
STAND. COM. REP. NO.

Honolulu, Hawaii
2021

MAR 17
RE: S.B. No. 508

H.D. 1

Honorable Scott K. Saiki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-First State Legislature
Regular Session of 2021
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Water & Land, to which was referred S.B.
No. 508 entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to require the Department of
Education to establish and administer an ocean safety and
stewardship education program for all fourth grade public school
students.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Ocean Tourism Coalition. Your Committee received
comments on this measure from the Department of Education.

Your Committee finds that ocean safety and stewardship
education will help prevent drownings and instill in students a
sense of responsibility and respect for the ocean and marine
environment. Providing hand-on education to students in actual
coastal marine environments, such as the beach, will enhance the
students understanding and the importance of such environments.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Clarifying that the ocean safety and stewardship
education program may be conducted at a beach or another
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appropriate location, in addition to onsite at the
school;

(2) Authorizing the Department of Education to provide an
opt-out process for elementary public schools that have
other comparable programs or conduct water safety
training at a different grade level;

(3) Changing its effective date to January 1, 2050, to
encourage further discussion; and

(4) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Water & Land that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of S.B.
No. 508, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass Second
Reading in the form attached hereto as S.B. No. 508, H.D. 1, and
be referred to your Committee on Education.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Water & Land,

DAVID A. TARNAS, Chair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives

The Thirty-first Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Water & Land

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

c55O
The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: Li Pass, unamended (as is) • Pass, with amendments (HD) Li Hold

Li Pass short form bill with RD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

WAL Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. TARNAS, David A. (C) 7

2. BRANCO, Patrick Pihana (VC) /
-

3. GANADEN, Sonny

- -

4. KOBAYASHI, Bertrand

--

5. KONG, Sam Satoru

.,

6. MORIKAWA, Dee

—
7. OHNO, Takashi /

-

8. McDERMOTT, Bob

TOTAL (8)

The recommendation is: • Adopt ...,%LLi Not Adopted

tee acrony
If joint rçerral. did not support recommendation.

Distribution: Original (White) — Committ eca (Yeelerk’sOffice Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:


