
During the legislature’s interim, my duties 
serving as Chair of the Senate Committee 
on Transportation and International Affairs 
requires a great deal of travel. Since our 
last issue I have traveled to Palau for the 
Association of Pacific Island Legislatures 
General Assembly. I then began a week 
long trek across Canada, beginning in 
Ottawa, through Manitoba, Saskatchewan, 
British Columbia, Yukon and concluding 
in Alberta. There I attended the Embassy of 
Canada’s 2011 Rising State Leaders pro-
gram. In late July I traveled on to Pohnpei, 
where I attended the Federated States of 
Micronesia’s inauguration ceremony for 
their new governmental leadership.
 
In this issue, we feature highlights from 
these destinations in addition to showcas-
ing some of the numerous organizations 
I serve and meetings that I attend.  As 
always, my office remains open during the 
interim, ready to assist you.

As Chairman of the Hawai’i State 
Senate Committee on Transporta-
tion and International Affairs, Senator 
English was invited to attend the Joint 
Inauguration Celebration for the new 
Federated States of Micronesia (FSM) 
Government Leadership in Pohnpei.  
Senator English joined with delega-
tions from countries across the world 
in welcoming this new leadership to 
the Federated States of Micronesia.  
This celebration enabled the FSM gov-
ernment to showcase their culture and 
arts to the world. 
 
While in Pohnpei, Senator English 
attended numerous receptions and 
services in addition to meeting with 
U.S. Ambassador Peter Prahar to 
discuss the region.  “It’s an honor for 

me to be invited by our many brothers 
and sisters across the Pacific to attend 
such prestigious events, “ said Senator 
English,  “We are so fortunate that we 
can reach out to each other in both 
times of need and joy.”

The official United States Delegation to the Federated States of Micronesia 
meets with His Excellency President Manny Mori at his office in Palikir, Pohnpei.  
FSM, July 28, 2011.

Senator English presents a feather 
lei to His Excellency Manny Mori, 
President of the Federated States of 
Micronesia. July 28, 2011. 
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Formed in 1981, the Association of 
Pacific Island Legislatures (APIL) is 
comprised of legislative representa-
tives from 12 island governments:  
American Samoa, Commonwealth 
of the Northern Marianas, Island of 
Guam, FSM State of Chuuk, FSM State 
of Kosrae, FSM State of Pohnpei, FSM 
State of Yap, Republic of the Marshall 
Islands, Republic of Palau, the State of 
Hawai’i, Republic of Nauru and the 
Republic of Kiribati.  Senator English 
has served as the Hawai’i State Senate 
delegate for the last five years and has 
just relinquished the APIL Presidency 
after reaching the two term limit. 

Members of APIL meet biannually to 
consider matters in areas where re-
gional cooperation, coordination, ex-
change and assistance may help gov-
ernments achieve their goals through 
collective action.  As representatives 
of these Pacific island peoples, APIL 
members have joined together in an 
association structured with sufficient 

capability and permanence to address, 
in depth, the substantive regional and 
international issues facing the emerg-
ing Pacific governments.  These issues 
may include, but are not limited to, 
those arising in the areas of Resources 
and Economic Development, Com-
merce, Legislation, Energy, Regional 
Security and Defense, Communica-
tions, Cultural Appreciation, Health 
and Social Services, Education, Ag-
riculture, Air and Sea Transportation, 
Aquaculture, Sports and Recreation, 
Youth and Senior Citizens, Tourism, 
Finance, Political Status, External Rela-
tions, and Development Banking.
 
At the 2011 General Assembly, held in 
the Republic of Palau, 22 resolutions 
were passed on various issues ranging 
from shark fining prohibitions, behav-
ioral health issues (i.e. alcohol abuse, 
tobacco consumption, illicit drug use) 
and migratory fish declines.  For more 
information see: http://apilpacific.
com/currentissues.php

His Excellency Jurelang Zedkaia, 
President of the Republic of the 
Marshall Islands and Sen. English 
enjoy the festivities at the inagura-
tion ceremonies for the new FSM 
leadership in Pohnpei.  July 28, 
2011.

Senator J. Kalani English joins Kula 
Hospital Staff at the Independence 
Day Parade in Makawao. 
Maui, July 2, 2011. 

Koa Chang, son of the late Alii 
Chang and Senator English share 
favorite memories of Alii, at Alii 
Kula Lavender Farm, in Kula. Maui, 
July 9,2011.

Regional Leaders gather for the Association of Pacific Island Legislatures (APIL) 
General Assembly in Melekeok, Babaldob. Republic of Palau, June 13, 2011.

2011 Association of Pacific Island 
Legislatures General Assembly
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Senator J. Kalani English joined various 
State Legislators and Governor Neil 
Abercrombie at Washington Place for 
the signing of Senate Bill 1520 into 
law.  Senate Bill 1520 formally recog-
nizes Native Hawaiian people as the 
only indigenous people of Hawai‘i, and 
is a historic step in the reconciliation 
process mending relations between the 
State of Hawai‘i and the Native 
Hawaiian people.
 

