
STAND. COM. REP. No. 746 
Honolulu, Hawaii 

MARIN 2021 

RE: s.B. No. 939 

Honorable Ronald D. Kouchi 
President of the Senate 
Thirty—First State Legislature 
Regular Session of 2021 
State of Hawaii 

Sir: 

Your Committees on Government Operations and Ways and Means, 
to which was referred s.B. No. 939 entitled: 

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO JUNETEENTH DAY," 

beg leave to report as follows: 

The purpose and intent of this measure is to establish 
June l9 of each year as Juneteenth Day in recognition of the 
history and legacy of slavery in the United States and in honor of 
the significant roles and contributions of African Americans in 
the history of the United States. 

Your Committees received testimony in support of this measure 
from the Hawai‘i Civil Rights Commission, two members of the 
Honolulu City Council, one member of the Hawai‘i County Council, 
one member of the Kauafi County Council, Common Cause Hawaii, Young 
Progressives Demanding Action, Punahou Black Student Union, 
Community Alliance on Prisons, Hawaii for Juneteenth Coalition, 
and nineteen individuals. 

Your Committees find that Hawaii is one of only three states 
that have not recognized Juneteenth as a state holiday or special 
day of observance. Juneteenth, also known as Freedom Day, was the 
day in 1865 that Union soldiers rode into Galveston, Texas, 
declaring the end of the Civil War and that all slaves were free. 
The holiday is a celebration of African American freedom and 
achievement, encouraging continuous self—development and respect 
for all cultures. Your Committees further find that as a state 
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that prides itself on diversity and inclusivity, it is long 
overdue for the State to fully live out the Aloha spirit and stand 
with the forty—six states that have chosen to make Juneteenth an 
annual day of remembrance and celebration. 

As affirmed by the records of votes of the members of your 
Committees on Government Operations and Ways and Means that are 
attached to this report, your Committees are in accord with the 
intent and purpose of s.B. No. 939 and recommend that it pass 
Second Reading and be placed on the calendar for Third Reading. 

Respectfully submitted on 
behalf of the members of the 
Committees on Government 
Operatio and Ways and Means, 

DONOVAN M. DELA CRUZ, CV SHARON 
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The Senate 
Thirty-First Legislature 

State of Hawai‘i 

Record of Votes 
Committee on Government Operations 

GVO 

Bill / Resolution No.:* Committee Referral: Date:

/ 56 01301 GVO/WAM 7‘ /V >4 

D The Committee is reconsidering its previous decision on this measure. 

If so, then the previous decision was to: 

The Recommendation is: 

Pass, unamended D Pass, with amendments D Hold D Recommit 
2312 2311 2310 2313 

Members Aye Aye (WR) Nay Excused 

MORIWAKI, Sharon Y. (C) / 
DELA CRUZ, Donovan M. (v0) / 
CHANG, Stanley / 
GABBARD, Mike /' 
FEVELLA, Kurt / 

T 0 T A L 5 
Recommendation: 

[Z/Adopted D Not Adopted 

Chifir Designee’s 'gnatur ' 

Distribution: Original Yellow Pink Goldenrod 

File with Committee Report Clerk's Office Drafting Agency Committee File Copy 

*Only one measure per Record of Votes 

Revised: 1/1 9/21
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