
STAND. CON. REP. NO.

Honolulu, Hawaii
2021

MAR 25
RE: S.B. No. 348

S.D. 1
H.D. 1

Honorable Scott K. Saiki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-First State Legislature
Regular Session of 2021
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce, to which
was referred S.B. No. 348, S.D. 1, entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO BOTTLED WATER,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to:

(1) Update existing law to require bottled water to meet
standards prescribed by the United States Food and Drug
Administration regarding product quality standards for
bottled water; and

(2) Repealing the limitation on bottled water production
that prohibited the transport, storage, processing, or
bottling through lines or equipment through which other
food products have passed.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Sierra Club’s National Marine Team, Hawaii Food Industry
Association, Ball Corporation, Ko Olina Resort, and one
individual. Your Committee received comments on this measure from
the Department of Health and Grassroot Institute of Hawaii.

2021—2735 SB348 HD1 HSCR HMSO



STAND. COM. REP. NO. f
Page 2

Your Committee finds that plastic bottles are rarely
recycled, with Americans sending 38,000,000,000 water bottles to
landfills each year. Your Committee further finds that aluminum
cans are recycled at approximately twice the rate as plastic
bottles. Unlike plastic bottles, aluminum cans are one hundred
percent recyclable, which prevents the necessity of including vast
amounts of virgin aluminum in future cycles of production.

However, your Committee finds that state law prevents the
efficient use of canning equipment used for carbonated soft
drinks, juice, or beer for the canning of noncarbonated water.
This limitation places a financial burden on beverage companies to
duplicate equipment simply for noncarbonated water, which prevents
them from providing an aluminum can alternative to single—use
plastic water bottles.

Your Committee notes that existing health and safety
precautions, such as the use of antimicrobial agents like ozone
throughout the filling process, will eliminate any potential for
microbiological contamination when water is filled in aluminum
cans on the same lines as other beverages. This measure will
eliminate the unnecessary limitation under existing law that
financially prohibits the production of canned water in the State,
which will support local businesses and provide a local solution
to a challenging environmental problem, while also maintaining
consumer safety.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Changing the effective date to January 1, 2050, to
encourage further discussion; and

(2) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce that is attached to
this report, your Committee is in accord with the intent and
purpose of S.B. No. 348, S.D. 1, as amended herein, and recommends
that it be referred to your Committee on Finance in the form
attached hereto as S.B. No. 348, S.D. 1, H.D. 1.
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Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Consumer
Protection & Commerce,

Chair



State of Hawaii
House of Representatives ~~ ~L11) I ‘3~

The Thirty-first Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

~
Li The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: Li Pass, unamended (as is) ‘~4ss, with amendments (HD) Li Hold

Li Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

CPC Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. JOHANSON, Aaron Ling (C)

2. KITAGAWA, Lisa (VC)

3. AQUINO, Henry J.C.

4. HAR, Sharon E.

5. HASHEM, Mark J. V

6. KONG, Sam Satoru

7. MIZUNO, John M.

8. MORIKAWA, Dee

9. ONISHI, Richard H.K. 7

10. TARNAS, David A. V

11. MATSUMOTO, Lauren s7

TOTAL(11) 0 b O
The recommendation is: Adopted Li Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:~
Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yello ) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


