
STAND. CON. REP. NO.

Honolulu, Hawaii

APR08 , 2021

RE: S.C.R. No. 95
S.D. 1

Honorable Scott K. Saiki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-First State Legislature
Regular Session of 2021
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Pandemic & Disaster Preparedness, to which
was referred S.C.R. No. 95, S.D. 1, entitled:

“SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE GOVERNOR TO
CONVENE A WORKING GROUP TO DEVELOP RECOMMENDATIONS FOR
EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATIONS WITH LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENT
PERSONS AND PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES BEFORE, DURING, AND
AFTER EMERGENCIES AND NATURAL DISASTERS,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to request the Governor to
convene a working group to develop recommendations for effective
communications with limited English proficient persons and persons
with disabilities for emergencies and natural disasters.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Judiciary, Department of Human Services, Disability and
Communication Access Board, Office of Enterprise Technology
Services, Office of Language Access, Hawai~i Friends of Civil
Rights, Ethnic Education Hawai’i, Hawai’i Coalition for Immigrant
Rights, Medical-Legal Partnership for Children in Hawai’i, and five
individuals. Your Committee received comments on this measure
from the Hawaii Emergency Management Agency and State Council on
Developmental Disabilities.
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Your Committee finds that the coronavirus disease 2019
(COVID-19) pandemic revealed the gaps in the State’s ability to
provide meaningful access to limited English proficient persons
and persons with disabilities. One in nine people in the State
are classified as limited English proficient persons, one of the
highest proportions of non-English speakers in the nation. Your
Committee further finds that language access is a civil right
protected by federal and state laws. The State has been
repeatedly cited for its failure to provide language accessible
services. This measure is necessary to ensure that meaningful
access to necessary services during an emergency or natural
disaster is provided in an efficient and effective manner to
limited English proficient persons and persons with disabilities.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Pandemic & Disaster Preparedness that is attached to
this report, your Committee concurs with the intent and purpose of
S.C.R. No. 95, S.D. 1, and recommends that it be referred to your
Committee on Finance.
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Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Pandemic &
Disaster Preparedness,

~L.



State of Hawaii

House of Representatives

The Thirty-first Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Pandemic & Disaster Preparedness

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

ç~e 9 Sb Pp ~ ~4-1 ‘ P— I
U The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: Pass, unamended (as is) U Pass, with amendments (HD) Li Hold
Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

PDP Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. ICHIYAMA, Linda (C) I

2. ELI, Stacelynn K.M. (VC) V

3. CULLEN, Ty J.K. I’

4. McKELVEY, Angus L.K. I

5. MIZUNO, John M. /

6. WILDBERGER, Tina

7. WOODSON, Justin H.

8. YAMASHITA, Kyle T. J

9. WARD, Gene

TOTAL(9) 0 4
The recommendation is: ‘~ Adopted U Not Adopted

t joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature: if~~
Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


