
  

STATE ENVIRONMENTAL COUNCIL 
  

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, STATE OF HAWAIʻI 
235 South Beretania Street, Suite 702, Honolulu, HI 96813 

 
 
Phone: 
Email: 

(808) 586-4185 
oeqchawaii@doh.hawaii.gov 

 
 
 

1 of 1 

 

David Y. Ige 
Governor 

 
Chairperson 

Puananionaona Thoene 
 

Vice Chair 
Mary Begier 

 
Members 
Roy Abe 

Stephanie Dunbar-Co 
Dawn Hegger-Nordblom 
Makaʻala Kaʻaumoana 

Keith Kawaoka (Ex 
Officio) 

I. Robin Kaye 
Theresita Kinnaman 

Robert Parsons 
Ron Terry 

Michael Tulang 
N. Mahina Tuteur 

 
Testimony of  

Puananionaona Thoene 
Council Chair on behalf of the State Environmental Council 

 
Before the 

SENATE COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Wednesday, March 31, 2021 

1:00 PM 
Via Videoconference 

 
in SUPPORT of  

GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE 634 
RELATING TO THE NOMINATION OF THERESITA KINNAMAN TO  

THE ENVIRONMENTAL COUNCIL 
 

Aloha e Chair Gabbard, Vice Chair Nishihara and Members of the Senate Committee on 
Agriculture and Environment,  
 
The Environmental Council (Council) is established by HRS § 341-3, which also directs 
membership "to assure a broad and balanced representation of educational, business, and 
environmentally pertinent disciplines and professions, such as the natural and social sciences, 
the humanities, architecture, engineering, environmental consulting, public health, and 
planning; educational and research institutions with environmental competence; agriculture, 
real estate, visitor industry, construction, media, and voluntary community and environmental 
groups." 
 
The functions of the Council are to serve as a liaison between the Office of Environmental 
Quality Control (OEQC) Director and the general public to make recommendations concerning 
ecology and environmental quality.  The Council monitors the progress of the State, county, and 
federal agencies in achieving the State's environmental goals and policies.  It issues an annual 
report with recommendations for improvement to the Governor, the Legislature, and the 
general public (HRS § 341-6).  Finally, the Council promulgates administrative rules for 
implementing Chapter 343, HRS (HRS § 343-6).   
 
Ms. Kinnaman has contributed her time and expertise as a member of the Council since 2017. As 
a resident of Kauaʻi, Ms. Kinnaman provides important perspective from and representation for 
the neighbor islands on this statewide board.  Ms. Kinnaman's extensive experience in advocacy 
and with community groups is  very valuable to the Council's work and contributes to the 
Council's discussions and roles. With respect to the Council's functions, duties, and powers, and 
in consideration of Ms. Kinnaman's experience as demonstrated on her resume and 
participation on the Council to date, the Council supports her nomination and confirmation to 
continue to serve on the Council. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure. 



GM-634 
Submitted on: 3/31/2021 7:22:51 AM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/31/2021 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Dawn Hegger-
Nordblom 

Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

I support this nomination.  
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