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Senate Committee on Ways and Means

The Department of Transportation (DOT) supports this bill which requires the DOT to
conduct a study to determine the feasibility of repairing or renovating the Kalaeloa
Airport air traffic control tower.

Thank you for providing general funds needed to complete the study; we look forward to
providing you with the information once the study is completed. We hope that this study
will provide everyone with valuable information about Kalaeloa Airport air traffic tower
and the current status.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony.
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Senate Bill 349, Draft 1 proposes to require the Department of Transportation to conduct a study to
determine the feasibility of repairing or renovating the Kalaeloa air traffic control tower.

The Kapolei Neighborhood Board Transportation Committee proposes to amend the bill to read:

SECTION 1. (a) Require Department of Transportation to apply for available FAA and federal grant
funding to relocate and replace this World War 11 era tower with a new modern tower as the current tower
in service is beyond its’ economic and physical life; that the Air Traffic Controllers from the Hawaii Air
National Guard are operating it under the FAA via waivers and that the current tower cannot accommodate
the increase in air traffic now nor in the future when increased traffic loads from the military and general
aviation nor be able to accommodate Instrument Flight Rules (IFR) capabilities currently in place at
Honolulu International Airport. That Kalaeloa Airport tower is designated the backup tower for Honolulu
International Airport yet is not equipped itself to perform that task in case of a natural or man-made
disaster that may take the Honolulu International Airport tower out of service. This, to ensure the safety
of those working in the air traffic control tower and the general aviation public in having air traffic service
provided as well as the general public who needs this back up tower in the Kapolei community.(b) The
Department of Transportation shall submit a report of its findings and availability of federal funding,
including any proposed legislation no later than twenty days prior to the convening of the regular session
of 2022.



SECTION 2. There is appropriated out of the general revenues of the State of Hawaii the sum of
$ or so much thereof as may be necessary for the fiscal year 2021-2022 and the same sum or
so much thereof as may be necessary for fiscal year 2022-2023 for the Department of Transportation to
employ a grant writer to accomplish this legislative order to ensure the safety of those working at the
tower, general aviation and the general public who benefits in a disaster.

The sums appropriated shall be expended by the Department of Transportation for the purposes of this
Act.

Section 3. This Act shall take effect on July 1, 2021The Kapolei-Makakilo Neighborhood Board #34
Transportation Committee strongly supports this Bill.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments / testimony
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Comments:

Our Board strongly supports SB375. Repairing, renovating, or building a new air traffic
control tower at Kalaeloa Airport is long overdue.

Mike Golojuch, Sr., President

Palehua Townhouse Association
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