying cases, constructed, and delivered, for the transport of 

activity equipment and materials.   

 

Objective 2: Increase youth engagement in the exploration of culture-based STEM concepts, by 

engaging 1,200 Hawai’i residents, consisting of youth and their families, with culture-based 

exhibits, in three (3) rural O‘ahu communities and one (1) in Hilo.   

This project proposes to host a total of four (4) indigenous STEM exhibits of The Story of Kapa 

Making in Hawai‘i:  

• Three 1- to 3- week exhibits in rural O‘ahu communities, consisting of the Leeward 

Coast, North Shore, and Waimanalo areas.   

• One 2- to 4-week exhibit in Hilo.   

We are currently engaged with Kamehameha Schools, the Hawai‘i Department of Education, and 

community-based facilities to secure commitments for community spaces and times for each 

exhibit.  

Measurables:  

• 3 of exhibits hosted on O‘ahu 

• 1 of exhibits hosted on neighbor islands 

• 25 days of public exhibits provided  

• Total 1,200 of exhibit visitors  

o 1,00 youth visitors 

o 200 adult visitors  

o 1,200 Hawai‘i residents  

o # of Hawai‘i visitors (data collection) 

 

Objective 3: Increase opportunities for expanded engagement of youth visitors through the 

development of an interactive website that provides expanded information, community 

resources, and additional activities that can be done at home.   

The project team continues to develop learning objectives and take-home activities to 

supplement the learning for visitors.  The project seeks to digitize this curriculum onto a website 

that can be accessed by the visitor via the utilization of QR codes.  At each of the learning 

stations, a QR code will be available for the visitor to scan.  Upon accessing the site, they will 

find expanded information, links to resource materials, listings and links for community events 
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Fortunately, the travelling exhibit on Kapa is currently undergoing beta-testing and evaluation. 

The findings from the evaluation continue to inform the Kapa exhibit and will provide continued 

guidance for all future exhibits developed by Kaulele.  The evaluation process, conducted in 

partnership with Kamehameha Schools Research & Evaluation Department, is testing the project 

concepts and prototypes with students, educators, and the general public and collecting feedback 

through a variety of methods, including surveys, as well as pre- and post-testing evaluation 

forms. General observation techniques are also being utilized to evaluate how students interact 

with the exhibit. We will also utilize our network of partners, experts, and scholars to provide 

feedback and evaluate the impact of the project. Their background and experience will be vital, 

as their guidance and recommendations will help to determine any adjustments needed to the 

exhibit.  

 

Although much of the intensive research and evaluation is scheduled to be completed prior the 

implementation of this requested proposal, the project will continue to gather broad demographic 

and utilization data.  We will also continue to execute our evaluation and feedback tools on a 

small sample of visitors at each of the sites that we host.  These evaluation tools seek to 

understand the level of interaction, the ability of the exhibit to relay cultural knowledge and 

science, the ability of the visitor to recognize and appreciate the science embedded within the 

cultural practice, and the expressed motivation of the visitor to explore the topic further beyond 

the visit.   

 

The feedback will come in the form of verbal comments, as well as quantitative and qualitative 

evaluation forms completed by exhibit participants. The feedback forms will allow for efficient 

data collection and will be a key component of overall project evaluation. This iterative process 

will also allow us to continually refine and improve the exhibit over time. The data will also 

include, but will not be limited to, the number of participants and the average amount of time 

participants engage with the exhibit. This type of information will both provide an indication of 

the project's reach, as well as clues to changes that might be needed to the project activities. 

Upon the closing of each exhibit site, staff will gather and compile the feedback, analyze the 

findings, and establish tangible steps and timelines for implementing improvement measures.  

Each exhibit change or improvement modification will be documented, to gauge differences and 

improvements in survey results of future exhibits.  

 

One of the primary outcomes goals of the Kapa exhibit was to demonstrate the intersection of 

culture and science, which according to the early survey results was successfully achieved during 

the soft launch on the Waianae Coast in December 2021. 

• Over 90% of exhibit attendees who completed the survey felt they learned new things 

about Hawaiian culture and science – 

o the connection to kapa making and connection of Hawaiian culture and science to 

each other,  

o plan to and/or are interested in seeking out more information related to the 

exhibit, and  

o felt the exhibit had a positive impact on their understanding of science from a 

cultural perspective. 

• A breakdown of the results by male vs female, and Native Hawaiian vs non-Hawaiian, 

was found to have no notable differences seen in their responses. 
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partnered with Waianae Intermediate School for the past 7 years to provide Kupu Ola to students 

aged 12-14 years old.   

