
STAND. CON. REP. NO. (O2..
Honolulu, Hawaii

MAR 19 , 2021

RE: S.B. No. 550
S.D. 1
H.D. 1

Honorable Scott K. Saiki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Eirst State Legislature
Regular Session of 2021
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Government Reform, to which was referred
S.B. NC). 550, S.D. 1, entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO VOTING,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The UOSO of this measure is to allow an individual who is
seventeen years of age but will be eighteen years of age on or
before the next state or local general election to register and
vote at the state or local primary election immediately preceding
that state or local general election and at any co-occurring or
intervening special electioc.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from Young Progressives Demanding Action, Ke One 0 Kahuhihewa,
Association of Hawaiian Civic Clubs, and one individual. Your
Committee received comments on this measure from Common Cause
Hawaii and Votel6HI.

Your Committee finds that the age qualification to vote in
any federal, state, or local election is eighteen years of age.
However, for those individuals whose eighteenth birthday falls
between a primary and general electzons, the current age
restriction effectively prevents them from participating in state
and local primary elections. Your Committee believes that
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granting voting rights to these individuals to participate in the
primary elections and any irtervening or co-occurring special
election immediately preceding the general election, young
individuals will have an irtoreased sense of civic pafticipation,
which will lead to a greater understanding of, and increased
participation in, rhe democratic process.

Your Committee has amer.ded this measure by:

(1) Changing the effective date to July 1, 2112, to
encourage further discussion; and

(2) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes cf clarity, consistency, and style.

Should your Corrmittee cn Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs hear
this measure, your Committee respectfully requests that it
consider allowing an individual who is sixteen years of age but
will be eighteen years of ace on or before the next state or local
general election to register and vot:e at the primary election and
any intervening or co—occurring special election before the
general election.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committ:ee on Government Reform that is attached to this report,
your Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of S.B.
No. 550, S.D. l as amended herein, and recommends that it pass
Second Reading in ::he form attached hereto as S.B. No. 550,
S.D. 1, H.D. 1, and be referred to your Committee on Judiciary &

Hawaiian Affairs.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Government Reform,

JK.McKELEY,hair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives _44P5c,€_. /iThe Thirty-first Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Government Reform

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

SS5Q,Sç
U The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: U Pass, unamended (as is) Pass, with amendments (HD) U Hold

U Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

GVR Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. McKELVEY, Angus L.K. (C)

2. WILDBERGER, Tina (VC)

3. CULLEN, Ty J.K.

4. ELI, Stacelynn K.M.

5. ICHIYAMA, Linda

6. MIZUNO, John M.

7. WOODSON, Justin H.

8. YAMASHITA, Kyle T.

9. WARD, Gene

TOT4(9) (c
The recommendation is: Adopted I Not Adopted —

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

.

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature: I )

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Ye w) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


