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Aloha Chair Shimabukuro, Vice Chair Keohokalole, and members of the Committee:

The Department of Hawaiian Home Lands (DHHL) submits comments on these
resolutions urging the Hawaiian Homes Commission to appropriate one hundred per cent
of lease revenues from commercial property uses to homeland lot development. DHHL
appreciates the motivation behind these resolutions and notes that HAR § 10-2-19 details
the duties of commissioners as trustees to: (1) act exclusively in the interest of
beneficiaries under the act; (2) hold and protect the trust property for beneficiaries under
the act; (3) exercise such care and skill as a person of ordinary prudence would exercise
in dealing with one’s own property in the management of Hawaiian home lands; and
(4) adhere to the terms of the trust as set forth in the act. The Hawaiian Home Lands
Recovery Act defines a beneficiary as a native Hawaiian under section 201(7) of the
Hawaiian Homes Commission Act. Thus, the Commission must keep these duties of a

trustee to the beneficiaries when making decisions.

Thank you for your consideration of our testimony.
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