
STAND. CON. REP. NO.

Honolulu, Hawaii

MAR25 , 2021

RE: S.B. No. 219
S.D. 2
H.D. 2

Honorable Scott K. Saiki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-First State Legislature
Regular Session of 2021
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs, to which was
referred S.B. No. 219, S.D. 2, H.D. 1, entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO CRIMES ON AGRICULTURAL LANDS,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to impose extended terms of
imprisonment for certain offenses against property rights
committed on agricultural lands.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Department of Agriculture, Ulupono Initiative, and Hawai’i
Farm Bureau. Your Committee received testimony in opposition to
this measure from the Office of the Public Defender. Your
Committee received comments on this measure from the Office of
Hawaiian Affairs.

Your Committee finds that agricultural crime persists in
Hawaii despite various efforts to combat the problem. Crimes
committed on agricultural lands can cause significant hardship for
farmers, ranchers, and producers, which can potentially lead to
bankruptcy. This measure seeks to deter criminal activity on
agricultural lands and protect Hawaii’s farmers, ranchers, and
producers.
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Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Deleting language that would have established a
rebuttable presumption that an unauthorized person on
agricultural land has committed an offense against
certain property rights when on agricultural land;

(2) Appropriating an unspecified amount of funds to the
Department of the Attorney General to establish a
statewide Agricultural Theft Task Force to provide law
enforcement with tools necessary to identify
agricultural theft perpetrators; and

(3) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

Should the Committee on Finance deliberate on this measure
further, your Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs
respectfully requests that it consider appropriating $250,000 in
initial funding for the statewide Agricultural Theft Task Force.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs that is attached to this
report, your Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of
S.B. No. 219, S.D. 2, H.D. 1, as amended herein, and recommends
that it be referred to your Committee on Finance in the form
attached hereto as S.B. No. 219, S.D. 2, H.D. 2.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Judiciary &
Hawaiian Affairs,
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NAKASHIMA, Chair



State of Hawaii
House of Representatives i,{t;, t~_ V 03

The Thirty-first Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs

Bill/~esolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

S~ ~-I9,5P7,l~~p1 A~R,J-~-A,Fit~J
LI The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: LI Pass, unamended (as is) ~Pass, with amendments (HD) LI Hold
LI Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

JHA Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. NAKASHIMA, Mark M. (C)

2. MATAYOSHI, Scot Z. (VC) V

3. ICHIYAMA, Linda V

4. KOBAYASHI, Dale T.

5. LoPRESTI, Matthew S.

6. LOWEN, Nicole E. V

7. McKELVEY, Angus L.K.

8. NAKAMURA, Nadine K.

9. TAKUMI, Roy M.

10. TODD, Chris

11. TOKIOKA, James Kunane

12. WARD, Gene

TOTAL(12) [ j
The recommendation is: ~~Adopted LI Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee ~ uplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


