
STAND. COM. REP. No. [pg] 
Honolulu, Hawaii 

MAR 2 L 2021 

RE: O. 631

m 

m 

m 

UUw 

H

H

z 

Honorable Ronald D. Kouchi 
President of the Senate 
Thirty—First State Legislature 
Regular Session of 2021 
State of Hawaii 

Sir: 

Your Committee on Judiciary, to which was referred H.B. 
No. 631, H.D. l, entitled: 

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO FINANCIAL HARDSHIP," 

begs leave to report as follows: 

The purpose and intent of this measure is to: 

(1) Provide courts with greater discretion to adjust the 
amount owed or installments to be paid by a person who 
violates certain traffic offenses based on the person's 
ability to pay; 

(2) Decrease the imprisonment term to contumacious 
nonpayment ratio; and 

(3) Increase the amount of credit given to a person 
committed for contumacious nonpayment. 

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure 
from the Office of the Public Defender, Department of the 
Prosecuting Attorney of the City and County of Honolulu, Community 
Alliance on Prisons, Kalihi—Palama Hawaiian Civic Club, and six 
individuals. 
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Your Committee finds that the financial hardship task force, 
established pursuant to Act 112, Session Laws of Hawaii 2019, made 
several recommendations on how to improve the current traffic 
system to address the needs of those who are experiencing 
financial hardship. Your Committee further finds that these 
recommendations include increasing judicial discretion to impose 
alternative sentences, expansion of the restricted license program 
to allow motorists to legally maintain driving privileges while 
remaining in compliance with court orders, increasing community 
service conversion rates to authorize courts to give motorists the 
ability to satisfy monetary assessments at an increased pace, 
establishing a uniform procedure to adjust a defendant's monetary 
assessment when a defendant claims financial hardship, increasing 
the imprisonment conversion rate for criminal traffic offenses, 
and increasing public visibility of financial hardship options. 
This measure implements several recommendations from the task 
force. 

Your Committee has amended this measure by: 

(l) Increasing the amount of credit given to a person 
committed for contumacious nonpayment to $250 per day; 
and 

(2) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the 
purposes of Clarity and consistency. 

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your 
Committee on Judiciary that is attached to this report, your 
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B. 
No. 631, H.D. l, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass 
Second Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 631, 
H.D. l, S.D. l, and be referred to your Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

Respectfully submitted on 
behalf of the members of the 
Committee on Judiciary, 

Milk-A 
KARL RHOADS, Chair 
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The Senate 
Thirty-First Legislature 

State of Hawai‘i 

Record of Votes 
Committee on Judiciary 

JDC 

Bill / Resolution No.:* Committee Referral: Date: 

HBGM , H04 JDC/NAN ’5/ 10/1011 

D The Committee is reconsidering its previous decision on this measure. 

If so, then the previous decision was to: 

The Recommendation is: 

D Pass, unamended g Pass, with amendments D Hold D Recommit 
2312 2311 2310 2313 

Members Aye Aye (WR) Nay Excused 

RHOADS, Karl (C) \/ 
KEOHOKALOLE, Jarrett (VC) \/ 
ACASIO, Laura s/ 
GABBARD, Mike \/ 
KIM, Donna Mercado s/ 
LEE, Chris \/ 
FEVELLA, Kurt J 

T o T A L 7 O Q O 
Recommendation: 

E Adopted [j Not Adopted 

Chair’s or Designee’s Signature: 

)ZJA’QW 
Distribution: Original Yellow Pink Goldenrod 

File with Committee Report Clerk's Office Drafting Aqency Committee File Ccmy 

*Only one measure per Record of Votes 

Revised: 1/1 9/21


