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THE SENATE 
THE THIRTY-FIRST LEGISLATURE 

REGULAR SESSION OF 2021 
 

COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY 
Senator Karl Rhoads, Chair 

Senator Jarrett Keohokalole, Vice Chair 
 

NOTICE OF HEARING 
 
 

DATE: Friday, February 19, 2021 
TIME: 9:30 a.m. 
PLACE: Via Videoconference 

 

THE STATE CAPITOL IS CLOSED TO THE PUBLIC DURING THE ONGOING COVID-19 PANDEMIC 
To comply with social distancing requirements, only written and videoconference testimony will be accepted.  If 

you wish to testify via videoconference you must also submit written testimony. 
 

A live stream of all Senate Standing Committee meetings will be available on the Senate YouTube Channel. 
 

Click here for more information about Live and On-Demand Video options. 

 
A G E N D A 

 
SB 160 

 Status & 
Testimony 

RELATING TO ELECTIONS. 
Changes the deadline to file nomination papers for public office 
from the first Tuesday in June to the first Tuesday in May for 
certain elections. 
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SB 412 

 Status & 
Testimony 

RELATING TO OPERATING A VEHICLE UNDER THE 
INFLUENCE OF AN INTOXICANT. 
Excludes habitually operating a vehicle under the influence of an 
intoxicant from qualifying for deferred acceptance of guilty plea 
or nolo contendere plea. 
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SB 421 

 Status & 
Testimony 

RELATING TO VACANCIES. 
Amends the manner in which a vacancy in the membership of 
the State Senate is filled and certain time frames relevant 
thereto. 
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SB 528 

 Status & 
Testimony 

RELATING TO POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENTS. 
Requires printed and electronic political advertising to 
prominently display candidate-approval language on each page.  
Increases the fine for violations. 
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http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/committeepage.aspx?comm=JDC
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCekvvdL_uyq2DUyj1GjlrOA
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/broadcasts.aspx
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2021/Bills/SB160_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=160&year=2021
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=160&year=2021
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=160&year=2021
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2021/Bills/SB412_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=412&year=2021
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=412&year=2021
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=412&year=2021
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2021/Bills/SB421_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=421&year=2021
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=421&year=2021
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=421&year=2021
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2021/Bills/SB528_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=528&year=2021
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=528&year=2021
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=528&year=2021
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SB 635 

 Status & 
Testimony 

RELATING TO ELECTIONS. 
Allows the elections commission to refer a complaint to the 
attorney general or county prosecutor in addition to any 
administrative determination and without the requirement that 
the commission believes the respondent has recklessly, 
knowingly, or intentionally committed a violation.  Disqualifies a 
person convicted of violating elections criminal prosecution laws 
from holding elective public office for ten years rather than four.  
Repeals language stipulating that elections criminal prosecution 
law does not apply to any persons who has paid or agrees to 
pay fines related to report filing violations and advertisement 
violations prior to the commencement of the proceedings. 
 

JDC 

SB 738 

 Status & 
Testimony 

RELATING TO SCHEDULE I SUBSTANCES. 
Removes psilocybin and psilocyn from the list of Schedule I 
substances.  Requires the Department of Health to establish 
designated treatment centers for the therapeutic administration 
of psilocybin and psilocyn.  Establishes a review panel to review 
and assess the effects of this measure. 
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SB 157 

 Status & 
Testimony 

RELATING TO LICENSING. 
Authorizes the issuance of a civil license to solemnize marriage 
and allows solemnization by any individual at least eighteen 
years of age. 
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SB 159 

 Status & 
Testimony 

RELATING TO VOTING. 
Requires any person who is eligible to vote and applies for a 
motor vehicle driver's license or identification card to be 
automatically registered to vote unless the applicant affirmatively 
declines.  Allows an applicant to affirmatively decline to have 
any of the applicant's information electronically transmitted. 
Authorizes access to and electronic transmission of databases 
maintained or operated by the counties or the department of 
transportation that contains driver's license or identification card 
information to election officials and the online voter registration 
system. 
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SB 189 

 Status & 
Testimony 

RELATING TO DOG BITES. 
Removes the requirement to prove that the dog has bitten on 
two separate occasions for dog bite victims to bring legal action 
against a dog's owner.   
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SB 278 

 Status & 
Testimony 

RELATING TO POLITICAL ADVERTISING. 
Prohibits the microtargeting of political advertisements on 
television and social media based on online behavioral data, 
demographic characteristics, and geographic location below the 
electoral district level. 
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Decision Making to follow, if time permits. 

 
All testimony received by the Hawai‘i Senate is posted on the Hawai‘i Legislature's website, which is accessible to 
the public. Please do not include private information that you do not want disclosed to the public. 
 
Persons wishing to submit written testimony or request to testify via videoconference may do so up to 24 hours 
prior to the hearing.  
 

http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2021/Bills/SB635_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=635&year=2021
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=635&year=2021
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=635&year=2021
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2021/Bills/SB738_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=738&year=2021
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=738&year=2021
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2021/Bills/SB157_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=157&year=2021
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=157&year=2021
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=157&year=2021
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2021/Bills/SB159_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=159&year=2021
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=159&year=2021
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=159&year=2021
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2021/Bills/SB189_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=189&year=2021
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=189&year=2021
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=189&year=2021
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2021/Bills/SB278_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=278&year=2021
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=278&year=2021
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=278&year=2021
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Click here to submit written testimony.  
 
If you wish to testify via videoconference during the hearing, please sign in to your account on the Legislature's 
website, then click on the "Testimony" icon on the home page. Detailed step-by-step instructions are available on 
the testimony submittal page. They are also posted on the Legislature's website here.  

Please note the following: 

 The number of videoconference testifiers and/or time allotted to each testifier may be limited by the Chair 
when necessary to adhere to the committee hearing schedule. We may not be able to accommodate 
everyone who requests to testify remotely. 

 Videoconference testifiers for this hearing will be limited to 2 minutes each. 
 

For general help navigating the committee hearing process, please contact the Public Access Room at (808) 587-
0478 or par@capitol.hawaii.gov. You can also visit their website at https://lrb.hawaii.gov/par/.  
 
For special assistance: The cable TV broadcast and/or live stream of this meeting will include closed captioning. If 
you require other auxiliary aids or services to participate in the public hearing process (i.e., interpretive services 
(oral or written) or ASL interpreter), or are unable to submit testimony via the website due to a disability, please 
contact the committee at JDCcommittee@capitol.hawaii.gov at least 24 hours prior to the hearing. 
 
For amended notices: Measures that have been deleted are stricken through and measures that have been 
added are underscored.  If a measure is both underscored and stricken through, that measure has been deleted 
from the agenda. 
 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, PLEASE CALL THE COMMITTEE CLERK AT (808) 587-7211. 
 
 
 

 

 

_____________________________________ 
Senator Karl Rhoads 
Chair 

 

 

 
 

https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/submittestimony.aspx
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/docs/RemoteTestimony.pdf
mailto:par@capitol.hawaii.gov
https://lrb.hawaii.gov/par/