The purpose and effect of the bill is to 
provide for and enact the formal rec-
ognition- by the State of Hawaii- of the 
Native Hawaiian people as, “The only 
indigenous, aboriginal, maoli people 
of Hawai’i” as well as “implement that 
recognition by means and methods that 
will facilitate their self-governance, 
including the establishment of or the 

amendment to, programs, entities and 
other matters that relate, or affect own-
ership, possession, or use of lands by 
the Native Hawaiian people and by 
further promoting their entitlements, 
health, education, welfare, heritage 
and culture.”
 
Senate Bill 1520, now Act 195, ac-
knowledges the present reality of na-
tive Hawaiians and urges the process 
forward.  It is intended to move in con-
cert with the efforts by U.S. Senator 
Daniel Akaka and the Congressional 
Delegation of Hawai’i to achieve fed-
eral recognition of Native Hawaiians.  
About 20 other States have taken ac-
tion to recognize the entities (i.e. tribes, 
bands, clans, pueblos, etc.) organized 
by native people within their borders.  
A number of State recognized native 
entities have gone on to receive federal 
recognition.

Senator J. Kalani English enjoys the 
bounty of Makawao’s ever growing 
Farmers market. Maui, July 2, 2011. 

Senator English congratulates Sean 
McLauglin, former CEO of Akaku 
for his outstanding contributions to 
public TV in Maui County. Kahului, 
Maui. July 8, 2011.

Senator English attends the Obon 
dance in Paia. Maui, 8 July 2011.

Senator English and fellow Senate 
members attend the SB 1520 Bill 
signing ceremony at Washington 
Place.   O’ahu, July 06, 2011.

Senators: Donovan Dela Cruz, Michelle Kidani, Malama Solomon, 
J. Kalani English, Gilbert Kahele, Brickwood Galuteria, Will Espero, Clayton 
Hee, Suzanne Chun Oakland and Roz Baker join Governor Neil Abercrombie 
in celebrating the enactment of SB 1520 into law.  O’ahu, July 6, 2011. 

Native Hawaiian Recognition Bill Becomes Law

Vol.11 Issue8 pg.3 • Sept. 30, 2011

http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2011/bills/SB1520_CD1_.htm


Sen. English was 
recently invited 
by the Govern-
ment of Canada 
to participate in 
the Embassy of 
Canada’s 2011 
Rising State Lead-
ers program. Now 
in its sixth year, 
the program has 

hosted 38 participants (primarily state 
legislators) from 24 U.S. states.  Applica-
tions are not accepted for the program; 
candidates are nominated and selected 
by the Canadian Embassy and Canadian 
Consulates General. 
 
This educational working tour of 
Canada provided participants the op-
portunity to meet with political coun-
terparts, business leaders and cultural 
representatives on a wide range of key 
issues including: border security and 
defense, energy, environment, agricul-
ture, trade cooperation and promotion.
 
The 2011 program focused on Western 
Canada, beginning in Ottawa and trav-
eling on to Manitoba, Saskatchewan, 
British Columbia, Yukon and Alberta. In 
coordination with provincial partners, 
the program is built to foster relation-
ships with U.S. leaders at the state level 
while providing selected candidates 
with a deeper understanding of the 
remarkable U.S.- Canada relationship.

Left - right - Megan Lynch, Embassy of Canada; Assemblywoman Debbie Smith; 
Sen. Steve Southerland; Rep. Paul Agnew; Sen. Anders Blewett;  Sen. Laura Kelly; 
Yukon Premier Darrell Pasloski; Harley Trudeau, Senior Government Represen-
tative; Sen. Kalani English; Rep. Heidi Scheuermann; Janet Moodie, Deputy 
Minister Yukon Executive Council Office; Leah Davis, Embassy of Canada; Harvey 
Brooks, Deputy Minster Yukon Economic Development in Whitehorse, Canada.  
June 25, 2011.

Senators Steve Southerland and J. 
Kalani English, Representative Heidi 
Scheuermann, Senators Laura Kelly 
and Anders Blewett, Assemblywom-
an Debbie Smith and Representa-
tive Paul Agnew in Calgary, Alberta.  
June 27, 2011.

Senators J. Kalani English and An-
ders Blewett, Leah Davis from the 
Embassy of Canada, Senator Laura 
Kelly and Representative Paul Agnew 
at the smallest desert in the world, 
Carcross desert in Yukon, Canada.  
June 25, 2011.
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Chair, Senate Committee
on Transportation and 
International Affairs

Vice Chair, Senate Committee 
on Energy and Environment

Member, Senate Comittee on 
Hawaiian Affairs

Member, Senate Comittee on 
Ways and Means

Hawai’i State Legislature
Bill Status and Documents

http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2011/

HOW TO REACH US

Hawai’i State Capitol, Room 205
415 South Beretania Street

Honolulu, HI 96813
ph 808-587-7225 
fax 808-587-7230

From Maui, toll free 984-2400 + 77225
From Moloka’i and Lana’i,

toll free 1-800-468-4644 + 77225
E-mail: senenglish@capitol.hawaii.gov

To receive this newsletter by 
e-mail, please send your request to 

english4@capitol.hawaii.gov
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