
STAND. COM. REP. NO. ’070 
Honolulu, Hawaii 

MAR 2 3 2021 

RE: S.R. NO. 77 

Honorable Ronald D. Kouchi 
President of the Senate 
Thirty—First State Legislature 
Regular Session of 2021 
State of Hawaii 

Sir: 

Your Committee on Education, to which was referred S.R. 
No. 77 entitled: 

"SENATE RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION TO 
PROVIDE FREE MENSTRUAL PRODUCTS TO STUDENTS ON ALL HAWAII 
PUBLIC SCHOOL CAMPUSES," 

begs leave to report as follows: 

The purpose and intent of this measure is to request the 
Department of Education to provide free menstrual products to 
students on all Hawaii public school campuses. 

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure 
from one individual. 

Your Committee finds that the Hawaii Board of Education 
policy number lllO~lO states that "gender equity extends the 
doctrine of fairness to all areas of activity in the public school 
system". Your Committee further finds that the funding allocated 
by the Legislature and expended by the Department of Education 
should be equitably allocated among students who menstruate and 
those who do not. However, although the Department of Education 
maintains a healthy school environment by providing free products 
to students such as toilet paper and hand soap in restrooms, the 
Department of Education does not provide students with free 
menstrual products. Some students who are menstruating do not 
come to school or leave school early because they cannot afford 
the menstrual products that maintain a healthy school environment. 
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STAND. COM. REP. NO. 

By providing these products to students, the Department of 
Education will promote gender equity in schools as well as ensure 
that students from lower income homes do not miss out on their 
education simply because they cannot afford these products. 

Your Committee notes that the Department of Education is 
encouraged to start right away with distributing menstrual 
products to students using the school health rooms and possibly 
female school teachers to distribute the products rather than 
using dispensers and to consider using federal funds for Title I 
schools as well as seek advice from other state agencies that may 
already be providing these products through different programs. 

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your 
Committee on Education that is attached to this report, your 
Committee concurs with the intent and purpose of S.R. No. 77 and 
recommends that it be referred to your Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

Respectfully submitted on 
behalf of the members of the 
Committee on Education, ijwm 
MICHELLE N. KIDANi, Chair 
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The Senate 
Thirty-First Legislature 

State of Hawai‘i 

Record of Votes 
Committee on Education 

EDU 

Bill / Resolution No.:* Committee Referral: Date: 

9K7? EDI/k, NAM 02$ when 
D The Committee is reconsidering its previous decision on this measure. 

If so, then the previous decision was to: 

The Recommendation is: 

Bl Pass, unamended D Pass, with amendments D Hold D Recommit 
2312 

' 

2311 2310 2313 

Members Aye Aye (WR) Nay Excused 

KIDANI, Michelle N. (C) / 
KIM, Donna Mercado (VC) / 
DELA CRUZ, Donovan M. /‘ 
KANUHA, Dru Mamo / 
FEVELLA, Kurt / 

To TA L g 
Recommendation: 

Adopted D Not Adopted 

ChaWnee’s Signature: 

Distribution: Original Yellow Pink Goldenrod 

File with Committee Report Clerk's Office Drafting Aflcy Committee File Copy 

*Only one measure per Record of Votes 
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