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Title of Bill: SB 0144 RELATING TO A SCHOOL SUPPLY SUBSIDY PILOT
PROGRAM.

Purpose of Bill: Establishes and make an appropriation for a one-year school supply

subsidy pilot program at Na‘alehu elementary school.

Department's Position:

The Department of Education (Department) supports the intent of SB 144 provided that its
passage does not replace or adversely impact priorities as indicated in the Department's Board
of Education-approved budget. The Department acknowledges the negative impact that
financial and geographic challenges have on student achievement and overall student success.

The pilot program findings and recommendations will be reported by the Department prior to the
convening of the 2023 regular session.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on this measure.

The Hawai'i State Department of Education is committed to delivering on our promises to
students, providing an equitable, excellent, and innovative learning environment in every school
to engage and elevate our communities. This is achieved through targeted work around three
impact strategies: school design, student voice, and teacher collaboration. Detailed information
is available at www.hawaiipublicschools.org.
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