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THE SENATE 
THE THIRTY-FIRST LEGISLATURE 

REGULAR SESSION OF 2021 
 

COMMITTEE ON HUMAN SERVICES 
Senator Joy A. San Buenaventura, Chair 

Senator Les Ihara, Jr., Vice Chair 
 

NOTICE OF HEARING 
 
 

DATE: Tuesday, February 16, 2021 
TIME: 3:00 PM 
PLACE: Conference Room 225 & Videoconference 

 

THE STATE CAPITOL IS CLOSED TO THE PUBLIC DURING THE ONGOING COVID-19 PANDEMIC 
To comply with social distancing requirements, only written and videoconference testimony will be accepted.  If 

you wish to testify via videoconference you must also submit written testimony. 
 

A live stream of all Senate Standing Committee meetings will be available on the Senate YouTube Channel. 
 

Click here for more information about Live and On-Demand Video options. 

 
A G E N D A 

 
SB 192 

 Status & 
Testimony 

RELATING TO PUBLIC ASSISTANCE. 
Allows the Department of Human Services to administer and 
provide public assistance to eligible residents of the State during 
a governor-declared state of emergency. 
 

HMS, WAM 

SB 534 

 Status & 
Testimony 

RELATING TO ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION OF BALLOTS. 
Provides that a voter with special needs shall be provided a 
means of electronic authentication of an electronic transmission 
of replacement ballot that does not include the voter's 
handwritten signature or a waiver of secrecy. 
 

HMS, JDC 

SB 537 

 Status & 
Testimony 

RELATING TO AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE. 
Recognizes American Sign Language as a fully developed, 
autonomous, natural language with its own grammar, syntax, 
vocabulary, and cultural heritage. 
 

HMS, JDC 

SB 538 

 Status & 
Testimony 

RELATING TO THE HAWAII CIVIL RIGHTS COMMISSION. 
Clarifies the meaning of "program or activity receiving state 
financial assistance".  Excludes cases within the scope of the 
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act from the jurisdiction of 
the Hawaii civil rights commission. 
 

HMS, JDC 

SB 597 

 Status & 
Testimony 

RELATING TO CAMPAIGN FINANCE. 
Allows candidates seeking election to use campaign funds for 
child care costs under certain conditions. 
 

HMS, JDC 

http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/committeepage.aspx?comm=HMS
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCekvvdL_uyq2DUyj1GjlrOA
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/broadcasts.aspx
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2021/Bills/SB192_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=192&year=2021
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=192&year=2021
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=192&year=2021
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2021/Bills/SB534_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=534&year=2021
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=534&year=2021
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=534&year=2021
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2021/Bills/SB537_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=537&year=2021
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=537&year=2021
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=537&year=2021
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2021/Bills/SB538_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=538&year=2021
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=538&year=2021
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=538&year=2021
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2021/Bills/SB597_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=597&year=2021
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=597&year=2021
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SB 608 

 Status & 
Testimony 

RELATING TO GENERAL EXCISE TAX EXEMPTIONS. 
Establishes a general excise tax exemption for the gross 
proceeds or income from the sale of groceries that are eligible 
under the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program or Special 
Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and 
Children, regardless of the means of purchase and the program 
eligibility of the purchaser.  Establishes a general excise tax 
exemption for the gross proceeds or income from the sale of 
nonprescription drugs. 
 

HMS, WAM 

SB 886 

 Status & 
Testimony 

RELATING TO SPEEDY TRIALS. 
Creates a statutory right of victims and witnesses of sexual 
offenses under part V of chapter 707, HRS, to a speedy trial in 
criminal cases involving adult defendants.  Requires the court 
and the prosecution to take appropriate action to ensure a 
prompt trial in order to minimize the length of time a child abuse 
victim or minor witness must endure the stress of the child's 
involvement in the proceedings. 
 

HMS, JDC 

SB 913 

 Status & 
Testimony 

RELATING TO SUSTAINABLE ELECTRONICS 
MANAGEMENT. 
Requires persons who receive state funds and state financial 
assistance to donate unnecessary but functioning electronic 
devices, hardware, and televisions to nonprofit organizations 
that will refurbish and distribute them to eligible persons in the 
State.  Sets reporting requirements for donating entities, 
nonprofit refurbishers, and the department of accounting and 
general services.  Sets penalties for violations. 
 

HMS, WAM/JDC 

SB 1127 

 Status & 
Testimony 

MAKING AN EMERGENCY APPROPRIATION FOR THE 
DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES. 
Makes an emergency appropriation from the general revenues 
of the State of Hawaii for fiscal year 2020-2021 to address the 
budget shortfall for the general support for the general 
assistance program (HMS 204) in the Department of Human 
Services.  Effective upon approval. 
 

HMS, WAM 

SB 1233 

 Status & 
Testimony 

RELATING TO THE VENDING FACILITIES PROGRAM. 
Allows persons with a mental illness to participate in the vending 
facilities program.  Limits vending facilities owned or operated by 
persons with mental health disorders to only those state or 
county public buildings not currently occupied by blind or visually 
handicapped vendors. 
 

HMS, JDC 

 
Decision Making to follow, if time permits. 

 
All testimony received by the Hawai‘i Senate is posted on the Hawai‘i Legislature's website, which is accessible to 
the public. Please do not include private information that you do not want disclosed to the public. 
 
Persons wishing to submit written testimony or request to testify via videoconference may do so up to 24 hours 
prior to the hearing.  
 
Click here to submit written testimony.  
 
If you wish to testify via videoconference during the hearing, please sign in to your account on the Legislature's 
website, then click on the "Testimony" icon on the home page. Detailed step-by-step instructions are available on 
the testimony submittal page. They are also posted on the Legislature's website here.  

http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2021/Bills/SB608_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=608&year=2021
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=608&year=2021
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=608&year=2021
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2021/Bills/SB886_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=886&year=2021
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=886&year=2021
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=886&year=2021
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2021/Bills/SB913_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=913&year=2021
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=913&year=2021
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=913&year=2021
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2021/Bills/SB1127_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=1127&year=2021
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=1127&year=2021
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=1127&year=2021
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2021/Bills/SB1233_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=1233&year=2021
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=1233&year=2021
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=1233&year=2021
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/submittestimony.aspx
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/docs/RemoteTestimony.pdf
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Please note the following: 

 The number of videoconference testifiers and/or time allotted to each testifier may be limited by the Chair 
when necessary to adhere to the committee hearing schedule. We may not be able to accommodate 
everyone who requests to testify remotely. 

 Videoconference testifiers for this hearing will be limited to two minutes each. 
 

For general help navigating the committee hearing process, please contact the Public Access Room at (808) 587-
0478 or par@capitol.hawaii.gov. You can also visit their website at https://lrb.hawaii.gov/par/.  
 
For special assistance: The cable TV broadcast and/or live stream of this meeting will include closed captioning. If 
you require other auxiliary aids or services to participate in the public hearing process (i.e., interpretive services 
(oral or written) or ASL interpreter), or are unable to submit testimony via the website due to a disability, please 
contact the committee at HMScommittee@capitol.hawaii.gov at least 24 hours prior to the hearing. 
 
For amended notices: Measures that have been deleted are stricken through and measures that have been 
added are underscored.  If a measure is both underscored and stricken through, that measure has been deleted 
from the agenda. 
 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, PLEASE CALL THE COMMITTEE CLERK AT (808) 586-6890. 
 
 
 

 

 

_____________________________________ 
Senator Joy A. San Buenaventura 
Chair 

 

 

 
 

mailto:par@capitol.hawaii.gov
https://lrb.hawaii.gov/par/