 

Kupu Ola, which means “to bring forth or sprout life,” is INPEACE’s culture-based education 

(CBE) and outdoor classroom program that brings project-based cultural programming into 

schools. Funded for the past 7 years by the Hawaii Dept of Human Services -Office of Youth 

Services, Kupu Ola works with at-risk youth, families, educators, and the community to nurture 

identity through hands-on learning, Hawaiian language, and cultural practices that nurture their 

connection to land and community through ʻāina-based learning activities in alternative outdoor 

classroom setting. The outdoor classrooms focus on helping youth feel more connected to the 

land and their community through ʻāina(land)-based learning activities. 

 

The students learn about native plants, science and biology, genealogy, and the environment 

through hands-on project-based activities and Hawaiian cultural practices like storytelling to 

weave culture and academics together for a more interactive learning experience. Through these 

activities, students experience success and grow their sense of self, leadership skills, and ability 

to engage in positive decision-making, reducing risky behaviors and increasing their active 

engagement in school. At the same time, Kupu Ola creates an on-campus resource for training 

and mentorship for interested teachers who see the benefits and want to build CBE into their 

curriculum.  

 

Kupu Ola, provides a foundation and premise for experience gained that will inform and guide 

the development of the Kaulele travelling exhibits. First, the program provides direct access to 

not only students, but also parents and educators. This audience can provide valuable feedback 

on the effectiveness of the exhibit itself. The feedback provided by the parents and teachers will 

continue to help the project to better serve the target populations.  

 

As part of the start up for the planning, design, and implementation of this the Kapa exhibit as a 

pilot project, not brought to fruition and actively in exhibition, research and development mode, 

INPEACE received funding in the past 3 years from organizations that include federal funds 

from The National Science Foundation and The Institute of Museum and Library Sciences.  State 

funds have been awarded by the University of Hawai‘i Hawai‘inuiakea School of Hawaiian 

Knowledge; and private funds and support has been received by Kamehameha Schools, Atherton 

Family Foundation, Cooke Foundation, Central Pacific Bank, and the Windrose Fund.   

 

Over the years INPEACE has been recognized as a highly respected community-based 

organization with the ability to leverage services and mobilize community efforts.  We have 

earned numerous awards and recognitions as a community leader and “Best Place to Work”.  

Since 1994, INPEACE has successfully managed and implemented more than $78 million 

dollars, undergone 20 successful audits, 2 Agency reviews, complied with all the 990 Federal 

Tax Reporting standards, and is currently in good standing as a low-risk auditee.  We currently 

serve over 5,500 annually with 80 year-around staff on 4 islands across the State, and in the last 

25 years, INPEACE has served tens of thousands of Hawai‘i’s families through programs 

focused on improving the quality of life for those impacted by poverty and other risk indicators.    

 

Facilities 
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Alaka‘i Aglipay will serve as the Project Manager (PM).  He will be responsible for the 

facilitation and execution of all project components; ensure that the Objective Work Plan is 

complete, up to date, and executed in a timely and professional manner.  Alaka‘i holds a 

Bachelor of Science degree in Psychology from the University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa and has 

eight years of career and employment counseling.  As a seasoned high school football and 

baseball coach at two very prominent private schools, Alaka’i has strong mentoring and 

leadership skills with youth and has developed skills in event coordination and budget 

management.  

 

Kaulana Eli will serve as the Project Specialist (PS). He will work alongside the PM to execute 

and complete the tasks necessary to accomplish all the goals and objectives on time. Kaulana 

brings to the project years of experience as a cultural practitioner in Hawaiian medicines, food 

preparation, plant cultivation, and ceremonial practices.  His Paired with his experience in 

culture-based programming and educational service delivery to at-risk-youth in Native Hawaiian 

communities, he will be responsible for assisting the PM with the community logistics for the 

exhibits and will take the lead in hosting the Hilo exhibit, gathering information; formatting and 

documenting findings; and ensuring continual alignment of all exhibit materials and design 

elements through an authentic Hawaiian lens and framework. Kaulana is currently working 

toward an academic degree in Hawaiian Studies at Leeward Community College.   

 

Organization Chart 

The following chart illustrates our multi-purpose organization and the placement of this request.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Compensation 

The current salaries of the top three INPEACE Executives are as follows:  All Board of Directors 

serve as unpaid volunteers. 

• Chief Executive Officer $145,107.68 

• Chief Financial Officer  $  82,763.20 

• Chief Program Officer   $   82,763.20 
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Chief Executive Officer 

Administrative Chief Program Officer Chief Financial Officer 
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Ho‘āla        Keiki Steps  Kupu Ola  Ka Lama Education Academy Hi‘ilei 
 

Ho‘oulu Waiwai  Kaulele  

Human Resources Data & Research Digital Media Development 

Project 
Specialist 

Project 
Manager 
















